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SAINTS boss Nigel Adkins is relishing 
fhe prospect of taking on champions 
Manchester City as the club’s return to 
the Premier League kicks-off this 
weekend. 

Many would be daunted by the prospect of 
an opening day fixture at the Etihad 
Stadium, but Adkins cannot wait and 
believes his side can cause a shock. 


“What a great, great fixture,” he said. 

“Southampton against Manchester City, 
away from home, the first game of the sea¬ 
son, the league champions. 

“They have started pre-season ever so 
well again they’re the benchmark for every¬ 
body now. They are the team that everyone 
has got to go and catch. 






Turn to page 2 


SEPL and Hampshire 
League latest 

See pages 42-43 
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EASTLEIGH FC V BASINGSTOKE TOWN 
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OR MARK JEWELL ON 

02380 613361 


EASTLEIGH FC V WESTON SUPER MARE 

Saturday 25th August 3pm KO at the Silverlake Stadium 
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WHEN a man is christened ‘Le God’ by his adoring fans, you wouldn’t expect 
him to complain about being underappreciated. 

But Saints legend Matt Le Tissier believes he would have been cherished to a much 
greater degree had he grown up in a different country altogether. 

Of course, the 43-year-old isn’t talking about the adulation he received from support¬ 
ers in Southampton and England. 

Instead, he is referring to how he believes this country’s football establishment views 
players like himself. 

Rather than being nurtured, Le Tissier thinks so-called ‘flair’ players are eyed with a 
certain scepticism here and are almost discouraged from exploring their natural game. 

“I think I would have been more appreciated if I had been brought up in South 
America, or France, or Spain,” he said. 

“They tend to embrace those kind of players a bit more than we do in this country. 

“It is always thrown at you in this country if you’ve got natural ability that that’s 
great, but what else do you do? Can you defend? 

“There were certain managers that I know for a fact only put me in the team to 
appease the fans. 

“There were some managers who didn’t want me in the team, didn’t want my kind of 
play. 

“I found that quite sad really.” 

In a bid to counter that per- | By SpOftS Pink TCpOliCr 

ceived attitude, Le Tissier has 1 - 

put his name to a new coaching 


initiative. 

Matt Le Tissier Natural 
Coaching wants to encourage 
youngsters, aged seven to 12, to 
play with freedom, be com¬ 
fortable on the ball and do 
daring things with it. 

The Barcelona triumvi¬ 
rate of Lionel Messi, Xavi 
and Andres Iniesta are 
held up as poster boys 
for the style of play they 
want to develop. 

“They might not well 
be as good as the lads 
that are doing it for 
Spain, but we want 
them to have that 
same philosophy and 
not be afraid to go out 
and try and play that 
way,” said Le 
Tissier. 

“I want kids to be 
able to learn the 
game from playing 
in different posi¬ 
tions and give them 
an all-round abili¬ 
ty. 



‘Le God 1 
freedom 


“You saw the way the 
Spanish played at the 
Euros. For a team not to 
pick a centre forward 
in a few of their 
games and to go 
on and win a 
major champi¬ 
onship would 
have been 
unheard of 
20 years 
ago. 

“But we 
want to 
try and 
produce 
players that 
are comfort¬ 
able.” 

Le Tissier will 
use trial sessions 
to select more 
than 100 young- 


POSTER 
BOY: Lionel 
Messi. 


sters - including goal¬ 
keepers as well as outfield players - 
to go forward onto the programme. 

They will then be coached by a 
team including another Saints leg¬ 
end, Francis Benali, and Jody 
Rivers of AFC Bournemouth, while 
being encouraged to continue play¬ 
ing for their clubs and schools. 

Rivers believes their approach can 
help produce young players who 
are much more adept at using the 
football. 

“Barcelona, from the under-7s up 
to under-14s, they actually only win 
about 22 per cent of games, because 
they’re playing out from the back, 
they’re learning how to play out 
into a centre midfielder and across 
the back,” he said. 

“They make mistakes and concede 
goals, but it’s all about possession.” 

Benali believes that the win-at-all- 
costs attitude employed by some 
coaches at youth level is stunting 
the growth of certain players. 

“Watch any game on a park at the 
weekend and watch the parents - it 
says it all for me,” he said. 

“Parents and managers are 


screaming at youngsters, because 
there’s so much emphasis on seeing 
them win, and I think it’s so 
wrong.” 

Benali added: “I think the modern 
game now is very much about pace 
and power, and that’s great to have 
and you do need those elements, but 
it’s not the be all and end all. 

“If there’s a boy there that’s got 
ability we can encourage and nur¬ 
ture, he’s not going to be excluded 
just because he’s not big and 
strong.” 

Le Tissier believes the problem 
goes further than that, citing what 
he sees as too much of a standard¬ 
ised approach to coaching. 

“I think sometimes kids at a young 
age get over-coached and they’re 
not given the freedom to just go out 
and play,” he said. 

“I’ve never been a big fan of the 
coaching badges and encouraging 
everyone to do the same thing. 

“From what I saw of the coaching 
badges I found it a bit limiting and 
almost a bit dull. 

“We’re kind of tending to produce 
the same kind of players.” 


Le Tissier has welcomed the 
Football Association’s new youth 
development proposals, which aim 
to reduce the emphasis on winning 
at a young age, while increasing the 
number of touches for players. 

But he has warned that parents 
and coaches must follow through on 
the ideas if they are to work. 

“That initiative is great in princi¬ 
ple if coaches actually stick to the 
plan and don’t for their own ego 
want to still go out and win every 
league and game,” said Le Tissier. 

“It will encourage players to get 
more touches, but if the coach is 
still saying ‘We’ve got a really big 
lad up front, just smash it over the 
top for him to run on to,’ that isn’t 
really changing anything.” 

Le Tissier believes it is a nonsense 
argument that young players in this 
country don’t have the natural abil¬ 
ity to be as technically proficient as 
the ones that nations like Spain are 
churning out. 

“The amount of people we’ve got 
in this country, there must be kids 
with the ability,” he said. 

“There’s going to be some kids 


Adkins: We must be positive 


From page 1 

“On paper one would expect 
Manchester City to win the game, 
but, as we all know, we don’t play 
on paper. 

“We’ve got to go there with a 
belief that we can go and win the 
game. 

“It is going to be very challenging, 
we all know that, but we’ve got to 
go with a mindset that we can get 
something from it. 

“We’ve got to be positive in every¬ 
thing we do. It’s the first game, we 
should relish it. 

“We know it is going to be chal¬ 
lenging, we know it is going to be 


tough. 

“It would be wrong of us not to 
expect that, but we’ve got to have a 
belief about ourselves.” 

Saints, who are continuing to 
negotiate with Bologna over a fee 
for Gaston Ramirez, will need some 
of that belief if they are to prosper 
not only tomorrow but in their open¬ 
ing four fixtures, which includes a 
trip to Arsenal after welcoming 
Manchester United to St Mary’s. 

“What a fantastic start,” added 
Adkins. 

“You drool over that. 

“You’ve got Manchester City 
away, Wigan at home, Manchester 


United at home and then Arsenal 
away. 

“They are massive, massive chal¬ 
lenging games, but games we 
should relish. That is what we’re in 
football for. 

“You’ve got to be realistic about it, 
but you’ve got to embrace the chal¬ 
lenge that we’re faced with and be 
positive about it.” 

And Adkins is positive about the 
coming season as well - not even 
mentioning Premier League survival 
when asked what his dreams sea¬ 
son would involve. 

“I want us to play good football, I 
want the youngsters to come 


through, I want the players to do 
themselves proud,” he said. 

“I want the supporters to enjoy 
every minute - win, lose or draw - 
knowing that everyone worked so 
hard. 

“We want to go out with honest 
endeavour to play football in a way 
that is pleasing, but a way that gives 
us an opportunity to win. 

“We know that at times we’re 
going to play teams that are better 
than us, individuals that are going to 
be better than us, but can we be 
smart, be cute, can find a different 
way to give ourselves an opportuni¬ 
ty to win the game.” 



GASTON MARTINEZ 



vm 

NATURAL COACHING 


Matt Le Tissier Natural Coaching 
Invites Talented & Gifted 
Footballers (U7 - U12) To Trials 

Trials will be held at Toynbee School, Eastleigh 
Trial 1 - Monday 20 th August & Trial 2 - Friday 31 st August 

For More Information & To Register For The Trials 
Visit:- www.mltnaturalcoaching.com 
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Saints Spotlight 



is preaching 

for football 



that come through that have got 
the talent to be able to play like 
that and we just want to nurture 
that. 

“We just want to bring out the 
whole potential that they’ve got 
in them for being a footballer. 

“If that means that they go and 
play non-league to a good stan¬ 
dard then absolutely fine. If we 
get a few that go and play pro¬ 
fessionally brilliant. 

“But if it means people turn up 
and they don’t quite develop 
how you think they’re going to 
develop and they turn out to 
play park football or whatever, 
if we’ve improved them in the 
time that they’ve been there 
then that’s our job done.” 

Le Tissier added: “There are 
some kids that do have plenty of 
ability, but don’t have the belief. 

“If we can see somebody who 
maybe is a little bit introverted, 
but you can see has actually got 
a little bit about him then we 
can bring that out of him and we 
might turn out a real nugget 
who never even thought he had 


a chance of playing.” 

Le Tissier is clear about what 
will make a player stand out at 
the trials. 

“The first thing I look at is 
where they put the ball with 
their first touch,” he said. 

“If you look at all the players 
who people generally agree are 
world-class, show me one of 
them that hasn’t got a fantastic 
first touch. 

“You can’t become a top play¬ 
er without a decent first touch. 
For me it’s the single most 
important thing. 

“Once you’ve done that, it 
gives you the opportunity then 
to use all your other abilities.” 

Trials will be held at Toynbee 
School, in Eastleigh, on Monday 
August 20 and Friday August 31. 

The chosen players will then 
be invited to join in season-long 
weekly coaching sessions. 

For more information, or to 
register for a trial, visit mltnat- 
uralcoaching.com or see face- 
book.com/mltnaturalcoaching. 


Website 
launch 
for fans 

SAINTS’ headline spon¬ 
sors aap 3 have 
launched a dedicated 
website for the club’s 
fans ahead of the new 
season. 

The site includes a 
fans’ discussion forum, 
a news section and a 
competitions page, with 
a number of prizes 
available and places in 
matchday contests on 
offer throughout the 
season. 

Rod Jackson, presi¬ 
dent and chief execu¬ 
tive of aap 3 , said: “As 
main sponsor of Saints, 

I speak on behalf of 
everyone at aap 3 when I 
say we are all excited 
for the start of the new 
season. 

“The club were sitting 
in League One when we 
picked up the sponsor¬ 
ship, and to think that 
two years on we’ll be 
watching players like 
Gerrard, Aguero and 
Rooney at St Mary’s is 
unbelievable. 

“Backing the Saints in 
the Premier League is 
an honour for us and 
we’re incredibly proud 
to be supporting the 
team - the majority of 
our staff based at our 
head office in Chilworth 
are also lifelong Saints 
fans so cannot wait for 
Sunday’s game.” 

The website can be 
found at 
saints.aap3.com 


Nothing to be afraid of 


ON THE cusp of a return to the top 
table, I think most people in football 
could forgive Saints fans for sporting 
rather large smiles. 

Bearing in mind three years ago we 
were on -10 points and some 48 posi¬ 
tions below the Premier League it’s 
been a remarkable rise back to the top 
of the domestic game, writes DAN 
KERINS. 

In the seven years since we’ve been 
away though, a lot has changed in the 
Premier League. 

Billionaires are now the norm and 
Stoke and Wigan are established top¬ 
flight teams. This is how Marty McFly 
must have felt when he first saw a hov¬ 
er board. 

But unlike him, we’re here without 
the aid of weapons grade plutonoium 
and a car with suspect rust protection - 
so what does our future hold if not self¬ 
trainers? 

For a start, with two weeks to go, the 
squad looks far from the finished arti¬ 
cle. Nigel Adkins seems to cut a frus¬ 
trated figure as he tries to get in the 
pace necessary to make his new sys¬ 
tem a success. 

The additions made so far - Jay 
Rodriguez, Nathaniel Clyne, Steven 
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PROMISING: Nathaniel Clyne. 

Davis and Paolo Gazziniga look promis¬ 
ing. Rodriguez and Clyne in particular 
seem to be talented and with time very 
much on their side so there is a lot of 
room for further improvement. 

Of course, it’s hard to know how 
Adkins will juggle the demands of the 
striking talent in his ranks and how 
Rodriguez - and Tadanari Lee - will fit in 
alongside Lambert and Sharp who had 
forged a very potent partnership 


towards the end of last season. A 
plethora of talented strikers is not a 
headache the manager will mind hav¬ 
ing. It’s midfield where most of the 
question marks remain, however. 
Lallana is guaranteed a starting spot - 
you don’t hide a player like that away - 
and the new formation Adkins has been 
trying looks as if it is aimed at getting 
the 24-year-old even more involved 
than he has been. 

When Alan Ball took over as Saints 
manager, he pulled Matt Le Tissier into 
the middle and told the rest of the team 
to get the ball to him because ‘he can 
do things’. Now, we want to share that 
pressure around but in an attacking 
sense it wouldn’t be surprising to see 
Lallana dropping off in a central role far 
more often than he was able to do on 
the left wing. 

That does however still leave the 
question of width and pace. Some of 
the names Saints have been linked to in 
this position have been mind boggling - 
Theo Walcott for example - but other 
less blockbusting names, such as Matt 
Jarvis look as if they could provide 
some of what Adkins is looking for. 

The team will not be enjoying the 
same amount of pressure and posses¬ 


sion high up the pitch as the players 
have become accustomed to in recent 
years, so that injection of pace is vital 
to create counter-attacking opportuni¬ 
ties. Without it, the pool of talent up 
front may become redundant. 

Defensively, the cupboard still looks 
rather bare. Two more centre-halves 
would be a most welcome addition to 
add both nous and depth to the squad. 

Predicting the future right now is a 
rather futile thing - there are plenty of 
variables which could change before 
the squad is finalised and make a huge 
difference to how the team is likely to 
fare in the Premier League. 

That said, I’m still going to have a 
pop. If Saints were to face the season 
with the players currently at Adkins’ 
disposal, a sixteenth place finish would 
be about right. 

Without ever being able to completely 
pull away, there are other teams I 
expect to struggle more than Saints. 
And, with a bit of pace and steel added, 
theres no reason why Adkins can’t 
guide Saints to a mid-table finish. 

The Premier League, for all its ‘glam¬ 
our and gloss’, will be a far more sober¬ 
ing experience than the Championship 
for Southampton - but that’s not reason 


Barnard 

Cherries’ 

saviour 

CHERRIES fought back to grab a 
share of the spoils against a spir¬ 
ited Portsmouth outfit this after¬ 
noon. 

Michael Appleton’s side had 
been dramatically thrown togeth¬ 
er late on Thursday after the cri¬ 
sis-hit club had finally been 
granted permission to sign play¬ 
ers. 

But despite their off-field woes, 
the hosts turned in a gritty dis¬ 
play to lead at half-time thanks to 
Izale McLeod’s 19th-minute open¬ 
er. 

Paul Groves’s men, though, 
improved after the break at 
Fratton Park and Saints loanee 
Lee Barnard, himself only signed 
yesterday, headed home Simon 
Francis’s cross 12 minutes from 
time to secure a hard-earned 
point. 

Eunan O’Kane, fresh from 
international duty with the 
Republic of Ireland, came in for 
Lewis Grabban, while Shaun 
MacDonald replaced Harry Arter 
in the Cherries engine room. 

Loan striker Barnard, mean¬ 
while, also made his Cherries 
bow with Matt Tubbs making 
way. 

Pompey’s entire starting 11 
were making their club debuts. 

The hosts, though, took a 
deserved lead thanks to a shock¬ 
ing piece of goalkeeping from 
Shwan Jalal. 

McLeod drifted cut inside from 
the left, barely inside the final 
third, and fired a speculative shot 
from all of 30 yards which Jalal 
looked to have covered. 

The former Peterborough man, 
though, allowed the ball to slip 
between his legs and into the 
back of the net. 

Thomas’s header from Pugh’s 
cross flew narrowly wide as 
Cherries sought an immediate 
way back into the game, before 
referee Anthony Taylor waved 
away Luke Rodgers’s appeals for 
a penalty after a challenge from 
Elphick. 

MacDonald blasted over from 
the edge of the box moments 
later after Mustapha Dumbuya 
had cleared Miles Addison’s ini¬ 
tial effort off the line, but that 
was as good as it got from 
Cherries during a poor first half. 

Pompey started the second half 
as they had the first half - well on 
top of proceedings. But Cherries 
were really starting to get on top 
as Pompey tired late on. 

And their efforts were reward¬ 
ed on 78 minutes when Francis’s 
cross was nodded home by 
Barnard from inside the six-yard 
box to make it 1-1. 

O’Kane’s rasping drive 10 min¬ 
utes from time flashed wide of 
Andersen’s goal, while Pompey 
sub Ashley Harris watched his 
late effort come back off the post 
as Cherries were granted a huge 
let-off. 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH FOOTBALL IN THE PINK AND DAILY ECHO 
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PARTY TIME: Rickie Lambert celebrates with fans on the St Mary’s pitch after Saints secured promotion back to the Premier League at the end of last season. 
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AND so it’s here, after what 
seemed like an eternity football 
is back. 

At the Eithad stadium Saints face 
possibly the toughest of tasks, away 
against newly crowned champions 
Manchester City. 

You couldn’t ask for a sharper 
learning curve than facing the new 
champions, then Manchester United 
at home and then Arsenal away. 

Come out of those games with some 
points and you’ll quite rightly feel 
optimistic for the rest of the season. 

Saints owe Swansea and Norwich a 
massive debt of gratitude for simply 
surviving last season. 

The national media will no doubt 
predict that with their money/ 
strategic location, Reading and West 
Ham will finish above Saints, and 
they’ll conveniently forget that at 
times Saints played considerably 
better football than either of them. 

At best I’d say Reading were effec¬ 
tive, at best I’d say West Ham played 
effective hoofball, but I’d never say 
either team played better football 
than us. 

The key lies with the summer sign¬ 
ings. There is, of course, a noticeable 
gap between the Premiership and 
the Championship and strengthen¬ 
ing needs to be done. 

However the gap between the 
European contenders and the 
Premiership also-rans is even 
greater. 

Saints will need to secure two sea¬ 
sons in the top flight before they can 


even think about competing for 
Europe, do that and then a different 
type of player wants to sign for you, 
one that has ambition. 

Much has been said about Saints’ 
transfer activity, or perceived lack of 
it. 

Yet again we seem to think we 



should be signing Europe’s elite foot¬ 
ballers as we surge forward towards 
the title. 

The harsh truth is that the last 
three years aren’t going to happen 
again. We may have been the best 
team in the Championship and 


League One but we’re now up with 
the big hitters and that sort of ambi¬ 
tion is just not viable. 

If Saints can finish mid-table then 
that would be a fantastic achieve¬ 
ment, but avoiding relegation is the 
name of the game right now. 

A season of stability and progres¬ 
sion is what’s needed, but above all a 
sense of reasonable expectation is 
required. 

I may harp on about it, but with 
Pompey yet again in the spotlight, 
the future of football hangs precari¬ 
ously in the balance. 

Should they go out of business the 
impact on football should, in the real 
world, be a wake up call for English 
football clubs. 

Spend more than you can reason¬ 
ably earn and you face going out of 
business, with no lawful way back. 

It’s a tough ask for Saints, making 
that leap of class whilst maintaining 
a solid, viable business plan, to 
ensure your club is run properly. 

Get it right and you’re Arsenal, get 
it wrong and you’re Pompey, it’s as 
simple as that.. 

If the rumoured season ticket take 
up of 22,000 is correct than the next 


few seasons are probably the most 
important in the club’s history. 

Maintain a full house, stay up and 
you then have a very strong reason 
for expanding the ground. 

The club needs a decent walk up 
allocation and with no more than 5- 


“The harsh truth is 
[that the last threi 
years aren’t going! 
to happen again.” 


6,000 tickets available to non season 
ticket holders then an expansion to 
40-45,000 seats makes perfect finan¬ 
cial sense, but only as long as we 
make it so. 

In closing, with the announcement 
that Saints have had an £11.8 million 
bid for Bologna midfielder Gaston 


Ramirez accepted, it’s an exciting 
time to be Saints fan. 

But with that excitement should 
come a real sense of trepidation. 

I’m not daft, I’m crazily excited at 
the potential signing of a player of 
Ramirez’s quality and it would be 
churlish to be cautious and down- 
beat about it. 

However, it comes a day after 
Balram Chainrai pulled out of “sav- 
ing“ Portsmouth. 

Not so long ago Pompey fans were 
salivating at some of their signings 
in the Premiership, the self same 
players then turned from heroes to 
zeroes when it came to honouring 
their contracts and actually paying 
them. 

Today’s marque signings can be 
tomorrow’s lead weights at the drop 
of a hat in football. 

In short, it’s a great time to be a 
Saints fan, it’s a terrible time to be a 
Pompey fan. 

A lot can happen in just four years. 
Me, I’m going to look forward to this 
season, and the next and the next, 
but always with the knowledge that 
success in football is fragile and it’s 
only through prudent management 
at the top and dedicated attendance 
at the bottom that any club can 
thrive. 

Pompey, for all their empty boasts 
of being the best fans on the south 
coast, did neither. 

It’s up to us to support the hard 
work that Nicola Cortese and Nigel 
Adkins have started. Enjoy the 
ride... 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend’s [exclusive] column on all things football 



ALTHOUGH 1958 is 
a long time ago, it 
did allow the foot¬ 
balling world to see 
the emergence of 
one of the most 
charismatic national 
teams from South 
America. 

Brazil arrived in 
Sweden and swept 
aside all before them 
in the World Cup of 
that year, beating the 
hosts 5-2 in the final, 
which was played at 
the Rasunda 
Stadium. 

Emerging from that 


Fitting tribute to greatest team 


tournament - the 
sixth World Cup - 
were a number of 
outstanding players, 
who were watched 
by millions of people 
for the first time, 
through the magic of 
worldwide television. 

It was a 17-year- 
old by the name of 
Pele that drew the 
attention of the 
watching public. 

His six goals, 
including a hat-trick 


against France, and 
two in the win over 
Sweden in the final, 
were to mark out the 
young player as pos¬ 
sibly the greatest of 
all time. 

It was my good for¬ 
tune to meet up with 
Pele in Dubai a few 
years ago. 

In my television 
interview with him, I 
asked him about a 
player that had really 
caught my imagina¬ 


tion in that Brazilian 
team with some bril¬ 
liant displays - a 
footballing genius by 
the name of 
Garrincha, which 
when translated 
means “little wren”. 

He was probably 
the greatest ever 
dribbler of the ball, 
with lightning speed 
to back it up, even 
though he carried 
deformed right and 
left legs. 


In fact, if you walk 
up Glenfield 
Crescent in Bitterne, 
Southampton, where 
I used to live, the 
nameplate on num¬ 
ber 72 is 
“Garrincha”. 

Brazil were invited 
to play Sweden last 
Wednesday in the 
same stadium that 
hosted that final 
back in 1958. 

The arena is to be 
knocked down and, 


as a fitting gesture, 
Garrincha’s son, Ulf 
Lindberg, whose 
mother had a brief 
affair with the 
Brazilian during a 
tour of Sweden in 
1959, was guest of 
honour at the match 

Unfortunately, Ulf 
never got to meet his 
father, who suffered 
from alcohol prob¬ 
lems and died on 
January 20, 1983. 

But the contest 
was a fitting tribute 
to both past and 
present. 



IT has been said that the Canadian 
Mounted Police always get their 
man - well, you could now say the 
same about Sir Alex Ferguson. 

The Manchester United manager (main 
pic) pulled off the biggest coup in the 
transfer market so far, with the signing 
of Arsenal captain Robin van Persie. 

That has levelled the playing field as 
far as the Premier League title is con¬ 
cerned and in doing so sends a message 
out to the other contenders, particularly 
their noisy neighbours, Manchester 
City. 

For whatever reason, they gave up . 
the chase for Van Persie, right, at an 1 
early stage in the negotiations - a 
decision I am sure manager Roberto 
Mancini can’t be pleased with. 

The signing of a world class striker 
who scored 44 goals in 57 games 
for club and country last season, 
including two versus United, 
must be a huge tonic for the 
whole squad. 

They will be aware of the terrif¬ 
ic season he had last year and, 
should he repeat that kind of form 


at Old Trafford, his partnership with 
Wayne Rooney will have United support¬ 
ers salivating. 

As for Arsenal, they stand to make a 
huge profit on the Dutch international, 
who joined as a 20-year-old in 2004 for 
£2.75m from Feyenoord. 

His move to Old Trafford is reported to 
be in the region of £24m. 

Arsenal, of course, would have liked to 
have kept their captain, but the money 
they receive will help offset what they 
have spent this summer. 

The Gunners have already brought 
in Santi Cazorla from Malaga for 
£16.5m, shelled out £13m on 
| Montpellier’s French internation- 
al Olivier Giroud, and signed 
7 Lukas Podolski from Cologne for 
£llm, bringing Arsene Wenger’s 
spending to around £40m. 
Long suffering Arsenal 
supporters must be sickened 
as the club continue to sell 
their top players and if 
m another season was to pass 
by without silverware 
then even Wenger may 
not be able to survive. 




Terry’s back on home soil 


TERRY Paine will be 
attending a series of 
special signings for the 
new book Suited and 
Booted - a snapshot of 
pre-war Southampton 
FC in pictures. 

The club legend is fly¬ 
ing in from his home in 
South Africa for a short 
spell and will be helping 
to launch Saints 
historian Duncan 


Holley’s publication. 

Former Coventry man¬ 
ager John Sillett will 
also be attending some 
of the sessions. 

His father, ex-Saint 
Charlie, is featured in a 
dozen of the book’s 
photos. 

In addition to Suited 
and Booted, Terry Paine 
has also indicated he 
will be happy to sign 


earlier books in which 
he features, notably his 
biography Constant 
Paine. 

If you cannot attend a 
session, but would like 
a signed copy to be 
saved for you, please 
email duncan@duncan- 
holley.co.uk 

Thursday, August 30 
2pm - Basingstoke 


Discovery Centre, 
Festival Place, 
Basingstoke. Duncan 
Holley and Terry Paine 
launch the new book 
and discuss Saints’ his¬ 
tory through to the 
‘Reign of Paine’. Tickets 
£3. 

6pm - Waterstone’s, 
Above Bar, Southampton. 
Q&A evening with Terry 
Paine, John Sillett and 


Duncan Holley. Tickets 
£2 (refundable against a 
purchase of the book). 

Friday, August 31 
Midday - Waterstone’s, 
West Quay, 
Southampton. Terry 
Paine and John Sillett 
signing. 

2.30pm - Waterstone’s, 
Swan Centre, Eastleigh. 
Terry Paine signing. 



Mancini can 
win title again 

THE Premier League kicks off this weekend 
and it is fair to say the usual suspects will 
again fight it out for the title. 

Manchester City once more underlined their 
potential as champions with a 3-2 Community 
Shield win against Chelsea. 

Outside of the score, Roberto Mancini would 
also have been pleased with wayward 
Argentina striker Carlos Tevez’s display. 

Reports of him shedding a stone in weight 
may well help the chunky frontman fulfil the 
role he was brought in for when he arrived 
from Manchester United. 

Tevez’s six-month absence last season, after 
a touchline row with Mancini at Bayern 
Munich, nearly derailed City’s hopes of ending 
their 44-year title drought. 

But his return for the last ten matches of the 
season was important, and Mancini, pictured, 
will be pleased to have a fit 
Tevez playing a bigger 
role this season. 

Chelsea’s chances 
have been bolstered 
by the influx of some 
young fresh talent. 

Their ageing squad 
needed an injection of 
youth, and in Eden 
Hazard from Lille for £32m 
and Brazilian Oscar for £25m 
they have bought two top-quality players, 
which may move them a little closer to the 
title. 

Manager Roberto Di Matteo was quick, 
though, to concede that the 25-point differ¬ 
ence between them and City last season may 
be too big to close completely. 

The loss of Didier Drogba, who moved to 
China after playing major roles in the club’s FA 
Cup and Champions League victories, cannot 
be underestimated. 

Fernando Torres will have to take on that 
responsibility now, and he would have been 
pleased to get off the mark with Chelsea’s first 
goal at Villa Park last weekend. 

Although the result didn’t go Chelsea’s way, 
they would have been ecstatic at the news that 
Branislav Ivanovic would not receive a custom¬ 
ary three-match ban for the straight red card 
he was shown. 

A rule change in 2006, covering dismissals in 
pre-season friendlies, including the Community 
Shield, spared him of that punishment. 

My top three for the new season are 
Manchester City, followed by Manchester 
United, with a better showing from Chelsea. 

A big ask for 
Saints at City 

SAINTS couldn’t have had a harder task on 
their opening day of the Premier League sea¬ 
son, taking on champions Manchester City 
who were undefeated at home last season. 

It is a daunting fixture, but another way of 
looking at it is that it may be better to get them 
out the way now, rather than facing them later 
on when you might really need something. 

There are no easy games and I just hope the 
result works out as it did for me in 1966 when 
we were promoted to the First Division for the 
first time. 

We too played Manchester City in our open¬ 
ing game. We were at home on that occasion, 
and yours truly scored the goal that managed 
to get us a 1-1 draw. 

If Saints get that same result this weekend 
then I have no doubt they will be absolutely 
delighted. 
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Bemerton bow out 

BEMERTON Heath Harlequins 
once again fell at the first FA 
Cup hurdle last Saturday. 

A year on from losing to 
Whitchurch United in the 
extra preliminary round, Ian 
Chalk’s men were 
upset 2-1 by 
Ham worthy 
United on home 
soil. 

Eddie Perrett 
added to his 
opening-day 
hat-trick by 
putting the 
Harlequins ahead at 
the break. 

But Tom Roberts’ mistake 
invited the Hammers to 
equalise and they conceded 
again following poor marking 
from a corner. 

“We were very, very poor 
from back to front,” lamented 
manager Ian Chalk, pictured. 
“We didn’t deserve to be 
ahead and Hamworthy 
deserved to go through.” 
Things went from bad to 
worse for Bemerton on 
Tuesday when they crashed 
2-0 at Blackfield & Langley in 
the Sydenhams League Cup. 

Return for ex-Saint 

EX-SAINT Kyle Critchell has 
returned for a fifth spell with 
Weymouth. 

The 25-year-old defender, 
pictured, has switched 
camps from Blue Square Bet 
South neighbours Dorchester 
Town after the two clubs 
finally agreed a fee. 

“He’s a quality player and 
will give us that extra bit of 
experience where we need 
it,” said Brendon King, man¬ 
ager of the Southern Premier 
outfit. “He is a really huge 
signing for us.” 
Dorchester-born Critchell 
joined Southampton as a 
trainee in 2003 after being 
spotted playing for 

Weymouth’s 
reserves. 

He featured in 
both legs of 
Saints’ FA 
Youth Cup 
semi-final in 
2004/05, but 
suffered a bro¬ 
ken ankle in the 
second leg. 

Critchell signed a profes¬ 
sional contract with Saints 
that summer, but spent most 
of 2005/06 sidelined with a 
cruciate ligament injury. 

He left St Mary’s for 
Chesterfield in 2007 and has 
since stints with Weymouth, 
Wrexham, York City (loan) 
and Dorchester. 




Brock are looking up 


SIGNED: 


BROCKENHURST boss John 
Pyatt has strengthened his 
management team ahead of 
the new Sydenhams Division 
One campaign. 

Adding a wealth of experi¬ 
ence to the Grigg Lane set-up 
is former Fulham, Bashley, 
Andover and Hamble striker 
Richard Morse who has 
climbed aboard as player- 
coach. 

Joining Pyatt and Morse on 
a part-time basis is in- 
demand goalkeeping coach 
Geoff Sim, who will be aiming 
to support former Sholing 
Nol Scott O’Rourke maintain 
his status as one of the best 
keepers on the local non- 
League scene. 

The capture of midfielders 
Warren Kenna, Darren Ritchie 


and striker Mike Spinney, 
alongside O’Rourke, gives 
Pyatt every reason for opti¬ 
mism as Brock bid to reclaim 
the Premier Division status 
they lost in 2010/11. 

“These are seasoned play¬ 
ers who have all, and could 
all, play at a much higher 
level than Wessex One, but 
are committed to helping 
Brock achieve promotion 
back to the Wessex Premier,” 
he said. 

Pyatt has also worked tire¬ 
lessly to sign some excellent, 
young talent in the form of 
ex-Bashley players Jamie 
Rogers and Michael Mead. 

Mark ‘Sparky’ Barber and 
last season’s supporters’ 
player-of-the-year James 
Vinton have re-signed and 


Pyatt is particularly delighted 
with defender Vinton’s 
progress since his arrival at 
Grigg Lane. 

“Jim’s an out and out stop¬ 
per and a great lad too,” he 
smiled. “We’ve got great 
team spirit with no ‘big time 
Charlies’, just a solid bunch 
of honest footballers who are 
a pleasure to be around. 

“We’ve some other young 
lads involved too, who are 
only between 18 and 22 years 
of age, and they are keen to 
learn and believe in what 
Richard and I are doing at the 
club. They offer a great blend 
with the experi¬ 
enced lads.” 

Brock kick ^ 
off the new 
league 


campaign at home to Ames- 
bury Town on Saturday, Sept¬ 
ember 8 - and it can’t come a 
day too soon for Pyatt. 

“I can’t wait for the season 
to start and for the club to 
return to its rightful home in 
the Wessex Premier,” he said. 
“I hope we have plenty of 
people through the gate to 
enjoy some good football in a 
friendly environment.” 

Last Saturday the Badgers 
bowed out of the FA Cup 2-1 
away to a Horndean side who 
already had two games under 
their belts in the Sydenhams 
Premier Division. 

Pyatt’s men return to knock¬ 
out action on Tuesday week 
(August 28) away to another 
top-flight outfit, GE Hamble, 
in the Sydenhams League 
Cup second round. 


Pounding for 
fhe new boys 


SUCH was Blackfield & 
Langley’s dominance in the FA 
Cup last Saturday that shell¬ 
shocked AFC Portchester boss 
Glenn Bridgman admitted his 
side could have lost by double 
figures. 

But a 6-1 scoreline was bad 
enough for the newly-promoted 
Sydenhams One runners-up who 
collapsed under the weight of 
Waterside goals from Paul Preston 
(3), Kevin Gibbens (penalty), Scott 
Sampson and substitute Dave 
Ewen. 

“We were absolutely dreadful,” 
admitted Bridgman. “It was our 
worst display in 18 months. We 
just didn’t turn up.” 

For Blackfield, though, it was 
another significant step in the 
right direction following the shock 
of their 4-0 opening day defeat at 
Downton in the Sydenhams 
Premier. 

Having had Preston’s opener 
snuffed out by a Kev Pottage penal¬ 
ty, the Watersiders reclaimed the 
lead through ex-Saint Gibbens who 
proved deadly from the spot. 

The second half was one-way 
traffic as ex-Alton, Romsey and 
Sholing wideman Preston complet¬ 
ed his hat-trick, supported by sin¬ 
gles from Sampson and the fit- 
again Ewen, who had suffered a 
hip injury when he collided with 
the goalkeeper in the 3-2 midweek 
win at Alton. 

“Afterwards Portchester’s man- 
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ager said ‘you’ve got a scalp there’ 
and told me they’d gone 22 games 
unbeaten,” said Blackfield assis¬ 
tant boss Glenn Burnett. 

“We dominated early on, but then 
let them back into it. 

“Simon Woods up top looked 
quite lively for them and did well 
but, once we’d got a cushion, we 
took control. It was only 2-1 at half¬ 
time, but it could have been all 
over after 20 or 30 minutes.” 

Despite the vastly different out¬ 
comes of the Downton and 
Portchester games, Burnett says 
Blackfield’s performances were 
not as inconsistent as the score¬ 
lines suggest. 

“I don’t think we changed too 
much over the course of the week,” 
he said. “For 30 minutes at 
Downton we were dominant and 
missed chance after chance. But 
we got caught by one long ball over 
the top and then self-destructed. 

“I must admit Downton suprised 
me on the day and I agree with 
what Dave Lewis said after GE 
Hamble had lost there 7-3. It looks 
like a whitewash, but Downton’s 
finishing was so clinical it was 
unreal.” 

Blackfield have the perfect 
chance to set the record straight 


next Saturday when 
they face a re-match ^ 
with Jeff Softley’s 
Downton in the FA Cup prelimi¬ 
nary round - this time on the home 
soil of Gang Warily. 

“We’ve got a new side who are 
still gelling but, hopefully, we can 
build on last Saturday’s perfor¬ 
mance,” said Burnett. 

The Watersiders got another win 
under their belts on Tuesday, see¬ 
ing off last season’s Wessex run¬ 
ners-up Bemerton Heath 2-0 in the 
Sydenhams League Cup second 
round. 

A goal in each half from tricky 
winger Ekan Elliott and striker 
Nathan Lynch was enough to see 
them through. 

“We utilised the squad a bit and 
made four changes and everyone 
slotted in perfectly,” said Burnett. 
“It was quite a professional perfor¬ 
mance and we were pleased with 
the clean sheet. 

“(Ex-Weymouth keeper) Tom 
Manley made a couple of good 
saves but, to be honest, Bemerton 
didn’t really look like scoring.” 

HAT-TRICK: Paul Preston, 
right, helped pound Portchester. 
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Stags get 

goal ace 


AFC TOTTON have added 
Alex Baldacchino to their 
ranks for the new Evo-Stik 
Southern Premier season. 

At just 5ft 8in tall and slightly 
built, the 21-year-old will not 
scare defenders with his physi¬ 
cal stature. 

But, as Spain have eloquently 
proved to the world, size isn’t 
everything in footbah and the 
Portsmouth-based youngster 
definitely knows where the 
back of the net is. 

A product of Havant & 
Waterlooville’s academy link 
with South Downs College, 
Baldacchino -whose family are 
of Maltese descent - signed for 
the Blue Square Bet South club 
at the age of 16. 

But it was only when he joined 
Sydenhams Premier outfit New 
Milton Town on a dual registra¬ 
tion from the Hawks that local 
clubs began to sit up and take 
notice. 

Last season he finished third 
in the Sydenhams scoring 
charts behind Winchester’s 
Jamie White and GE Hamble’s 
Jamie Musselwhite, netting 28 
goals in 35 Wessex games and 


earning the nickname ‘Super 
AT among his admiring i 
teammates at Fawcetts 4A 
Fields. 

That alerted the attention of 
Poole Town who snapped him 
up for the tail end of their Evo- 
Stik Southern One South & 
West campaign. 

Dolphins boss Tommy Killick 
was so impressed that he signed 
him on again this summer, but 
the travelling to Dorset was too 
much for Baldacchino who 
wanted to play closer to home. 

That opportunity arose a step 
up the pyramid with Totton, 
who needed to strengthen up 
front following the devastating 
loss of Nathaniel Sherborne to a 
broken leg and dislocated 
ankle. 

Baldacchino featured in the 
Stags’ final few friendlies, scor¬ 
ing the winner at Wimbome 
Town, and impressed boss 
Steve Riley sufficiently to be 
offered a deal. But although 
Riley is delighted to have the 
young striker on board, it is on 
the understanding that he can¬ 
not guarantee him a starting 
place week in, week out. 

“I’ve been honest with Alex 



about his 

( opportunities,” said' 
Riley. “I told him I’d 
' love him to be in the 
squad but that if he 
wants the guarantee of 
playing every week, this 
is probably not the place 
for him. But if he wants to 
learn his trade, play at a 
decent standard and enjoy 
himself at a good club, then 
Totton’s the right place. 

“I spoke to him on Tuesday 
and he told me he is enjoying 
it here and wants to be 
involved. I’ve got contacts to 
get players out on loan if need 
be, but we’ll see how things 
go.” 

When Baldacchino first 
joined Havant’s youth ranks, 
he was a winger or central 
midfielder, but that all 
changed at the age of 17. 

“I’d scored a few from cen¬ 
tral midfield and, when 
Havant saw I was 
good at attacking, 
they put me up 
front and I fan 
haven’t looked 
back,” he said. 


goals in 35 Wessex games and ive oeen nonest wim Aiex nebcuu. - * ♦ :■ ^ 1 ^ • , ■ . ; r 

Alex hands Porf'early prez 


ALEK Przespolewski 
atoned for his midweek 
sending off at Totton & 
Eling by starring in 
Newport IoW’s 2-0 FA 
Cup extra preliminary 
round win at New 
Milton Town last 
Saturday. 

Port’s summer sign¬ 
ing from Winchester 
City broke the dead¬ 
lock after a quarter of 
an hour with a 25- 
yarder into the top 
corner. 

And, on 32 minutes, 
Przespolewski pro¬ 
duced another great 
hit, this time finding 
the bottom corner as 
Newport sealed their 
passage to 

Moneyfields next 
Saturday (August 25). 

Port boss Steve 
Brougham summed 
up: “We produced a 
thoroughly profession¬ 
al performance and 


held a commanding 
position at half-time 
with two stunning 
goals from Prez. 

“New Milton came 
out more determined 
in the second half, but 
our defence was never 
really troubled.” 

Moneyfields were 
again below their best, 
but goals by Steve 
Hutchings and young 
substitute Jack Lee 
were enough to 
squeeze past Western 
League outfit 

Winterbourne 2-1 in a 
scrappy tie at Bristol. 

“We were poor by 
our standards again 
and if we’d played any¬ 
one from our league, 
we’d have got beaten,” 
was Moneys’ assistant 
boss Graeme Gee’s 
honest assessment. 
“We didn’t pass the 
ball well. 

“But we’ve still got 


v. 







ALEK 

PRZESPOLEWSKI 


players to come back 
in and there are people 
itching to get a game, 
so there’s a lot more in 
the tank. 

“Jack Lee is a good, 
young centre-half who 
featured a lot last sea¬ 
son, but he was away 


on holiday last week 
and he’d only just 
become available 
again. 

“We were undecided 
whether to bring him 
straight back in, but 
we didn’t think it was 
fair on the other play¬ 
ers, so we put him on 
the bench and he came 
on and scored the win¬ 
ner with ten minutes 
to go.” 

As a former Newport 
IoW player, Gee knows 
what dangerous oppo¬ 
nents the Islanders will 
be in the preliminary 
round - especially now 
that the cream of the 
Island crop are mostly 
back at St George’s 
Park. 

With Cowes Sports 
still in Sydenhams One 
and Brading Town 
forced to pull out of the 
Wessex ranks for 
financial reasons, the 


likes of Oli Fleming, 
Przespolewski, John 
McKie, Iain Seabrook, 
Joe Rayner and GC 
Giancovich have re¬ 
established Port as the 
undisputed power¬ 
house of Isle of Wight 
football. 

“I’ve been at Newport 
myself and I always 
feel they have the 
potential to do well,” 
said Gee. 

“In the past the play¬ 
ers have been split 
between different 
clubs, but now they’re 
back together and 
Newport have got the 
best of the Island at one 
club. 

“It’s going to be a 
tough game next 
Saturday against two 
pretty evenly matched 
sides. 

“We didn’t play well 
at Winterbourne, but 
we’re really pleased to 


be through to the next 
round.” 

On offer to the win¬ 
ners of next Saturday’s 
Dover Road clash is a 
home tie against either 
Horndean or Danny 
Barker’s Romsey Town 
in the first qualifying 
round on September 8. 

Moneyfields made it 
two Sydenhams 

Premier wins out of 
two on Tuesday, edg¬ 
ing Romsey 1-0 at the 
Bypass Ground. 

Former AFC 

Bournemouth and 
Havant & Waterloovlle 
striker Hutchings was 
once again on target 
with around ten min¬ 
utes to play. 

It was Hutchings’ 
third goal of the cam¬ 
paign and Gee said: 
“He’s started like he 
finished last season. 
He’s going to be a mas¬ 
sive player for us.” 


Non-league 
News 


Hawks release two 


HAVANT & Waterlooville have 
thinned their crowded mid- 
field by releasing recent sign¬ 
ing Lewis Stockford. 

The 19-year-old for¬ 
mer Portsmouth 
trainee, right, 

who had loan 
spells at 
Salisbury 
- City and 

SfV AFC 

Totton 
last sea¬ 
son, featured in 
just a handful of friendlies for 
Stuart Ritchie’s Hawks. 

“I left by mutual agreement 
because I wasn’t getting a lot 
of pre-season games,” said 
Stockford, who lined up for 
Bognor at Worthing last 
Saturday. 

“It’s a big shame because I 
was hoping things would work 
out there.” 

Ex-Aldershot Town man 
Bobby Hopkinson has also 
been released by the Blue 
Square Bet South club. 

The midfield terrier’s career 
has been blighted by injury, 
restricting him to just 47 
appearances over the last 
three seasons at Westleigh 
Park. 

He spent almost all of 2011 
on the sidelines and struggled 
to recapture his form when he 
returned to action last 
November. He spent part of 
last season regaining sharp¬ 
ness on loan at Sydenhams 
Premier outfit Horndean. 

Ex-AFC Totton, Bashley and 
Dorchester targetman Ryan 
Moss scored twice as a sub¬ 
stitute as Havant saw off 
Welsh visitors Llanelli 2-1 at 
Westleigh Park last Saturday. 



Hayles goes to City 

EXPERIENCED former 
Fulham striker Barry Hayles - 
a summer trialist with 
Salisbury City - has signed 
Evo-Stik Southern Premier 
forms for St Albans City. 

The 40-year-old, pictured, 
who led Truro 
City’s line in the 
Blue Square Bet 
South last sea¬ 
son, scored in 
Salisbury’s 1-1 
friendly draw at 
Arlesey Town. 

“After weighing 
up all his option; 

Barry has decided that St 
Albans City represent the 
best option for him to 
achieve something signifi¬ 
cant as his career winds 
down,” said Saints boss 
David Howell. 
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NeWR 


inagnei T 0wn recruit defender Billy 


Roach plans big 

THATCHAM Town manager 
Neville Roach, pictured, has 
signed defender Adam Everiss 
from Southern Premier new 
boys Gosport Borough. 

Everiss, a left-sided player, 
only joined the 
Gosport ranks in 
June having 
been released 
by Swindon 
Town. 

He was on the 
scoresheet for 
Thatcham on 
Tuesday as they 
lost their final pre-season 
friendly 4-3 at home to 
Winchester City. 

Former Eastleigh and 
Basingstoke Town striker 
Roach will be looking to join 
Gosport in the Evo-Stik top 
flight next season by leading 
Thatcham to promotion from 
the Southern One Central. 




WIMBORNE Town have signed 
defender Billy Maybury following his 
release from npower League One 
neighbours AFC Bournemouth. 

Maybury has trained with the 
Magpies during the summer and fea¬ 
tured in friendly games. The teenager 
was among a batch of young Cherries 
on loan spells at Cuthbury last term. 
He was one of five youth players let 
go by the npower League One club in 
April. 

Wimborne boss Steve Cuss, whose 
side were due to kick off the new 
Southern One South & West cam¬ 
paign at Shortwood United today, 
said: “Billy did well for us while on 
loan last season and he’s also per¬ 
formed well during our pre-season 
games. 

“I’m pleased to have added yet 
another good player to the squad.” 

The Magpies’ pre-season prepara¬ 
tions ended in a 2-0 home loss to Blue 
Square Bet South Dorchester Town. 

It was a reasonably bright perfor¬ 
mance, but there was some concern 
over the manner in which the two 
goals - scored by Ben Watson and 
Jamie Reid - were conceded. 

“We will be working hard to ensure 
that doesn’t happened throughout the 
rest of the season,” said Cuss. “We 


were good in patches and there were 
spells when we could have done bet¬ 
ter. 

“Generally I’ve been pleased with 
our pre-season performances.” 

Dorchester boss Phil Simkin had 
words of encouragement for 
Wimborne - albeit that they didn’t 
really threaten their higher league 
neighbours. 

He said: “It was a tough game for 
us, which was why I chose it. 
Wimborne are a good attacking side, 
but they never really looked like scor¬ 
ing to be honest. They will do well in 
their league this season as Steve 
Cuss has got them very organised.” 

• Next Saturday Wimborne host 
Fareham Town in the FA Cup prelimi¬ 
nary round with a £1,750 share of the 
FA prize fund at stake. 

Matt Parr’s Sydenhams Premier out¬ 
fit made light work of beating division¬ 
al rivals Hayling United 3-0 last week 
through ex-GE Hamble skipper James 
Roden, Bryn McKie and a superb 
Jack Kirby strike. 

It all made for a dismal afternoon for 
Hayling, who had had to surrender 
home advantage because of prob¬ 
lems with their College Ground pitch 
and missed out on £1,000 prize 
money. 


JAMES RODEN: Goal for Fareham in 3-0 win over Hayling. 
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GOING to Totton & Eling this 
season was meant to be ‘just 
like watching AC Milan’. 

But a problem with the Millers’ 
new black and red striped shirts 
meant they had to revert to plain, 
old red last Saturday. 

Before their FA Cup extra prelim¬ 
inary round tie against Fleet Spurs, 
Totton & Eling were told to ditch 
their new shirts because their all¬ 
black backs would be confused 
with match officials. 

“Someone must have tipped them 
off about our shirts because we 
were asked to change them before 
the game. We didn’t protest too 
much, but it does amaze me the 
things they pick you up on,” said 
Millers boss Kev Dawtry. 

“We were at home so we had 
spare red shirts available, but the 
problem we’ve got is that the name 
of our new sponsors, Heat Your 
Home For Less, is on the new kit. 

“It wasn’t an issue in our first 
game against Fareham, but we 
were told at half-time against 
Newport that they would have to 
report the issue. 

“The only reason we chose to 
have plain black on the back was to 
make the numbers easier to read. 
You often see games in the Premier 
League where teams wear dark 



shirts. Our chairman and secretary 
are going to speak to the Wessex 
League about it.” 

The shirt incident is one of two 
kit-related problems to have arisen 
at Little Testwood Farm already 
this season. 

In the 0-0 draw with Newport 
IoW, Island midfielder Alek 
Przespoleswki was sent off just 
before the second half got under¬ 
way following a debate about his 
under shorts. 

“Newport wear blue shorts and 
his undershorts were blue, but a 
slightly different colour, and he 
was asked to take them off,” said 
Dawtry. “The lad was still protest¬ 
ing at half-time and the next thing 
we knew the ref had called him 
over and sent him off.” 

Thankfully for the Millers, they 
managed to put the shirt issue 
behind them and see off Fleet Spurs 
3-2 through two-goal Adam 
Lowther and Craig Feeney. 

It wasn’t the best of perfor¬ 
mances, however, with Dawtry 
admitting: “At 3-2 up we could have 
made it 4-2 or 5-2, but in the last 15 
minutes our goalkeeper Tony 


Harrop made two or three good 
saves. The pitch was dry and it was 
our third game in a week, which 
showed a bit, but that’s just making 
excuses for the players. It wasn’t a 
good performance.” 

The Millers will have to improve 
away to divisional rivals GE Ham¬ 
ble in Friday’s preliminary round. 

“Ever since Hamble have been 
back in the Premier Division, we 
haven’t taken a point off them,” 
said Dawtry. 

Hamble got through by taming 
last season’s giant-killers Whitch¬ 
urch United 2-0 at Follands Park 
through Liam Crook and Jamie 
Musselwhite. It was by no means a 
stroll in the park, but delighted 
director of football Danny Bowers 
said: “The £1,000 prize money is 
desperately needed for club coffers 
and all credit to Dave and Paul (co¬ 
managers Dave Lewis and Paul 
Cotton) for such a workmanlike 
performance. 

“We’ve now got our toe in the 
water for a further £1,750 in the 
next round, but Totton & Eling at 
home will be tough. 

“They haven’t beaten us in the 
last two years, but in the FA Cup 
all that goes out of the window.” 

Totton & Eling will be without 
frontman Sammy Carter, facing a 
spell out with a pulled groin. 


NON-LEAGUE NEWS - dailyecho.co.uk 
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New City 
signing 
is a winner 

SALISBURY City have signed defender 
James Clarke - a member of the Oxford 
City squad that pipped AFC Totton to 
promotion from the Southern Premier 
Division last season. 

The 22-year-old featured in over 30 first 
team games for Oxford United before 
transferring to City where he won the 
player-of-the-year award in 2010/11. 

A strong tackier, he can adapt to any 
role in defence and impressed 
Salisbury’s management team during his 
debut as a Whites triallist at AFC Totton 
and in their victory over Portsmouth last 
weekend. 

“James brings in experience of playing 
at a higher level and I’ve been very 
impressed with his winning mentality in 
the two pre-season games he has played 
for us,” said Salisbury boss Darrell 
Clarke. 

“I’m sure he will become a fans’ 
favourite at the Ray Mac during the new 
season. 

Salisbury polished off their warm-up 
campaign with a 2-1 win over a youthful 
Portsmouth XI. 

Two late first-half goals - a thunderous 
striker from Stuart Sinclair and Chris 
McPhee’s clever flick three minutes later 
- put the Whites in command. 

They conceded a soft penalty in the 81st 
minute which Jack Compton tucked 
away. 

• Peter Matthiae has added the role of 
club secretary to his general manager’s 
duties at Salisbury City. 

It follows the depar¬ 
ture of long-serving 
clubman Alec Hayter, 
who has joined the 
secretarial set-up at 
Southern Premier out¬ 
fit AFC Totton. 

Thanking Totton- 
based Hayter, pic¬ 
tured, for his “vital 
contribution to the 
smooth running of the club,” a Salisbury 
statement said: “Alec has been a tremen¬ 
dous supporter of the club for many 
years and has been instrumental to the 
club’s success in general. 

“His encyclopaedic knowledge of the 
history of The Whites made him a vital 
contributor to programmes and press 
releases and he diligently played a big 
part in the club’s media activity. 

“As club secretary he was also the resi¬ 
dent expert on Conference rules and reg¬ 
ulations, enabling the club to funtion 
effectively off the field, and his efforts 
ensured player transfers and other club 
matters happened smoothly and profes¬ 
sionally. 

“The club would like to thank Alec for 
his dedicated service and wish him the 
very best for the future.” 



Shotingface 

giantkillers 


SHOUNG will host 
Sydenhams One side East 
Cowes Vies in the FA Cup pre¬ 
liminary round next Friday 
(August 24,7.30pm). 

Dave Diaper’s Southern One 
South & West outfit had half 
expected Verwood Town to be the 
visitors following the Dorset 
club’s promotion as champions to 
the Wessex top flight, writes 
WENDY GEE. 

But the Potters surprisingly 
came unstuck 3-2 on the Isle of 
Wight last Saturday after sloppi¬ 
ly surrendering a two-goal lead at 
Beatrice Avenue. 

Matt Delaney’s swerving volley 
put Verwood in front early in the 
second half and, when Jack 
Satterley quickly doubled the 
advantage, they looked home and 
dry. 

But Vies restored parity 
through Matt Evans and skipper 
Wayne Newnham before Keelan 
Sainsbury won it with a stop- 
page-time free kick. 

“We looked in control, but in 
the end we got what we deserved, 
which was nothing,” lamented 
Potters secretary Roy Mortimer. 

Verwood’s demise just goes to 
show that superior league status 
counts for nothing in the cup - a 
fact not lost on Diaper. 

“Teams are there to be shot,” he 
said. “We’ll be favourites on 
Friday, but it’s easier for us to be 
playing higher level teams 



MATT DELANEY: His goal 


put Verwood in front away 
to East Cowes Vies. 

because it’s second nature for 
players to want to win against 
bigger clubs. 

“It will be the same for East 
Cowes coming here. 

“When you’re the lower league 
club, no one expects you to win 
but you tell your players to go out 
and work hard, do yourselves 
proud and you might get a result. 

“It all comes back to work ethic 
again. Everything we’ve ever 
achieved at Sholing has been 
through hard work and we’ve got 
to match East Cowes in that 
department.” 


The tie has been switched to 
Friday to avoid a clash with 
cricket on Saturday. 

“It’s not that we can’t use our 
ground, but it’s easier to organise 
when there’s no cricket because 
of the changing rooms etc,” 
Diaper explained. 

“Hopefully we’ll get a bigger 
crowd on a Friday, which will be 
good for East Cowes too because 
they get a share of the gate.” 

One player who won’t be featur¬ 
ing for Sholing against Vies is 
new loan arrival Cassius Newton 
from Eastleigh. 

The 20-year-old midfielder has 
joined the Boatmen’s ranks for 
three months to pick up Southern 
League experience, but the 
Spitfires do not want him cup- 
tied. 

“It’s difficult for loan players 
because they have a boot in each 
camp,” said Diaper. “Cassius 
can’t play for us in the cups, 
which shows how much 
Eastleigh think of him.” 

Newton - son of Robbie Di 
Matteo’s assistant, Eddie, at 
Chelsea - played for Sholing in 
their final pre-season friendly, 
Monday’s 1-1 draw at Gosport 
Borough, and fitted in immedi¬ 
ately. 

“He’s a good lad,” said Diaper. 
“He’s young and enthusiastic and 
ticks all the boxes. 

“Eastleigh are trying to wean 
him in to play just behind the 
frontmen, but he can do other 
jobs in midfield. I’m always a bit 
nervous with new players com¬ 
ing in, but Cassius was accepted 
straight away.” 

Dom Burbridge, a striker signed 
from Cowes Sports, equalised 
against Gosport and joins ex- 
Eastleigh trio Ben Chambers, 
Ben Wilson and Liam Robinson 
and goalkeeper Matt Brown - 
back from Romsey - in Sholing’s 
revamped squad. 

Prior to the FA Cup, the 
Boatmen host Didcot on 
Wednesday (7.45) in their first 
home game of the South & West 
season. 


Magpies’ double swoop 


• DORCHESTER Town were 
due to complete a double 
swoop this week for 

the signatures of 
Charlie Clough and 
Elliot Ward, pictured. 

• Both players have 
been on trial at the 
Avenue Stadium this 
summer and look set 

for a permanent stay. (i 


Clough is a former Bristol 
Rovers defender while mid¬ 
fielder Ward started his 
career at nearby AFC 
Bournemouth. 

• Meanwhile versatile 
l £ forward Ryan Dovell, 

" 32, has left Dorchester 
| to rejoin Western 
t Premier Division club 
w Bridport. 


Non-league 

New? 


Jenkins leaves City 


MICK Jenkins’ brief stay at 
Southern One South & West 
new boys Winchester City is 
over. 


The former Havant & 
Waterlooville, Dorchester and 
Bognor boss joined the manage¬ 
ment team during the summer 
to help with coaching, player 
recruitment and sponsorship. 
But things didn’t work out. 



Club owner Paul 
McCarthy con¬ 
firmed: “Jenks 
has gone. There 
was a difference 
of opinion. He 
wasn’t brought in 
to change things, 
just to help us 
along the way. 

“Mick’s got a lot to offer 
football, but not at this club. I 
want to do things my way and 
we agreed to differ. 


“Martin Beck is still our assis¬ 
tant manager/coach and he’s a 
good bridge between the play¬ 
ers and (team boss) Guy 
Butters. We’ve also got Patrick 
McManus doing the reserves 
and a good youth structure, so 
we think we’ve got it right.” 
Following today’s South & West 
opener at home to Taunton, 
Winchester travel to Hungerford 
on Monday night. Next Saturday 
they open their doors to former 
Wessex rivals Alton Town in the 
FA Cup preliminary round. 


Alton booked their ticket to the 
Denplan by seeing off Western 
Leaguers Bradford Town 3-0 
last Saturday through Harry 
Little and Simba Mlambo (2) 
“Playing Alton’s a local derby 
for us. We’re pleased with that,” 
said McCarthy. 


Taunton appoint Rogers 

FORMER Weymouth boss Martyn 
Rogers has been appointed assis¬ 
tant manager of Evo-Stik Southern 
Division One South & West club 
Taunton Town. 

The vastly experienced Rogers 
managed Tiverton Town for over 
20 years before quitting in May 
2010. 

The 57-year-old ex-Bristol City, 
Exeter, Bath City and Weymouth 
player has been out of the game 
since his brief spell in charge of 
Weymouth in 2011. 


2002/52 SKODA FABIA 1.9 SDi, 5 door, diesel, estate, 66,000 miles, silver, 
full service history, electric mirrors, stereo, power assisted steering, 

air con.£2595 

2002/52 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA ESTATE DTi, 2 litre, Comfort, blue, 7 seater, 

diesel, electric windows & mirrors, service history, cd.£2195 

2000 SKODA OCTAVIA SLXI, 5 door, hatchback, silver & grey trim, aircon, 

electric windows & mirrors, cd, service history.£1295 

2000/X VW POLO TDi metallic green, matching trim, CD, alloys, electric 
windows & mirrors, power assisted steering, full service history, airbags, 

Tax December.£1195 

1996 PEUGEOT 306 Cabriolet, yellow and black trim, electric windows, 

powerhood, power assisted steering, alloys, stereo.£895 

1996 VW GOLF GTI, 16v, electric windows & mirrors, alloys, cd, 5 door, 
blue with matching trim.£895 

Tel. 023 8065 8651/01489 876234 (T) 


— » _ MAIN AGE 

1C Towbar Services Ltd mm 

■■J Hnupsiirc s to Motile looto hting Sonio: 


Cyd« 




Trail* 


jr023 8069 5311 

, www.towbarservtces com 

Towbar Services Ltd, Pavilion Close, Fair Oak, Eastleigh, Hampshire S050 7PS 


CAWTE GARAGE 

MERCEDES BENZ SPECIALISTS 

^ Mercedes Star Diagnostic Testing Servicing and Repairs 
Diagnostics and Auto Electrical Repairs 
Air Conditioning & injector Servicing 
^ ABS, Airbags, Emissions 4 Wheel Tracking 
Tyres, Batteries, Exhausts ^ MOT testing station 

Trafalgar Rd, Shirley • Southampton Hampshire • SO 15 3EB 

cawtegarage.co.uk • 023 8078 0894 
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Downton keep 
tabs on Mark 



SYDENHAMS Premier pace-setters Downton 
are keeping close tabs on striker Mark 
Osman, who hung up his boots at AFC 
Totton at the end of last season. 

Osman - 12 years a Totton man - called 
time on his Stags career after May’s 
Southern Premier Division play-off final 
defeat at Oxford City to spend more time 
with his family. 

But there has been talk of him returning to 
football in the less time-consuming environ¬ 
ment of the Sydenhams League which could 
put Downton in pole position to sign him. 

“Mark is best friends with our midfielder 
Joe Dorrington and he has shown some 
interest in coming here,” said manager Jeff 
Softley. 

“At the moment, though, he wants a break 
from football. But if he gets itchy feet, I think 
we’d stand a good chance of getting him. 

“This club wants to go forward 
and signing Mark would be 
massive for us. 

“If he came here, we’d 
have a good chance of win¬ 
ning the title but we’ll just 
have to wait and see.” 
Some might argue that an 
' extra striker is the last thing 
Downton need right now. 

The Wiltshire club are scor¬ 
ing goals like they are going 
out of fashion. 

Having opened the 
Sydenhams Premier cam¬ 
paign with 4-0 and 7-3 wins over Blackfield & 
Langley and GE Hamble respectively, the 
rampant Robins saw off Ash United 4-1 in 
the FA Cup extra preliminary round to book a 
trip to Blackfield next Saturday. 

With Dorrington, Danny Urry, Josh Thomas 
and Will Knight all missing, Downton were 
not at their best in the first half. They still led 
1 -0 at the interval thanks to a Vince Rusher 
penalty awarded for a foul on Declan 
McGregor. 

McGregor and Danny Finnigan put clear 
daylight between the sides before a defen¬ 
sive slip allowed the Combined Counties visi¬ 
tors to pull one back. 

But two minutes later new signing Danny 
Western marked his return to Wick Lane, fol¬ 
lowing up Nic Turpin’s strike as it came off 
the woodwork. 

“We didn’t start well and didn’t deserve to 
be ahead at half-time,” admitted Softley. 

“I wasn’t happy. 

“We had to step up our game and we did. 

“In the end, we won comfortably. 

“Jack Brooks and Danny Western 
impressed when they came on. Danny is 
recovering from injury, but he showed good 
skill and got a goal. 


MARK 

OSMAN 



EASTLEIGH have spent big in their 
quest for promotion from the Blue 
Square Bet South. 

But the Spitfires hope that further down the 
line they won’t always have to splash the cash 
to strengthen their squad, writes Wendy Gee. 

Although their current first team is brim¬ 
ming with tried and trusted players picked up 
from League and non-League football, the 
Stoneham Lane club intend to nurture their 
own talent for the future. 

So far nine young guns have been recruited 
for the 2012/13 campaign - all of them rated as 
“young, gifted players with great 
ability, attitude and potential to 
grow.” 

Dan Wright, who recently , 
took over from Danny Smith / 
as Eastleigh’s head of foot-1 
ball in the community, said: I 
“We are really excited with } 
the group we have assembled 
so far and are looking forward " 
to helping them reach their 
full potential. 

“Our trialhst open day was 
a roaring success and already 
first-team manager Ian Baird, 
pictured,dddd has wanted a closer look at one 
of our promising youngsters, giving Corey 
King an appearance in the recent friendly 
against Reading.” 

Some of the youngsters will be sent on loan to 
Southern League clubs, starting with Cassius 
Newton - son of Chelsea’s assistant boss, Eddie 
- who was due to kick off the Southern One 
South & West campaign with Sholing today. 



IAN 

BAIRD 


Eastleigh’s nine to watch 


■ David Whittaker - Tigerish mid¬ 
fielder, better known as ‘DJ’, pre¬ 
viously with Winchester Youth. A 
member of the double-winning 
Hampshire County Youth 
League under-18 side, he made 
good progress through 
Eastleigh’s reserves and claimed 
a regular Suburban League 
place. Turns 18 in November. 

■ Joe Chamberlain - Another 
graduate of Eastleigh’s double¬ 
winning youth season who 
scored twice in the Cup final 
against Christchurch. 
Seventeen-year-old ‘JC’ made 
his debut for Eastleigh’s 
Suburban League side last 
September and has recently 
sported the captain’s armband, 
showing maturity beyond his 
years. Primarily a central defend¬ 
er, he can also adapt to a full 
back or midfield role. 

■ Davidson Tejaiye - A new 
arrival at the Silverlake Stadium 
who immediately signed a one- 
year contract. The ex-Thurrock 
teenager turned 18 this year and 
is viewed as an exciting future 
prospect. Started his career at 
Sunderland and is best 
described as a competitive mid¬ 
fielder with an excellent range of 
passing. 


■ Callum Casson - Isle of Wight- 
born left back who has been on 
the fringe of the first team for the 
past four seasons, having gradu¬ 
ated from Eastleigh’s youth sys¬ 
tem. Twenty next month, he has 
signed his first club contract. A 
member of the Suburban League 
side since 2008, the plan is for 
him to gain experience on loan 
with a Southern League club. 

■ Tom Coffey - The youngest of 
the new recruits, Coffey is a 16- 
year-old goalkeeper with great 
potential. Joined Eastleigh last 
season and was part of the 
under-16 squad that won their 
cup final at St Mary’s. Still too 
young to be placed on contract, 
he will be signed up when he 
comes of age. 

■ Cassius Newton - Son of 
Chelsea assistant manager, 
Eddie, the 20-year-old is an 
exciting attacking midfield player 
who joined Eastleigh in April hav¬ 
ing previously had spells with 
Brentford, AFC Bournemouth, M 
K Dons, Winchester City, 
Salisbury City and the Glenn 
Hoddle Academy. Has joined 
Southern League neighbours 
Sholing on loan for three months 


to gain valuable first-team expe¬ 
rience. 

■ Corey King - Seventeen-year- 
old attacking midfielder, previ¬ 
ously with Macclesfield, Yeovil 
and Reading, who was intro¬ 
duced to Eastleigh by ex- 
Portsmouth midfielder Fitzroy 
Simpson. Has secured a two- 
year contract at the Silverlake 
and made his first-team debut in 
last Saturday’s home friendly 
against Reading. A threat out 
wide or through the middle. 

■ Ryan Holloway - Seventeen- 
year-old full back who broke into 
the Suburban League side 
towards the end of last season, 
having been a regular for the 
Hampshire County under-18 
side. Continues to show great 
promise and has agreed a one- 
year deal. 

■ Lerone Plummer - Pacy,18- 
year-old striker previously with 
Romsey Town and St Francis. 
Nicknamed ‘Rudi 1 , he signed for 
the club last April from QK 
Southampton, scoring two goals 
on his Suburban League debut 
against Hampton & Richmond 
Borough. Ended up bagging five 
goals in four appearances. 


Jordace makes his mark 


FREE-SCORING ex-Saint 
Jordace Holder-Spooner netted 
his seventh goal of the pre-sea- 
son campaign for Basingstoke 
Town last Saturday. 

The lively winger/frontrun¬ 
ner, released by Eastleigh ear¬ 
lier this summer, applied the 
finishing touch to a 3-0 win at 
Chippenham Town. 

Stuart Lake thumped home 
Stoke’s 35th-minute opener 
from a corner before Holder- 
Spooner crossed for another 


ex-Eastleigh wideman, Shaun 
McAuley, to make it 2-0 after 
the break. 

Chippenham were still pick¬ 
ing the bones out of that one 
when they lost possession from 
the re-start and 19-year-old 
Holder-Spooner punished 
them with a typically lethal fin¬ 
ish. 

Basingstoke boss Jason 
Bristow was happy with his 
team’s final workout before the 
Blue Square Bet South season 


kicked off at home to Sutton 
United today. 

“We produced a strong per¬ 
formance and came through 
the game without any injuries 
as well as keeping a clean 
sheet,” he said. 

With Delano Sam-Yorke sus¬ 
pended, Reading-based hitman 
Holder-Spooner was expected 
to start against Sutton. 

“It should be an interesting 
battle between those two,” said 
Bristow. “It’s a headache I am 


pleased to have. 

“We know Delano is going to 
want to play, so it’s up to 
Jordace to show us what he can 
do.” 

Holder-Spooner will have 
had extra incentive to impress 
today with a trip to his old club 
Eastleigh beckoning on 
Tuesday (7.45pm). Last season 
the Dragons won 2-0 at the 
Silverlake Stadium in the 
opening game of 2011/12 - both 
goals scored by Sam-Yorke. 
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Great Value Coach Holidays 


COACH HOLIDAYS 



Newmarket 

Holidays 



Paddy Power Gold Cup 
Cheltenham 

Departs 17 November 2012 

Experience the drama and excitement of the first major National 
Hunt event of the season at Cheltenham Racecourse on this great 
value two-day break. There will be plenty of time to enjoy two full 
afternoons’ racing including the highlight the Paddy Power Gold 
Cup on Saturday and the Greatwood Handicap Hurdle on Sunday, 
plus one night’s accommodation and coach travel from your choice 
of local pick-up points, this break is a sure bet! 

Price includes • Return coach travel • One night’s bed and 
English breakfast accommodation at a three star hotel within 
coaching distance of Cheltenham Racecourse • Two days’ 
admission to the Best Mate Enclosure (Tattersalls upgrade available 
for a supplement) • The services of a Tour Manager 



Olympic Park & London’s 
Historic East End 

Including a visit to the Royal Borough 
of Greenwich 

Departs 21 October 2012 

Don’t miss this opportunity to visit London’s magnificent Olympic 
Park! Marvel at the site from the vantage point of the VIP Olympic 
Park Viewing Gallery, as visited by Her Majesty the Queen. 

Price includes • Return coach travel • One night’s bed and 
continental breakfast accommodation in a comfortable hotel such 
as the Holiday Inn Express, Dartford or the Park Inn, Thurrock • A 
visit to the Olympic Park including access to the VIP Olympic Park 
Viewing Gallery • A panoramic tour of London’s historic East End 
A visit to Greenwich • The services of a Tour Manager 


(£) www.newmarket.travel/ncs © 0843 31 6 1124 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. if^ABTA 

Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Calls cost 4p per minute. Association 
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Only three to 
fall this season 


ROMSEY TOWN: Back: Lee Wolfe (sponsor, Romsey Fast Fit), Danny Barker (manager), Aaron Dunne, Craig Bryant, Richard Hayter, Jon Page, 
Aaron Milne, Liam Edgar, Nick White, Breon Graham, Carl Bennett (assistant manager), Stuart Ellis (sponsor, Romsey Fast Fit). Front: row: Ian 
Snelling (first team coach), Scott Fellbrich, Jack Garner, Tim Brasseur, Kieron Gallagher, John Roberts, Gareth Snelling, Matt Austin, Peter 
Walker, Joe Urquhart, Dan Piper (first team coach). Below right: Action from Romsey’s FA Cup qualifying round match with Lymington Town 


ONLY the bottom two clubs 
will be relegated from the 
Evo-Stik Southern Premier 
Division this season - and 
only one from Division One 
South & West. 

It follows the recent Step 5 
review of the non-League 
pyramid which included a 
decision to increase the 
number of clubs in each Step 
3 League (Northern, Ryman 
and Southern Premier) from 
22 to 24 in season 2013/14. 

A statement issued by the 
Southern League said: 




TOWN 


ASSISTANT manager Carl 
Bennett reckons lack of fear 
could work in Romsey 
Town’s favour this season. 

The vast majority of Danny 
Barker’s new-look side are so 
young that they’ve never played 
top-flight Wessex football before 
and haven’t a clue who to be afraid 
of! 

“The new squad we’ve built here 
are all fit and have no fear,” said 
Bennett. Having never played at 
this level, they’ve got no 
idea of the players they’re 
up against. 

“It’s not a case of them 
not respecting the opposi¬ 
tion, it’s just that they don’t 
know them. So every time 
they go out on the pitch, 
they think ‘hold on, we 
could get something here.’” 

Although Romsey lost 
their season’s opener 3-0 at 
Bemerton Heath 

Harlequins, they put in an 
admirably composed per¬ 
formance against Ian Chalk’s title 
favourites who have finished run¬ 
ners-up for the last two seasons. 

“The younger lads are fearless,” 
said Bennett. “When we played 
Bemerton there was no sign of 
anyone having an adenaline rush 
or freezing because of who we 
were playing. 

“Once the youngsters get bedded 
into the league I expect they will 
get cautious of different sides, but 
we feel we’ve got a squad that is 
good enough to compete as we 
proved against Lymington last 
Saturday.” 

What Romsey’s new-look side 
lack in experience, they undoubt¬ 
edly make up for in energy. 




DANNY 

BARKER 


Fitness, pace and hard work 
were the key ingredients of their 4- 
0 FA Cup win over Andy Leader’s 
Lymington Town which banked 
them £1,000 in prize money and 
booked a preliminary round trip to 
Horndean next Saturday where a 
further £1,750 will be at stake. 

John Roberts, a pacy left-sided 
player picked up from 
Totton & Eling, gave 
Romsey a 1-0 half-time 
lead and they shifted up 
through the gears in the 
second half to score with a 
Breon Graham brace - one 
a penalty - and a 25-yarder 
from Gareth Snelling. 

Team boss Barker 
admitted Romsey had to 
ride their luck at times, 
but said: “Once we settled 
and started doing the 
things we’re good at we 
caused them problems. 

“With the lads we’ve brought on 
board, we looked at how we were 
going to play and decided to get the 
ball wide and hit teams on the 
break. It worked a treat on 
Saturday. 

“We soak up pressure and when 
we do move forward, we play very 
quickly. We’ve got energy all over 
the pitch.” 

Ex-Miller Roberts is no slouch 
and, ditto, fellow winger Pete 
Walker, signed from Christchurch 
reserves. 

Up front, Graham - formerly of 
Sholing and Winchester City - is 
full of running as is former 
Otterbourne striker Aaron Milne. 


“Aaron is a taller lad with pace 
as well as power and a good 
workrate,” said Barker. “In mid- 
field we’ve got the energy of Matt 
Austin and Kieran Gallagher and 
also Tim Brasseur (ex-Eastleigh) 
who’s got plenty of pace. 

“Lloyd Clarke, our quickest full¬ 
back, didn’t even play against 
Lymington and neither did Marc 
Pascual, who’s another fast left 
winger. 

“We’ve also got young Jack 
Garner who’s a quick lad coming 
off the bench.” 

Barker will probably add some 
experience to the side in due 
course, but said: “We’ll see how 
they go. 

“We’ve got raw, young lads with 
no fear and plenty of fitness, ener¬ 
gy and pace. One thing they we did 
do for 90 minutes against Lyming¬ 
ton was never stop working.” 

Romsey put in another decent 
performance on Tuesday against 
another of the Sydenhams 
Premier title fancies. 

Unfortunately for the Bypass 
boys they came up just short, los¬ 
ing 1-0 to last season’s fourth- 
placed finishers Moneyfields. 

“We’ve had a hard start with 
Bemerton, Moneyfields and 
Christchurch to come on Tuesday, 
but our season won’t depend on 
how we do against those three,” 
said Barker. “We’ve been playing 
well and we’ve got to take those 
performances into games against 
the mid-table sides.” 

Moneyfields’ assistant boss Gra¬ 
eme Gee believes Romsey will hold 
their heads above water this term. 
It’ll be tough for them with a new 
team, but I think they’ll be alright,” 
he said. “They’re a very young side 
who work extremely hard.” 



“Further to the Step 5 review 
that was carried out during 
last season, the league’s 
Premier Division next season 
(2013/14) will consist of 24 
clubs. To facilitate this, the 
number of clubs to be rele¬ 
gated from each of the three 
divisions will be reduced at 
the end of this season 
(2012/13) only. There will be 
no changes to the number of 
promotion places. 

“The clubs in the bottom 
two places of the Premier 
Division at the end of the 
playing season will be 
relegated to a feeder 
pool and placed in the 
most geographically 
appropriate division 
at Step 4. 

“The clubs in the 
bottom place of 
Division One Central 
and Division One 
South & West at the 
end of the playing 
season will be rele¬ 
gated to a feeder pool 
and placed in the 
most geographically 
appropriate division 
at Step 5.” 
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Shirts are a 
perfect FIT! 



SHIRT LAUNCH: Romsey Fast Fit directors Stuart Ellis and Lee 
Wolfe are pictured with Romsey manager Danny Barker. 


WHEN Romsey Town’s 
new assistant manager 
Carl Bennett popped into 
local company Romsey 
Fast Fit, he came away 
with a whole lot more than 
he had bargained for. 

The main purpose of his 
visit was to ask if the 
garage, based at 
Greatbridge Business Park, 
would be renewing their 
advertising boards at the 
Bypass Ground. 

Little did he know he 
would also strike the jack¬ 
pot of home and away shirt 
sponsorship for Town’s 
new Sydenhams Premier 
Division campaign. 

“Romsey Fast Fit have 
got boards up at the 
ground, so I went to see if I 
could get renewals and 
spoke to (director) Stuart 
Ellis who said ‘no problem,’ 
Bennett explained. 

“When I went back to 
pick up the cheque I men¬ 
tioned that the club needed 
new sponsors, they asked 
how much and agreed to 
sponsor the home shirts on 
the spot. I picked up the 
cheque two days later.” 

But that wasn’t the end of 
the story. Ellis and fellow 
director Lee Wolfe have a 
sister company, Romsey 
Accident Repair Centre, 
which is the new name 
emblazoned on Romsey’s 
away shirts. 


And, as an added bonus, 
Town have picked up a 
team tracksuit sponsor, 
Symark Builders, run by the 
club’s former first-team 
manager Trevor Holmes. 

“Trevor’s a local builder 
and he’s always in and 
around the club,” said 
Bennett. 

“I didn’t know him per¬ 
sonally, but we had a long 
chat about a few of his 
experiences at Romsey 
and he was keen to get on 
board and help out in any 
way. 

“We’re now looking to 
see if we can find reserve 
team sponsors so that the 
whole club is newly kitted 
out. 

“And we’d also like new 
tracksuits for the first-team 
management. 

“I appreciate things are 
tight out there financially, 
but the management team 
are wearing tracksuits all 
the time and it would be 
nice to have the sponsor’s 
name on the back. It would 
only be four or five track- 
suits and if anyone can 
help they can phone me on 


07799 140388.” 

As an area sales manag¬ 
er covering the south of 
England, Bennett was 
always destined to add 
another string to his bow 
when he agreed to join 
Romsey as Danny Barker’s 
right-hand man earlier this 
summer. 

The pair go back a long 
way together with Hamble 
Club, Colden Common 
and Sporting Bishops 
Waltham. 

“Danny was back playing 
last season and, for family 
reasons, I took a year out,” 
Bennett explained. 

“I was never at Danny’s 
level as a player, but I 
played under-18 football as 
a centre-forward for Hedge 
End about 13 years ago 
and then hung up my boots 
at 24 after breaking three 
ribs playing in the Drew 
Smith League. 

“I never got my fitness 
back, but I’ve always found 
that I can talk to players 
and I’m better as a coach 
than I ever was as a player. 

“Being at Wessex 
Premier level is what Danny 


and I always wanted when 
we first started managing 
together. It was the next 
logical step after winning 
the (Hampshire) league 
with Colden Common, but 
you have to bide your time 
and wait for the right 
opportunity. 

“We’ve had to rebuild at 
Romsey, but we feel we’ve 
got a squad that is good 
enough to compete.” 

Not only does Bennett 
excel at talking to players, 
but he does a pretty good 
job of winning round the 
local community too. 


“It was difficult to start 
with but, although I live in 
Mansbridge, I’m familiar 
with the Romsey area 
because of my job as a 
sales manager and it’s one 
of the closest community 
towns I know,” he said. 

“Everyone gets on with 
each other and if you speak 
to one person and they 
don’t know the answer to 
your question, they will put 
you in touch with someone 
who does. 

“It’s such a friendly place 
and, although not everyone 
can sponsor us, not a sin¬ 


gle person’s said: ‘I’m not 
interested. Goodbye.’ 

“They all want to talk and 
find out how the club is 
going and some people 
have rung me back and 
said maybe they could be 
shirt sponsors next year. 
That could be difficult 
because Stuart and Lee 
have said they want to 
carry on - but I’d rather 
have too many than none 
at all! 

“We’re really grateful for 
Stuart and Lee’s support.” 


Great start for City 


NON-LEAGUE FIXTURES 


Monday, August 20 

BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 

South: Chelmsford v Welling. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Division One South & West: Hungerford v 
Winchester City. 

Tuesday, August 21 
BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 
South: AFC Hornchurch v Boreham Wood, Bath 
City v Maidenhead, Eastbourne Borough v 
Bromley, Eastleigh v Basingstoke, Farnborough v 
Weston-super-Mare, Hayes & Yeading v 
Billericay, Staines v Dorchester, Sutton v Dover, 
Tonbridge v Salisbury, Truro v Havant & 
Waterlooville. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Premier Division: AFC Totton v Chesham, 
Arlesey v Bedford, Barwell v Banbury, Bashley v 
Frame, Bideford v Gosport, Chippenham v 
Weymouth, Kettering v Hemel Hempstead, 
Leamington v Stourbridge, Redditch v Bedworth, 
St Albans v Cambridge City, St Neots v Hitchin. 
Division One South & West: Abingdon Utd v 
Swindon Supermarine, Cirencester v North 
Leigh, Clevedon v Cinderford, Merthyr Town v 
Shortwood, Paulton Rovers v Tiverton, Taunton v 
Poole, Wimborne v Bridgwater, Yate v Evesham. 
SYDENHAMS LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Alton 
Town, Bournemouth Poppies v Hayling, Fareham 
Town v Moneyfields, GE Hamble v Bemerton 
HH, Hamworthy Utd v Lymington Town, New 
Milton v Fawley AFC, Romsey v Christchurch. 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Senior Division: Bouremouth Sports v QK 
Southampton, Hamble Club v Locks Heath, 
Hedge End Rangers v AFC Stoneham, 
Otterbourne v Colden Common, Paulsgrove v 
Fleetlands, Sporting BW v AFC Aldermaston, 
University of Portsmouth v Liphook. 

Wednesday, August 22 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Division One South & West: Bishops Cleeve v 
Mangotsfield, Sholing v Didcot. 

SYDENHAMS LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Verwood v Downton. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Senior Division: Clanfield v Liss Athletic, 
Winchester Castle v Overton. 

Combination: Colden Common v Hamble Club, 
Hedge End Rangers v Locks Heath, QK 
Southampton v Bournemouth Sports. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Dorchester v AFC Totton, 
Gosport v Christchurch, Moneyfields v Sholing, 
Poole v Fleet Town. 

Thursday, August 23 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Combination: AFC Stoneham v Otterbourne, 
Fleetlands v Clanfield, Liss Athletic v Liphook, 
Sporting BW v Winchester Castle. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Salisbury City v Bashley. 


WINCHESTER City celebrated their 
return to the Southern League with a 3- 
2 home win over Taunton Town in 
Division One South & West. 

Guy Butters’ men were 1-0 up at half¬ 
time, but a drab game burst to life with 
four goals in the last ten minutes. 

Winchester’s line-up included new 
attacking signing George Bowerman, an 
ex-Aldershot trainee from Salisbury City, 
while James Taylor - confirmed as new 
player/assistant manager - was named on 
the bench. 

There was no real shape to the game 
early on with both sides struggling to keep 
possession in hot-humid conditions. 

Taunton survived a spell with ten men 
after Rodney Marsh had taken a blow to 
the face in a collision with a team mate. It 
took 16 minutes for the first shot at goal 
to materialise. Winchester defender Pete 
Castle poked the ball through for 
Bowerman who fired a first-time shot just 
wide. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE - 
PREMIER DIVISION 
FROME TOWN 3 AFC TOTTON 1 

New Totton boss Steve Riley began his 
reign with a disappointing defeat. 

Totton led after 18 minutes following a 
moment of magic from mid-fielder 
Jonathan Davies. Receiving the ball on 
the edge of the centre circle, Davies drove 
forward before being forced wide, from 
where he whipped in a cross which 
RICHARD GILLESPIE glanced home past 
home keeper Darren Chitty. 

But on 32 minutes TOM EVANS scram¬ 
bled home the levelled and six minutes 
later Frame were in front as LEWIS POW¬ 
ELL sscored. BEN WOOD fadded a third 
after 73 minutes. 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT: 


City’s defence was untroubled until the 
26th minute when Ben Mammola 
launched in a deceptively swerving ball 
which Dean Stamp managed to control, 
but his shot was cleared by Castle. 

On 33 minutes Taunton’s Dave Hambly 
joined City’s Danny King in the referee’s 
notebook for a foul on Michael Charles 20 
yards out. 

Andrew White laid the free-kick off to 
Charles whose thumping effort was 
blocked. 

The ball came out to Bowerman wide 
right and he delivered to the far post 
where Charles caught the ball beautifully 
and volleyed wide. 

City were gradually taking control and 
deservedly took the lead on 39 minutes 
through skipper Leigh Mills. 

Tom Dunford swung the ball across to 
the back stick from where Charles did bril¬ 
liantly well to unleash a goal-bound shot 
from a tight angle and MILLS was there to 
slide it over the line. 

With Taunton starting to teeter Charlie 
Smeeton threaded the ball through to 
White who back-heeled it into the path of 
Bowerman whose shot was deflected for 
a corner. 

Then, with half-time approaching, it took 
a last ditch clearance to deny Charles fol¬ 
lowing a dangerous build-up involving 
White. Half-time 

WINCHESTER CITH 1 

TAUNTON TOWN 0 


Taunton looked marginally livelier at the 
start of the second-half, but it was City 
who had the first opening - Bowerman’s 
free-kick drifting well over. 

With the movement of Charles and 
White causing the visitors problems, City 
won another free-kick on 55 minutes, but 
King’s delivery from the right was too 
strong for Smeeton who couldn’t keep his 
header down. 

Tom Dunford and Smeeton sent efforts 
wide, but Winchester were struggling to 
recapture their late first-half momentum 
against a Taunton side who looked bereft 
of ideas. 

When the visitors did show signs of 
threatening, Castle and Mills obliged with 
powerful clearing headers and keeper 
Rory Anderson was comfortably behind a 
strike by substitute Lee Smyth. 

City replaced Bowerman with Taylor on 
76 minutes and immediately had Taunton 
under pressure again. 

Goalkeeper Connor Sidley-Adams just 
about managed to keep Charles out after 
TJ McClory-Cuthbertson had slid the ball 
down the right and then Taylor had a hob¬ 
bling shot deflected wide after Charles 
had caught Taunton napping. 

Winchester’s failure to convert looked 
like costing them dear, however, when 
Taunton equalised with eight minutes to 
go. 

City failed to clear in the aftermath of a 
throw-in, allowing MARSH the most 
straight-forward of finishes. 

Nick Watts, who had only just come on 
as a sub for Smeeton, quickly exited 
again following a hefty foul. 

But just when it looked as it City’s after¬ 
noon might be crumbling, they caught 


Taunton with two quick goals in the last 
three minutes of normal time. 

With 87 minutes on the clock Taunton 
allowed McClory-Cuthbertson’s throw to 
bounce in the box and CHARLES 
pounced to drill his side 2-1 up. 

Then, two minutes later ex Saint DUN¬ 
FORD went on a driving run through the 
visiting defence and collected a return 
pass from Charles before stabbing the 
ball over the line. 

It should have been done and dusted 
for City but, after Owen Irish had narrowly 
failed to connect with a gift header, 
Taunton grabbed a second when sub Neil 
Peek flicked on for MARSH to score a 
minute into added time. 

BLUE SQUARE BET SOUTH 

BOREHAM WOOD 3 EASTLEIGH 0 

For the fourth consecutive season, 
Eastleigh lost their opening game and 
they still have not gained a single point 
at Boreham Wood’s ground. 

Eastleigh’s best effort of the first half 
was when a powerfully struck free-kick 
from Michael Green from 25 yards was 
deflected for a corner. 

However, Boreham Wood took the 
lead in the 35th minute when Riza set¬ 
up former Eastleigh favourite Graeme 
MONTGOMERY to score with a power¬ 
fully struck shot. 

A brilliant piece of skill by INIH 
EFFIONG saw him hold off a couple of 
challenges before slotting home 
Boreham Wood’s all-important goal in 
the 56th minute. 

Then, 11 minutes later, RIZA beat Tom 
Jordan to the ball and made no mistake 
from close range. 


Friday, August 24 
FA CUP 

Preliminary round: Christchurch v Alresford 
Town, GE Hamble v Totton & Eling, Sholing v 
East Cowes Vies (7.30). 

Saturday, August 25 

BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 

South: AFC Hornchurch v Dover, Bath City v 
Havant & Waterlooville, Chelmsford v Bromley, 
Eastbourne v Billericay, Eastleigh v Weston- 
super-Mare, Farnborough v Dorchester, Hayes & 
Yeading v Boreham Wood, Staines v 
Basingstoke, Sutton v Maidenhead, Tonbridge 
Angels v Welling, Truro v Salisbury. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Totton v Stourbridge, 
Arlesey v Bedworth, Barwell v Chesham, Bashley 
v Hemel Hempstead, Bideford v Bedford, 
Chippenham v Cambridge City, Gosport 
Borough v Redditch, Kettering v Banbury, 
Leamington v Hitchin, St Albans v Frame, St 
Neots v Weymouth. 

FA CUP 

Preliminary round: Blackfield & Langley v 
Downton, Pewsey Vale v Melksham Town, 
Moneyfields v Newport (loW), Horndean v 
Romsey Town, Wootton Bassett Town v 
Hamworthy Utd, Wimborne Town v Fareham 
Town, Winchester City v Alton Town,Yate Town 
v Poole Town. 

SYDENHAMS LEAGUE 

SL Cup, second round: Laverstock & Ford v 

Team Solent. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Senior Division: AFC Stoneham v University of 
Portsmouth, Bournemouth Sports v Winchester 
Castle, Hamble Club v Colden Common, Hedge 
End Rangers v Clanfield, Liphook v Locks Heath, 
Otterbourne v Liss Athletic, Paulsgrove v AFC 
Aldermaston, QK Southampton v Overton, 
Sporting BW v Fleetlands. 

Combination: Clanfield v AFC Aldermaston, 
Colden Common v Hedge End Rangers, 
Fleetlands v Overton, Liss Athletics v 
Bournemouth Sports, Winchester Castle v 
Hamble Club. 

MAGNATA CARE HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE 2004 

Durley v Crusaders, Forest Town v Infinity, Four 
Marks v Michelmersh &Timsbury, Lyndhurst v 
Broughton, Upham v Andover Lions. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Bemerton HH v Wimborne 
Town. 


FUL NON-LEAGUE ROUND-UP IN MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO 
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News snips 


◦ FABRICE MUAMBA 

has revealed he took 
part in an impromptu 
game of football as he 
recovers from the heart 
attack suffered during 
an FA Cup tie against 
Tottenham in March. 
Bolton midfielder 
Muamba was rushed 
to the London Chest 
Hospital and 
doctors took 
78 minutes 
to restart 
his heart 
following the 
incident at 
White Hart 
Lane, with his eventual 
recovery described as “a 
miracle”. 

The 24-yeai^old has made 
a remarkable recovery 
since then, but it is still 
not known when, or if, the 
former England Undei^2l 
international will be able 
to return to professional 
football. 



◦ ASTON VILLA 
skipper Stiliyan 
Petrov appears to 
be winning his fight 
to overcome acute 
leukaemia after the club 
confirmed the midfielder 
is in remission. 

Bulgarian international 
Petrov has been 
undergoing 
regular 
treatment 
at a London 
hospital 
since the 
illness was 
diagnosed four 
months ago. Now the 
player, nicknamed ‘Stan’, 
has received a positive 
bulletin in his battle to 
defeat the cancer. Villa 
said in a club statement: 
“It is with great delight 
that the club can 
confirm on behalf of our 
long-standing captain, 
Stiliyan Petrov, that his 
acute leukaemia is in 
remission.” 



◦ BOLTON have signed 
Arsenal’s teenage 
striker Benik Afobe on a 
season-long loan. 

Afobe, 19, has put pen to 
paper on his contract at 
the Reebok Stadium after 
returning from Arsenal’s 
tour of Asia, where he 
played in friendlies against 


said:“Benik is 
a very exciting addition 
to our squad.We would 
like to thank Arsenal 
and Arsene Wenger for 
agreeing to the loan. 

He is going to be a very 
good player.” 



Malaysia XI, 
Manchester 
City and 
Kitchee FC 
Bolton 
manager 
Owen Coyle 




PREMIER 

LEAGUE 

LEGENDS: 

From left to right: 
Wayne Rooney, 
Chris Sutton, 
Didier Drogba 
and Dennis 
Bergkamp 



The Barclays Premier 
League celebrates 
20 glorious years of 
football action this 
month. Here JIM VAN 
WIJK recalls some of 
the highlights... 

WHAT a match! What a 
finale! What a season! 

That was the universal 
reaction to the manner 
in which Manchester City 
came from 2-1 down in May 
to beat QPR 3-2 with injury¬ 
time goals from substitute 
Edin Dzeko and Sergio 
Aguero. 

By common consent it 
was the most dramatic 
ending to a season in 20 
years of Premier League 
football and etched the fifth 
name on the most coveted 
domestic trophy. 

So Manchester City 
are the champions as the 
world’s most famous League 
celebrates its 20th anniver¬ 
sary this month. 

Manchester United have 
won it 12 times, Chelsea and 
Arsenal three times each 
and Blackburn once. 

Yet if the thrill of lifting 
the trophy has not exactly 
been spread far and wide, 
then the thrills and 
occasional controversy 
associated with witnessing 
the Barclays Premier League 
in action have become a 
global phenomenon. 

It is the reason televi¬ 
sion recently stumped up 
£3billion amid a time of 
recession and austerity for 
the rights to screen Barclays 
Premier League matches 
between 2013 and 2016. 

Football, it appears, 
stands alone as immune 
from the economic melt¬ 
down. 

Why? It is because it 
delivers, year after year, the 
big names, the best 
competition and the most 
stirring action. 

We have had 20 years of 
English bulldog spirit 
epitomised by strikers such 
as Alan Shearer and Wayne 
Rooney and wonderful 
foreign talent such as 
Thierry Henry, Dennis 
Bergkamp, Gianfranco Zola 
and David Silva. 

Twenty years of controver¬ 
sial characters such as Eric 
Cantona and Didier Drogba 
and Mario Balotelli. 

Twenty years in which 
plain old Alex Ferguson has 
become Sir Alex as he has 





Sharp at a cost of £200,000 
for the season. In 2011-12 
American financial giant 
AON were paying a reported 
£20million per season in a 
four-year deal to have their 
logo emblazoned on the 
United jerseys. 

In 1992 a season ticket at 
Arsenal’s Highbury would 
have cost £476. Last season, 
an equivalent seat, admit¬ 
tedly at the state-of-the-art 
Emirates Stadium, cost 
£1,944. 

The figures, 
however, become 
truly mind-blow¬ 
ing when it 


comes to television cash. 

In 1992 Sky stumped up 
£60million-a-season to se¬ 
cure TV rights. The deal for 
TV rights for the Barclays 
Premier League from 2010 
to 2013 totalled £1.782bil- 
lion. The new £3billion deal 
is a staggering rise. 

It all comes down to de¬ 
mand and when you consid¬ 
er the League next season 
will be broadcast to around 
600 million people in more 
than 200 countries it is not 
difficult to see where the big 
numbers come from. 

Despite the global reces¬ 
sion there is no reason to 
believe the world’s most 
popular game has reached 
saturation point. Far from 
it, with new markets in Asia, 
Africa and North America 
opening up by the year. 

Yet the biggest change, 
perhaps, is the nature of 
the personnel. Twenty years 
ago, the opening day’s pro¬ 
gramme saw just 11 foreign 
players take the field. 

Since then, Arsenal, for 
one, have taken the field 
with a team of 11 overseas 
players. 

As it prepares to mark 20 
years since it all kicked off, 
the Barclays Premier League 
is not perfect. 

Its rulers need to find 
a way of making fans feel 
closer to their club. They 
need to address spiralling 
wages and increased debt 
and find a way to nurture 
more home-grown players. 

They need to crack down 
on players diving and reck¬ 
less challenges and on-field 

intimidation of referees. 
Yet, after 20 years, the 
Barclays Premier League 
remains the most 
watched, most entertain¬ 
ing football division on 
the planet. 

You might even say: 
What a League! 


a licence to print money or 
the way in which power has 
switched from owners and 
managers to the players? 

In 1994, striker Chris 
Sutton became the first 
£10,000-a-week player when 
Blackburn signed him from 
Norwich. In 2012 the wages 
of Manchester City’s Carlos 
Tevez and United’s Wayne 
Rooney were reported to be 
around £250,000-a-week. 

In 1992-93 Manchester 
United’s shirt was spon¬ 
sored by 


guided Manchester United 
to those 12 League titles. 

Who would bet against 
Sir Alex, health and fitness 
permitting, plotting another 
United title challenge this 
coming season and hoping 
for a similar ending in 2013 
to the first Premier League 
season in 1992-93 when club 
captain Bryan Robson and 
playing captain Steve Bruce 
lifted the trophy to the 
Manchester skies? 

Ferguson and United have 
been the obvious constants 
these past two decades, but 
the rise of City, now the 
richest club in the world un¬ 
der owner Sheikh Mansour, 
threatens to change all that. 

Yet 20 years of the 
Premier League 
have seen so many 
changes. 

Could anyone 
have envisaged 
the way in 
which Eng¬ 
land’s top 
division has 
become 
seemingly 


PROLIFIC FINISHERS: Alan Shearer and 
Michael Owen scored 409 Barclays Premier 
League goals between them 
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ChrisWaddle 

ESPN football analyst 



Sorry Fergie, but it’s the 
noisy neighbours for me 


MANCHESTER CITY have 
what it takes to lift the 
Barclays Premier League 
trophy for a second 
successive season. 

Manager Roberto 
Mancini may not have 
brought in anyone of note 
yet, but they look a strong 
side and will be focussed on 
winning the title again, as 
well as improving their 
form in the Champions 
League. 

They played some great 
football last season, scored 
plenty of goals and still 
look a tough side despite 
the lack of signings. 

I think every team have 
to recruit as you need two 
or three fresh faces in order 
to keep everyone on their 
toes and I am sure they will 


car’ll 

ESPN brings fans coverage top 
UK and European football this 
season, including the Barclays 
Premier League, FA Cup, UEFA 
Europa League, Bundesliga and 
French Ligue I. 

ESPN kicks off its Barclays 
Premier League coverage this 
season including Newcastle 
v Spurs on 18 August and 
Chelsea v Newcastle on 25 
August. 


do some business before 
too long. 

Manchester United and 
Chelsea will be the main 
challengers again, with 
Arsenal and Tottenham 
battling it out for that 
elusive fourth spot. 

United have not done 
much business either, 
having brought in a few 
players, but Sir Alex 
Ferguson knows what it 
takes to win the Barclays 
Premier League and he 
won’t be unduly concerned. 

The lad from Borussia 
Dortmund, Shinji Kagawa, 
looks a solid signing and 
they should push ‘noisy 
neighbours’ City all the way. 

We all know how close it 
was last season. It went 
right down to the wire, and 
I can see it being tight at 


the top again. Chelsea have 
spent quite a bit and it may 
take some time for their 
players to gel, but the 
signing of Oscar looks a 
good one. 

I have been impressed 
with him at the Olympics 
and he looks some player, 
while they have taken the 
plunge on the likes of Eden 
Hazard and Marko Marin. 

The loss of Didier Drogba 
is a big one and they need 
Fernando Torres to step up 
now and show the form of a 
few years back. The loss of 
Drogba’s goals will be a 
blow, but if the Spaniard 
can rediscover his form 
then they should be okay. 

Of course, Roberto Di 
Matteo is back in the 
hotseat after winning the 
FA Cup and Champions 
League, but the team 
basically picked itself last 
year anyway. 

These two sides will 
definitely be the ones 
challenging City. 

Arsenal and Tottenham 
remain strong and, I’m 
sure, will be battling for 
that fourth spot, although I 
think Liverpool could do 
quite well under Brendan 
Rodgers, although he won’t 
instantly turn them around. 

They will play nice 
football, as Rodgers has a 
history of playing football 
with his sides, and the 
signing of Fabio Borini, 
from Roma, gives him 
something extra up front 
and he and Luis Suarez 
could strike up a decent 
partnership. 

As for the Andy Carroll 
situation, Rodgers has 
never played a big man up 
front, whoever he has been 
in charge of, it is just not 
his style. It is the manager’s 
prerogative how he plays 
and who he plays, so 
Carroll looks out of it. 

Newcastle will do well to 
replicate their efforts of last 
season, although they won’t 
struggle and will be okay. 
They have really exploited 
the French market and it 
has served them well so far 
and they have brought in 
another one in Romain 



TOP OF THE CLASS: Roberto Mancini proudly shows off the Barclays Premier League trophy 
and can look forward to another bumper crop of honours this season with his all-star cast 


Amalfitano this summer. I 
think those sides who came 
up from the 
Championship in the 
2010-11 campaign will have 
that second-seasonitis that 
seems to affect promoted 
clubs and I think Norwich, 
Swansea and QPR will all 
struggle. 

QPR have been trying to 
sign anyone and everyone, 
as they really don’t want to 
go down. They know how 
much it means to be in this 
League, but it could be 
hard for them. 

Aston Villa did not do 
well last season and have 
not signed anyone of note 


and will be down there 
again, while Sunderland 
have not had a great 
pre-season. 

It will be interesting to 
see how they start as they 
could find themselves up 
against it. 

It will be tough for the 
promoted sides - Reading, 
Southampton and West 
Ham. They can only reach a 
certain level and it is then 
almost impossible for them 
to go beyond that as they 
just don’t have the money 
to compete. 

I can see there being 
around eight or nine clubs 
battling it out to avoid the 


drop this season, with 
Norwich, Villa and Swansea 
- all with new managers in 
charge - possibly the ones 
to go down as they have 
failed to strengthen. 

A good start is imperative 
and most sides will be 
eying a decent opening to 
the campaign. 

On the question of 
whether the Olympics will 
have any bearing for the 
players involved, well it is 
just the same as them 
doing a pre-season really 
and all the players should 
be raring to go. 

Chris was talking to 
Dominic Picksley 



ABOVE: Shinji Kagawa and 
Fernando Torres will be crucial 
to Manchester United and 
Chelsea’s title chances. 
BELOW: Brendan Rodgers’ 
style will possibly see Andy 
Carroll move to pastures new 
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Last year’s success can provide stable base for Mancini 

City ambition will 
be hard to contain 


Frank 

Malley 



OVER the course of the 
summer Manchester City 
manager Roberto Mancini has 
put his signature to a new five- 
year contract. 

Meanwhile, midfielder and 
arguably City’s best player, Yaya 
Toure, says he is going nowhere. 

There is something about 
winning trophies which gives a 
football club stability and 
optimism and City’s first League 
title for 44 years appears to have 
done just that. 

Toure put it best when he said: 
“I’m very happy because I want 
to win many more trophies with 
City and the manager has the 
same mentality as I do. He wants 
to win everything with this club 
and so do I.” 

The momentum is with City. 

No doubt about that. They have 
the strongest squad in depth, one 
based on solidity and strength 
while laced with creativity. 

They have the best goalkeeper 
in the Barclays Premier League in 
Joe Hart. Arguably the best cen¬ 
tre-back partnership in Vincent 
Kompany and Joleon Lescott. A 
subtle and inventive playmaker in 
David Silva. A midfield power¬ 
house in Toure. 

There are not too many weak 
links to give the rest comfort, 
except the fact that Mancini 



must now juggle a realistic quest 
for the Champions League with 
domestic success. 

Where does Mancini put his 
priorities? The £lbillion invest¬ 
ment City owner Sheikh Mansour 
has made in City since 2008 
means Europe’s most glittering 
prize is a must-win soon. 

But so is staying ahead of 
Manchester United, which means 
the chances are we can look for¬ 
ward to another dog-fight for the 
title down the Mancunian Way. 

True, it will be intriguing to see 
how Arsene Wenger re-energises 
Arsenal with new signings Lukas 
Podolski and Olivier Giroud. 
There are other big questions. 
Can new Tottenham boss Andre 
Villas-Boas take the club further 


than Harry Redknapp’s fourth- 
place finish last season? He will 
need to motivate players at White 
Hart Lane in more successful 
fashion than when he was at 
Chelsea. 

Can Chelsea boss Roberto Di 
Matteo build on the magnificent 
caretaker job he did last 
season, winning the FA Cup and 
Champions League double, while 
rejuvenating an ageing squad? 
The purchases of Brazil’s Oscar 
plus Belgian brothers Eden and 
Thorgan Hazard are a start. 

Can Liverpool’s new manager 
Brendan Rodgers bed in his 
passing principles at Anfield and 
bring some pride back to a club 
whose domination of the 1970s 
and 1980s is a distant memory? 


In all likelihood, however, the 
2012-13 Barclays Premier League 
title will be decided again in the 
Manchester heartland. 

Sir Alex Ferguson’s determina¬ 
tion to bring the title back to 
Old Trafford is as robust as ever, 
mainly because there is a sim¬ 
mering frustration about the 
way his side lost the title on goal 
difference to neighbours City on a 
dramatic final day of last season. 

Ferguson has admitted: “If you 
lose the League like that, it’s hard 
to swallow. But once the season is 
over you have to say ‘Right, OK, 
we will just go again’. That is the 
great quality we have at this club. 

“People may say Manchester 
City are the team to beat, but I 
don’t agree. We are the team to 


ONTOTHE NEXT ONE: 

Powerhouse midfielder Yaya Toure 
has signalled his intention to stay with 
Manchester City, declaring he wants 
to win everything with the club 

beat because of the way we react, 
the way we have bounced back in 
the past.” 

It was not United’s attack which 
cost them the title. They scored 
freely, Wayne Rooney notching 
27 in the League. This time they 
need more from Rooney’s partner, 
England’s Danny Welbeck, who 
scored nine league goals last 
season. 

It is United’s defence, however, 
which is key. When Nemanja 
Vidic and Rio Ferdinand were 
injury-free and in their prime 
they were the rock on which 
Ferguson built his title challenges. 

No longer are they so 
dependable, however, and with 
Jonny Evans missing the start of 
the season following surgery after 
breaking a foot towards the end 
of last season there is likely to be 
pressure on the back four. 

It is why I take City to get off 
to another flying start, one which 
will see the rest struggling to 
contain the ambitions of the 
richest club in the world. 

There is good reason why 
Mancini and Yaya Toure want to 
stick around. It can be summed 
up in one word: Trophies. 

Season predictions: 

Champions: Man City 
Runners-up: Man Utd 
Relegated: Southampton, 

Reading, Norwich 



GROUNDED: Vincent Kompany 


By Andy Hampson 


VINCENT KOMPANY expects to 
hear people recalling the tale 
of Manchester City’s dramatic 
last-day title success for decades 
to come, but has no intention of 
living on past glories himself. 

The inspirational City captain 
will never forget the day the club 
ended a 44-year wait for a League 
title with two injury-time goals in 
a dramatic defeat of QPR. 

That pulsating 3-2 success also 
capped a most extraordinary 
Barclays Premier League season 
in which City had established 
an early dominance but been 
caught and passed by Manchester 


Kompany refuses to rest on his 


United, only for their rivals to 
then falter. 

City supporters only too used 
to living in the shadow of their 
illustrious neighbours have spent 
the summer revelling in the 
glory, but Kompany is ready to 
move on. 

The defender said: “The last 
game will remain a very strong 
part of our history. 

“I think there will be people 
speaking about this game for 
50,100 years to come. But in 
the same way I have enjoyed it, 


I am looking forward already. It 
has been a big story all over the 
world. I have travelled a lot and 
met a lot of people from differ¬ 
ent countries and all of them 
have got their reminder of that 
particular moment. 

“But this is over now. It is 
about what lies ahead.” 

The task ahead for City, who 
ended a 35-year trophy drought 
by winning the FA Cup in 2011, 
is to become more convincing 
champions and then establish 
themselves among Europe’s elite. 


The club may be ahead of sched¬ 
ule, but there is no room for 
complacency. 

Despite their at times spell¬ 
binding football, their Barclays 
Premier League success was 
ultimately decided by goal 
difference ahead of a far-from- 
vintage United side. 

Their first taste of the 
Champions League also ended 
prematurely at the group stage, 
but there is a strong feeling that 
having now broken the psycho¬ 
logical barrier of winning the 
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Italiana (2) 


laurels ahead of title defence 


title, City’s financial muscle 
should allow them to attract even 
greater players and therefore 
power away from the opposition. 

Yet while there is certainly no 
doubt that is within the club’s 
capabilities, they do have to be 
mindful of UEFA’s financial fair 
play regulations. 

The lavish transfer spending 
of recent years is therefore likely 
to be curtailed, but the base is 
there, with a fine home at the 
Etihad Stadium and state-of-the- 
art training facilities in the pipe¬ 


line, for a future at the game’s top 
table. Kompany, 26, a relatively 
modest £6million signing from 
Hamburg four years ago, said: 
“You lay down the foundation 
and if you do it right then you 
can be successful for a long time. 
That is the aim. 

“I think there is so much more 
great stuff ahead of us and that is 
what interests me.” 

City could also benefit from 
fewer distractions in terms of off- 
field headlines. Much to manager 
Roberto Mancini’s irritation, 


it was not always the brilliant 
play of his side that dominated 
the media last season, but an 
unhealthy saga involving Carlos 
Tevez and the antics of Mario 
Balotelli. 

There has been much specula¬ 
tion over whether both players 
might stay but the pair remain 
and Mancini, now in a position 
of great strength after being 
rewarded with a new five-year 
contract, will want them to 
remain in line. City hit the 
ground running by thrashing 


Swansea 4-0 in their Barclays 
Premier League opener last 
season, but there is a determina¬ 
tion to get things moving even 
earlier this time. 

“Last year’s Community Shield 
was a disappointing moment 
for us, me in particular,” said 
Kompany, whose mistake led to 
United’s late winner in last year’s 
curtain-raiser. 

City will play for the shield 
again when they take on Chel¬ 
sea at Villa Park. Kompany said: 
“Maybe we were a game late into 
our preparation. I think our 
preparation now is going to in¬ 
volve more games and therefore 
we will be ready for the Shield.” 


in quest for domination over fierce rivals United 


MOMENTUM: Roberto Mancini 

(left) has a core of senior players, 

starting with goalkeeper Joe 

Hart (right), and strength 1 

in depth, to retain 

the title ahead of 

a United defence, 

who will struggle 

if Rio Ferdinand i 

and Nemanja 

Vidic (above) fail 

to stay fit. 


FA Cup 


MAN CITY 

Formed 

1880 

Manager 

Roberto Mancini 

Ground 

City of Manchester 

Capacity 

48,000 

Nickname 

The Blues 

Website 

www.mcfc.co.uk 


2011-12 RECORD 


P 

W 

OVERALL 

D L F 

A 

GD 


55 

37 

5 

8 125 

50 

+75 


BARCLAYS 

PREMIER LEAGUE 

; P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

38 

28 

5 

5 93 

29 

+64 

89 

; P 

W 

D 

HOME 

L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

19 

18 

1 

0 55 

12 

+43 

55 

; P 

W 

D 

AWAY 

L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

19 

10 

4 

5 38 

17 

+21 

34 


CUP PROGRESS 

stage lost to 

Man Utd 

League Cup SF Liverpool 

Champs League GS 

Europa League RI6 Sporting CP 

BIGGESTWIN 

23/10/11 6-1 Man Utd Prem 

BIGGEST DEFEAT 

27/09/11 0-2 B Munich CL 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

OUT 

Greg Cunningham (Bristol City), 
Ahmed Benali (Brescia),Wayne 
Bridge (Brighton, season-long loan). 
Owen Hargreaves, Gai Assulin, Sean 
Tse, Gunnar Nielsen, Stuart Taylor 
(all free). 


THE BOSS 


ROBERTO MANCINI 

Born: Lesi, Italy. Age: 47 
Joined club: 2009 
Hons: Barclays Premier 
League title (I); 

FA Cup (I); Serie A (3); 
Coppa Italia (4); Supercoppa 


FAN VIEW 


We have been uncharacteristically 
quiet in the transfer window, but 
we still have the squad that won 
the League last season and they can 
do it again. I hope to see us do a lot 
better in the Champions League, 
but the main priority has to be 
retaining the title. If we can emulate 
our home form at the Etihad 
Stadium which saw 18 wins and 
one draw, then we will be in a good 
position to defend the title. Doing 
the double over United is always a 
welcome bonus. 

Bryn Cooper 


BETTING 


Hot title favourites, and rightly so, 
at 13-10, despite inactivity in the 
transfer market thus far. 


V BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 



www.barclays.co.uk/pingit 























































18 


THE DAILY ECHO 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2012 



Formed 1905 


Manager Roberto Di Mattteo 

Ground Stamford Bridge 

Capacity 41,841 

Nickname The Blues 

Website www.chelseafc.co.uk 


2011-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
61 34 14 13 I 12 64 +48 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

6 

38 

18 

10 10 65 

HOME 

46 

+ 19 

64 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

5 

19 

12 

3 4 41 

AWAY 

24 

+ 17 

39 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

7 

19 

6 7 6 24 22 

CUP PROGRESS 

+2 

25 


stage lost to 

FA Cup Final Won 

League Cup QF Liverpool 

Champ League Final Won 

BIGGEST WIN 


29/04/12 

6-1 

QPR 

Prem 


BIGGEST DEFEAT 


08/05/12 

1-4 

Liverpool 

Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Marko Marin (Werder 
Bremen), Eden Hazard (Lille), 
Thorgan Hazard (Lens), Oscar 
(Internacional). 

OUT 

Didier Drogba,Jose Bosingwa, 
Salomon Kalou (all released), 
Jeffrey Bruma (Hamburg), 

Patrick van Aanholt,Tomas Kalas 
(both Vitesse Arnhem),Thibaut 
Courtois (Atletico Madrid), 
Kevin de Bruyne (Werder 
Bremen) (all season-long loan). 


THE BOSS 


Roberto Di Matteo 

Born: Schaffhausen, SWZ 
Age: 42 Joined:June 201 I 
Hons: FA Cup; Champions 
League; promotion from 
Championship 



FAN VIEW 


With an influx of young attacking 
players, as well as a solid back five, 

I am hopeful of a vastly improved 
League campaign.A cup win is still 
our best chance, as on our day we 
can beat anyone, but have struggled 
to put a 15-game run together over 
the last 18 months. I’m looking for 
a few of the new lads (Hazard and 
Marin) to make a solid contribution 
as the ‘old guard’ are entering the 
twilight of their careers. 

Joe Gibson 


BETTING 


Di Matteo worked wonders last 
year and Chelsea look good value 
at 5-1 for the title. 



Di Matteo aims to 
be Barca in blue 


By Ben Rumsby 

WHATEVER happens at 
Chelsea this season, it is 
hard to imagine how their 
campaign could be more 
spectacularly unpredict¬ 
able than the last. 

Ending their agonising 
wait for Champions League 
glory would have been an 
historic achievement in any 
year, but the fact that the 
Blues managed it in 2012 
still beggars belief. 

Chelsea were heading for 
their worst season since 
Roman Abramovich bought 
the club with two months of 
the campaign remaining. 

Morale appeared to have 
hit rock bottom, with some 
players said to be verging on 
a revolt against new 
manager Andre Villas-Boas. 

John Terry had been 
stripped of the England 
captaincy and the club 
found themselves at war 
with some of their own fans 
over a potential move to a 
new stadium. 

Even when Villas-Boas 
was sacked on March 4, it 
would have been laughable 
to suggest caretaker boss 
Roberto Di Matteo could 
inspire a turnaround that 
would climax in Chelsea 
being crowned European 
champions for the first time. 

But no-one is laughing 
now after what must go 
down as one of the most 
astonishing European Cup 
triumphs ever. 

Overturning a 3-1 first- 
leg deficit against Napoli 
and somehow surviving 
onslaughts to beat Benfica, 
Barcelona and Bayern 
Munich, rarely has the com¬ 
petition been won by such 
sheer force of personality 
and bloody-mindedness. 

Toss in yet another FA 
Cup success, and a season 
that threatened to be 
Chelsea’s poorest in a 
decade ended up being the 
greatest in their history. 
Abramovich spent some¬ 



HOW 
TO TOP 
THAT? 

Chelsea boss 
Roberto Di 
Matteo has 
been given 
the task of 
transforming 
the way 
Chelsea 
play, despite 
leading the 
club to an 
historic FA 
Cup and 
Champions 
League 
double 
last season 
(above) 


where in the region of 
£lbillion - never mind 
going through eight manag¬ 
ers in eight years - chasing 
his so-called Holy Grail. 

So the irony that the 
success of Di Matteo - by far 
the least decorated of all his 
head coaches - did not cost 
him a penny will not be lost 
on the Russian. 

However, nor will the fact 
that Di Matteo’s number 
one priority was ensuring 
Chelsea secure Champions 
League qualification via a 
top-four Barclays Premier 
League finish, something 


the Italian failed to do. The 
Blues ended up a lowly 
sixth, finishing a 
massive 25 points behind 
winners Manchester City. 

That made May’s Munich 
triumph even more historic 
for a club that might have 
struggled to meet UEFA’s 
Financial Fair Play require¬ 
ments had they been denied 
the millions of pounds 
playing in Europe’s elite 
club competition brings. 

And despite visibly revel¬ 
ling in Chelsea’s Champions 
League glory, Abramovich 
recognised just how close 


they came to spending a 
year in the wilderness and 
also that they were nowhere 
near becoming the 
‘Barcelona in blue shirts’ he 
has long wanted to see. 

That may explain why he 
was so long linked with Pep 
Guardiola before confirming 
Di Matteo’s appointment on 
a two-year contract. 

It certainly explains the 
comings and goings at 
Stamford Bridge this 
summer, with many of 
Chelsea’s Champions 
League warhorses 
moving on to be replaced 


by younger, arguably more 
technical players. 

Eden Hazard, Marko 
Marin and Oscar have been 
recruited in attacking 
midfield roles in the hope 
they can provide the ammu¬ 
nition for Fernando Torres. 

With Didier Drogba 
having written the final 
chapter in his Chelsea 
legend, Torres has no more 
excuses for failing to live up 
to his £50million price tag. 

Despite having less to 
do with recruitment than 
many of his counterparts, Di 
Matteo will be expected to 
succeed where Villas-Boas 
failed and transform the 
way the Blues play. 

Despite being handed a 
two-year contract in June, 
the Italian finds himself in 
arguably the most precari¬ 
ous position of any Chelsea 
manager thanks to the 
impending return of Guar¬ 
diola from a sabbatical. 

“I don’t feel any shadow 
above me or behind me,” 
said Di Matteo of the 
erstwhile Barcelona boss. 

Not yet, at least. 


ONE TO WATCH 


EDEN HAZARD _ 

Born: La Louviere, Belgium 


Age: 21 

Playing position: Attacking midfielder 


- appearances: 147, 

- 28 apps, 2 goals 


Last season, Hazard won the UNFP 
Player of the Year award, becoming 
only the second player in the awards’ 
history to win it in consecutive years. 



DIDYOU KNOW? 


In the 1997-98 season, Chelsea played 
one of the strangest matches in 

. It was againstTromso in 
the first leg of European 
Cup Winners tie and 
was played I OOmiles 
Artie Circle.At one point 
the match had to be stopped so that 
snow could be cleared from the pitch! 

Tromso won the match 3-2, but lost 
the return leg 7-1. 
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7-up Valencia 
joins United’s 
golden boys 


ONE TO WATCH 


DIDYOU KNOW? i 

SHINJI KAGAWA 

Born: Kobe, Japan 

Age: 23 

Playing position: Attacking midfielder ^ 

Joined club: July 2012 A 

Playing career: Cerezo Osaka 
appearances, 55 goals; Borussia 

Dortmund 49 apps, 21 goals; 

National - Japan 33 apps, 11 goals 

Kagawa helped Borussia set a record 
for scoring the most points in the 

Bundesliga last season with 81 points. Jjj 

W i 

r* 

\ 

Ryan Giggs, Roy Keane and Peter 
Schmeichel are the only players in 
the history of English football to have 
won three sets of Double Winner’s 
Medals, with Manchester United in 
A 1994, 1996 and 1999. 

■ United are No.l in Forbes 

1 magazine’s annual ranking of the 

1 world’s 50 most valuable sports 
teams, valuing the club at $2.23 
billion. 


By Simon Stone 


ANTONIO VALENCIA is 
not feeling an additional 
burden of expectation 
now he has inherited the 
famed Manchester United 
No.7 shirt. 

Following Michael Owen’s 
exit at the end of last sea¬ 
son, United’s most famous 
shirt became available. 

Prior to Owen, Cristiano 
Ronaldo wore it. Before that 
David Beckham. 

Other famous wearers 
have included Eric Cantona, 
Bryan Robson and George 
Best, which probably 
explains why it has such 
massive significance. 

But Valencia is not too 
bothered about the history. 
He just wants to keep mak¬ 
ing a significant impact on 
the Red Devils’ fortunes. 

“There is no extra pres¬ 
sure,” he said. “The club 
asked me if I would like to 
wear the No.7 shirt and I 
said I would be delighted. 

“I am excited to wear it 
and want to enjoy it, but re¬ 
ally I just want to continue 
improving my own game.” 

A £16million signing from 
Wigan in 2009, Valencia has 
had to overcome two serious 
ankle injuries to make an 
impact at United. 

Though he lacks the 
obvious repertoire of skills 
Ronaldo is blessed with and 
does not have Nani’s tricks, 
Wayne Rooney in particular 
has spoken highly of Valen¬ 
cia for the direct manner of 
his wing play. 

Not that Valencia feels 
he is an essential part of 
Rooney’s success. 

“We all know Rooney,” he 
said. “He can do amazing 


things and doesn’t just wait 
for me to assist him. There 
are other good players and 
he can do it on his own.” 

The Old Trafford outfit 
have a point to prove this 
term. 

Not only did they toss 
away an eight-point advan¬ 
tage over the final six games 
of last season, in doing so 
they may just have provided 
Manchester City with the 
impetus required to launch 
their own era of dominance 


given the finances on offer 
at the Etihad Stadium. One 
of the first things United 
manager Sir Alex Ferguson 
did when his side landed 
in South Africa for the first 
part of their extended pre¬ 
season programme was to 
declare the Barclays Premier 
League “priority No.l”. 

The arrival of Japanese 
midfielder Shinji Kagawa in 
particular looks to be aimed 
at giving the Red Devils 
additional creativity and 


Ferguson, despite being past 
his 70th birthday, retains 
the same combative spirit to 
meet any challenge head-on. 

“I don’t feel it was such a 
bad season, but when you 
look at it, we lost the League 
because, at one point, we 
were eight points in front,” 
said Valencia. 

“Even then we only lost 
out by a few goals. It is 
always very tricky in foot¬ 
ball. You never know what 
is going to happen because 


all these other big teams; 
Liverpool, Chelsea, Man¬ 
chester City, have the same 
aim. But our expectations 
are exactly the same as they 
have always been.” 

Thanks to a combination 
of injuries and Rafael’s 
presence at the Olym¬ 
pics, it cannot entirely be 
discounted that during the 
early weeks of the season, 
Valencia will be required to 
display his versatility once 
more in a defensive berth. 

He did it last term to 
great effect and would 
happily answer any 
Ferguson SOS again. 
Although he hopes it does 
not happen. 

“I was uncomfortable 
at the beginning because 
it was the first time I had 
played there,” he said. 

“But I soon got into the 
rhythm of it and then I felt 
much better. Having said 
that, I hope I don’t have to 
do it again.” 

The one bizarre thing 
about Valencia is that, 
after six years in England, 
he still does not speak the 
language. 

It is presumably a mea¬ 
sure of his overall profes¬ 
sionalism and dedication 
to the game that he has 
not been criticised in the 
same way as Carlos Tevez, 
who has been repeatedly 
condemned for failing to 
grasp a decent command of 
English. 

Yet Valencia insists it is 
not a worry, especially in 
one important area. 

“It is a little difficult, but 
I can communicate with my 
team-mates,” he said. 

“I can also understand 
when the manager shouts.” 



MAN UNITED 

Formed 

1878 

Manager 

Sir Alex Ferguson 

Ground 

Old Trafford 

Capacity 

75,957 

Nickname 

The Red Devils 

Website 

www.manutd.com 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
54 35 9 10 121 55 +66 


BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

2 

38 

28 

5 

5 89 

HOME 

33 

+56 

89 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

2 

19 

15 

2 

2 52 

AWAY 

19 

+33 

47 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

1 

19 

13 

3 

3 

37 

14 

+23 

42 


CUP PROGRESS 

stage lost to 

FA Cup R4 Liverpool 

League Cup R5 Crystal Palace 

Champ League GS 

Europa League RI6 Athletic Bilbao 

BIGGEST WIN 


28/08/11 

8-2 

Arsenal 

Prem 


BIGGEST DEFEAT 


23/10/11 

1-6 

Man City 

Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Shinji Kagawa (B Dortmund), 
Nick Powell (Crewe). 

OUT 

Ji-Sung Park (QPR), Tomasz 
Kuszczak (Brighton), Paul Pogba 
(Juventus), Ritchie De Laet, 

Matty James (both Leicester), 
Oliver Norwood (Huddersfield), 
Liam Jacob (Oldham), Fabio 
(QPR, loan), Ben Amos (Hull, 
loan), Michael Owen (free). 



League 2; Cup Winners’ Cup I; Super Cup I; 
Intercontinental Cup I; Club World Cup I 


FAN VIEW 


I’m more worried than I was last 
year as Chelsea will be vying for 
the title, as well as City.A lack of 
quality midfield options and Evra’s 
regression do not strengthen my 
resolve.There are reasons for 
optimism, though. De Gea will only 
get better,Vidic is back and Welbeck 
could be on for 20+ goals. Hopefully, 
Kawaga can have a big season, too. 

Sam Brown 


BETTING 


Ferguson has always responded to 
challenges and United will be there 
or thereabouts again at 13-5. 


www.barclays.co.uk/pingit \ BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE Q 
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ARSENAL 

Formed 

1886 

Manager 

Arsene Wenger 

Ground 

The Emirates 

Capacity 

60,355 

Nickname 

The Gunners 

Website 

www.arsenal.com 


2011-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
54 31 9 14 96 64 +32 


BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

3 

38 

21 

7 

10 74 

HOME 

49 

+25 

70 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

4 

19 

12 

4 

3 39 

AWAY 

17 

+22 

40 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

3 

19 

9 

3 

7 

35 

32 

+3 

30 


CUP PROGRESS 

stage lost to 


FA Cup 

R5 

Sunderland 

League Cup 

QF 

Man City 

Champ League 

RI6 

AC Milan 


BIGGESTWIN 


04/02/12 

7-1 

Blackburn 

Prem 


BIGGEST DEFEAT 


28/08/11 

2-8 

Man Utd 

Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Lukas Podoloski (Cologne), 
Olivier Giroud (Montpellier), 
Santi Cazorla (Malaga). 

OUT 

Ben Glasgow (Stoke), Rhys 
Murphy (Telstar),Jeffrey 
Monakana (Preston), Gavin 
Hoyte (Dagenham & Redbridge), 
Carlos Vela (Real Sociedad), 
Denilson (Sao Paulo, loan),Joel 
Campbell (Real Betis, loan), Benik 
Afobe (Bolton, loan). 

Manuel Almunia, George Brislen- 
Hall, Sean McDermott (all free). 


THE BOSS 

ARSENEWENGER 


Born: Strasbourg, FR 

Age: 62 Joined: Aug 1996 

Hons: Ligue 1 (2); Coupe de 

France (1); Emperor’s Cup 

(l);J-League Super Cup 

(1); Barclays Premier League (3); FA Cup (4); 

FA Community Shield (4) 


FAN VIEW 


Arsenal fans almost lost faith in 
Arsene Wenger last year, but 
eventually finishing third restored 
belief. However, eight years is too 
long to wait for a trophy and we 
are getting frustrated. Giroud and 
Podolski should at least fill the void 
left by the expected departure of 
Robin van Persie. 

Alan Grehan 


BETTING 


IfVan Persie sees out his contract, 
the 12-1 title price looks huge. If 
he is sold, they have no chance. 


BE AFRAID! 

Fired-up Wenger threatens to spring a surprise 



By Jim van Wijk 


ARSENE WENGER insists 
Arsenal have learned 
from the rollercoaster of 
last season and maintains 
the Gunners will be stron¬ 
ger for the challenges 
ahead - with or without 
skipper Robin van Persie. 

It must seem like 
Groundhog Day for Wenger 
as the French coach went 
into a pre-season campaign 
with frenzied speculation 
over the future of the club 
skipper, who went public 
with his decision not to 
sign a new deal, question¬ 
ing Arsenal’s direction. 

As yet, though, there 
have been no indications a 
big-money move away from 
Emirates Stadium is in the 
offing, with Manchester 
City manager Roberto Man- 
cini seemingly admitting 
defeat in his bid to land 
the 29-year-old Dutchman, 
whose 30 Barclays Pre¬ 
mier League goals dragged 
Wenger’s squad into the top 
three ahead of north Lon¬ 
don rivals Tottenham on a 
nail-biting final day. 

That, of course, could all 
change over the coming 
weeks before the transfer 
window closes. 

Wenger, however, has 
not been standing still this 
summer, recruiting three 
marquee signings in 
German striker Lukas 
Podolski, France forward 
Olivier Giroud and Spain 
midfielder Santi Cazorla. 

Arsenal have also been 
linked with Turkey mid¬ 
fielder Nuri Sahin, who is 
surplus to requirements 
at Real Madrid. However, 
the Gunners themselves 
are also expected to look 
to lighten their wage bill 
before adding more fresh 
faces - with Nicklas Bendt- 
ner and Audrey Arshavin 
both likely to move on 
sooner rather than later. 

The return of England 
midfielder Jack Wilshere, 
recovering from ankle and 
knee problems, well before 
the end of the year would 
also boost the squad after 
he did not kick a ball in 
anger last season. 

However, Wenger knows 
if Arsenal are to progress 
and, whisper it quietly, 
perhaps even mount a sus¬ 
tained title challenge, then 
they cannot show the same 
disregard for consistency 
as at the opening of the 
2011-12 campaign - which 
included a humiliating 


8-2 reverse at Manchester 
United. “I find the situation 
very exciting,” Wenger said. 

“I was very worried last 
year for a long part of the 
season and anxious for a 
long time because we faced 
such a tough competition. 

“I knew already in 
October that we could not 
afford to drop many points 
to be in the Champions 
League. The tension was at 
the top level from Sep¬ 
tember until May and we 
managed just to be in the 
top three. That was a quite 
remarkable achievement 


for the team. I am excited 
because we have learned 
from last year, we have a 
new start and a new 
opportunity. 

“Hopefully we can be the 
surprise of the season be¬ 
cause we have stability and 
stability is important.” 

Despite all of his positive 
rhetoric, Wenger cannot get 
away from the fact Arse¬ 
nal’s barren run is now fast 
creeping towards a decade. 

Of course, the club have 
not stood still in that 
period, reaching the 
Champions League final 


in 2006 and also now sit¬ 
ting proudly in their new 
60,000-seater home at 
Ashburton Grove. 

Nevertheless, just mak¬ 
ing sure of qualification 
for Europe’s lucrative club 
competition is not in itself 
the sole aim of the team - 
in the dugout at least. 

“We are now 15 years on 
the trot in the Champions 
League and I believe that 
shows that our [business] 
model works,” said Wenger, 
a champion of balancing 
the books while UEFA’s 
Financial Fair Play was still 


a pipe dream. “On the other 
hand we are very ambi¬ 
tious, we want as well to 
win trophies. 

“It’s not enough just to be 
in the Champions League 
and we are focused on that 
of course.” 

No matter how many 
years the pundits continue 
to write off his team as 
also-rans, Wenger will 
always remain true to his 
own ideology. 

“We work very hard to 
make the team stronger. 

In this job, when you have 
consistency in your attitude 
you can stay at a certain 
level,” the French coach 
added. 

“The most difficult thing 
is to be consistent and we 
have shown over the last 15 
years that we can maintain 
that consistency. 

“I am confident that we 
have to be faithful to what 
we believe is right in foot¬ 
ball and in the game - the 
way we play football.” 

Whether that alone will 
be enough to see his men 
finally deliver in 2013 
remains to be seen. 


ONE TO WATCH 


LUKAS PODOLSKI 


Born: Gliwice, Poland 


Age: 27 


Playing position: Forward 


Joined club: July 2012 
Playing career: I. FC Koln - 
appearances: 81, goals: 46; Bayern 
Munich - apps: 71, gls: 15; - I. FC 
Koln - apps: 88, gls: 33 
National: Germany - apps: 101, 
gls: 44 _ 

Despite I. FC Koln’s relegation last 
season, Podolski still scored 18 times. 



DID YOU KNOW? 


Arsenal were originally founded as 
Dial Square” in 1886 by workers 
at the Royal Arsenal in Woolwich, 
south-east London. However, 
they changed their name to 
“Royal Arsenal” soon after, and 
did so again in 1891,calling 
themselves “Woolwich Arsenal” 
before dropping the “Woolwich” 
after relocating to North 
London due to financial troubles. 


BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


www.barclays.co.uk/pingit 
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By Carl Markham 


LIVERPOOL midfielder 
Lucas Leiva is determined 
to prove injury has not 
diminished him in any 
way as he targets an early 
return in the new 
campaign. 

The 25-year-old missed 
the final six months of last 
season after undergoing 
surgery on the anterior 
cruciate ligament in his left 
knee in November. 

Ironically, in the period he 
was sidelined the Brazil 
international’s reputation 
was only enhanced as the 
team stuttered without 
him. A downward spiral of 
League results in the latter 
stages of the campaign saw 
the Reds finish eighth and 
ultimately cost manager 
Kenny Dalglish his job. 

The absence of Lucas, 
who had been Liverpool’s 
best player of the preceding 
18 months, was highlighted 
as a significant factor as 
new central midfield 
signings Charlie Adam and 
Jordan Henderson failed to 
deliver, while Jay Spearing 
proved a less-than-adequate 
replacement. 

And it brought the defen¬ 
sive midfielder, who was 
much maligned in his first 
couple of years at Anfield, 
a new legion of fans who 
came to realise his worth to 
the team. 

“The position I play in, 
people don’t see a lot 
because they normally 
watch who scores goals or 
who beats players,” he said. 

“The players who do the 
dirty work, as it is called in 
England, you don’t see as 



ONE TO WATCH 


STEVEN GERRARD _ 

Born: Whiston, Merseyide, England 


Age: 32 


Playing position: Midfielder 


Joined club: 1987 (youth) 


Playing career: Liverpool - apperances: 
405, goals: 89 

National: England - apps: 96, gls: 19 


After enduring a wretched injury- 
hit season, many wondered if we’d 
seen the best of Gerrard, until a 
talismanic Euro 2012 campaign 
renewed hope for the new season. 



DID YOU KNOW? 


Liverpool FC was founded in 1892 by 
John Houlding,the leaseholder of Anfield 
Stadium. 

This stadium is the only place in 
which Liverpool has played during 
its existence, although since 2002 
there have been plans to move to 
a new stadium in Stanley Park. 
Anfield was originally the home 
of fierce rivals Everton, from 
1884 to 1892. 

i 



open to ridicule over his 
seemingly blind faith in the 
player. 

Lucas undoubtedly 
benefited from the experi¬ 
ence he was given by 
Benitez, but admitted he 
had to change himself in 
order to be able to success¬ 
fully adapt to the demands 
of the English game. 

“I have it clear in my 
mind that my first two 
seasons here it was not a 
question of quality or desire, 
it was a question of me not 
being ready,” added the 


much. I think as soon as I 
got the injury people started 
to realise the job I was 
doing for the team and if 
you watch the big teams, 
they always have these kind 
of players. 

“It hasn’t been a good 
two years for me with eight 
months on the sidelines, 
but I’ll be back again and be 
at the same level of perfor¬ 
mance. At the moment I 
only think about being 100 
per cent recovered.” 

The appreciation now felt 
for Lucas is a remark¬ 
able turnaround 
from the early 
days of his Liv¬ 
erpool career 
when he was 
the subject 
of fans’ 
criticism 
who felt 
he was well 
short of the 
standard required. 

Then manager 
Rafael Benitez, who signed 
him from Gremio for £5mil- 
lion in July 2007, continued 
to consistently pick the 
midfielder and left himself 


Brazilian, who played his 
first competitive match for 
more than eight months in 
Liverpool’s Europa League 
qualifier away to FC Gomel. 

“I needed to change a 
few things to be success¬ 
ful in the Barclays Premier 
League. I used to be play 
maybe a bit further forward, 
but now I play as a defen¬ 
sive midfielder and I have 
no problem with that. 

“It was a position I found 
more comfortable and I 
tried to adapt in terms of 
strength. As soon as I start¬ 
ed to improve my strength I 


GRAND 
PLANS: 

Brendan Rodgers 
accepts he needs 
time to make 
his methods 
successful 


started to improve what I 
was capable of doing. With 
game time you get experi¬ 
ence and confidence and 
things change naturally.” 

Lucas will be an integral 
part of new manager 
Brendan Rodgers’ game- 
plan as he seeks to intro¬ 
duce the passing style which 
became a trademark of his 
Swansea side last season. 

However, the Northern 
Irishman, who took over 
from Dalglish in June, 
accepts there will not be an 
overnight transformation as 
he needs time to make his 
methods successful. 

“There is a lot of work 
going on and a lot of hours 
have been spent analysing 
the group,” he said. “It will 
take a bit of time until we 
get what we want. 

“I had a friend who went 
to Harvard University and 
he said to me many years 
ago when he first went there 
on the first day he was told 
it was about being ruthless¬ 
ly simple because they have 
a lot of intelligent people go 
to that university - that is 
something which has stayed 
with me in my work. 

“It is about being simple 
on and off the field.” 

So far Rodgers has only 
brought in striker Fabio 
Borini from Roma, having 
worked with the youngster 
previously at Chelsea and 
when he was on loan at 
Swansea, but he stressed 
there was no need for panic. 

“Initially it is about 
assessing the group,” he 
added. “Come the beginning 
of the season I hope to be 
able to have the squad to 
take us through.” 



LIVERPOOL 

Formed 

1892 

Manager 

Brendan Rodgers 

Ground 

Anfield 

Capacity 

45,362 

Nickname 

The Reds 

Website 

www.liverpoolfc.com 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
51 24 II 15 79 54 +25 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

8 

38 

14 

10 

14 47 

HOME 

40 

+7 

52 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

12 

19 

6 

9 

4 24 

AWAY 

16 

+8 

27 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

8 

19 

8 

1 

10 23 

24 

-1 

25 


CUP PROGRESS 


stage lost to 


FA Cup 

Final 

Chelsea 

League Cup 

Final 

Won 


BIGGEST WIN 

19/02/12 6-1 Brighton FA Cup 

BIGGEST DEFEAT 

18/09/11 0-4 Tottenham Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Fabio Borini (AS Roma). 

OUT 

Dirk Kuyt (Fenerbahce), 

Maxi Rodriguez (Newell’s Old 
Boys),Alberto Aquilani (Fiorentina) 
David Amoo (Preston), 

Stephen Darby (Bradford), Lewis 
Hatch (Accrington), Kristjan 
Emilsson, Emmanuel Gomis, 
Matthew McGiveron, Michael 
Roberts, Fabio Aurelio (all free). 



THE BOSS 


BRENDAN RODGERS 

Born: Carnlough, Nl 
Age: 39 Joined:Jul 2012 
Hons: Football League 
Championship Play-Off 
Winners (I): 2010-1 I 


FAN VIEW 


A new manager and culture from 
top to bottom will take time to 
bed in, although the standard 
over-the-top expectations of 
all Liverpool fans means we’ll 
be looking to challenge the top 
four and go far in all three cup 
competitions.A new central 
midfielder, and the blooding 
of some very talented home 
grown youngsters should see an 
improvement, but not by much, in 
the League. 

Dominic Haynes 


BETTING 


A top-four finish is 5-2, which 
reflects Rodgers’ reputation, but 
the 40-1 on the title is big odds. 


www.barclays.co.uk/pingit 
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TOTTENHAM 

Formed 

1882 

Manager 

Andre Villas-Boas 

Ground 

White Hart Lane 

Capacity 

36,310 

Nickname 

Lilywhites 

Website 

www.tottenhamhotspur.com 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
53 28 12 13 91 52 +39 


BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

4 

38 

20 

9 

9 66 

HOME 

41 

+25 

69 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

3 

19 

13 

3 

3 39 

AWAY 

17 

+22 

42 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

4 

19 

7 

6 

6 

27 

24 

+3 

27 


CUP PROGRESS 

stage lost to 

FA Cup SF Chelsea 

League Cup R3 Stoke 

Europa League GS 

BIGGESTWIN 


11/02/12 

5-0 

Newcastle 

Prem 


BIGGEST DEFEAT 


28/08/11 

1-5 

Man City 

Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Jan Vertonghen (Ajax),Gylfi 
Sigurdsson (Hoffenheim). 

OUT 

Ben Alnwick, Oscar Jansson, 
Ryan Nelsen, Louis Saha (all 
released),Vedran Corluka 
(Lokomotiv Moscow), Niko 
Kranjcar (Dynamo Kiev), 
Bongani Khumalo (PAOK, loan), 
Massimo Luongo (Ipswich, 
loan), Ledley King (retired), 
Steven Pienaar (Everton). 

THE BO SS 

ANDRE VILLAS-BOAS 

Born: Porto, POR Age: 34 
Joined: July 2012 
Hons: Primeira Liga (l);Ta?a 
de Portugal (I); Supertax 
Candido de Oliveira (I); 

UEFA Europa League (I) 

FAN VIEW 

A top-four finish will be a struggle. 
We have not been active in the 
transfer market with regards to a 
striker (Emmanuel Adebayor not 
confirmed) and Luka Modric looks 
certain to leave. On a positive note, 
we have held on to Gareth Bale, 
so this, as well as the arrivals of Jan 
Vertonghen and Gylfi Sigurdsson, 
provides a little optimism.A few 
more signings please Mr Levy! 

Andrew Miller 

BETTING 

AVB’s torrid time at Chelsea 
means the short 2-1 price on a 
top-four finish is a little risky. 




Will the AVB 
gamble pay 
dividends? 


By Jim van Wijk 


DANIEL LEVY is not 
renowned for taking a 
punt on new signings, but 
the Tottenham chairman 
took the biggest gamble 
of his career this summer 
when he appointed Andre 
Villas-Boas as the club’s 
new manager. 

In October 2008, Levy 
sent an SOS to Harry 
Redknapp when Spurs 
were bottom of the Barclays 
Premier League table after 
eight matches, four points 
adrift of safety. 

Fast-forward four years 
and the likeable Londoner 
had recorded fourth, fifth 
and fourth-place finishes. 

Redknapp had turned 
Gareth Bale into one of the 
most devastating players 
on the planet, he had taken 
Tottenham to the quarter¬ 
finals of the Champions 
League, and he had got his 
team playing such an eye¬ 
catching style of football 
that Manchester United 
boss Sir Alex Ferguson 
called Spurs the most 
attractive to watch in the 
Barclays Premier League. 

So, why on earth was 
he sacked? The reason is 
quite simple - Levy thought 
65-year-old Redknapp 
could not take the club to 
the next level. 

Redknapp himself said 
that his squad were capable 
of winning the title, so 
after watching Tottenham 
drop from second to fourth 
in the second half of the 
season, there was a growing 
feeling that Redknapp did 
not have the wherewithal 
to deliver the club’s first 
championship since 1961. 

That is why Levy turned 
to Villas-Boas. The 34-year- 
old has championship 
pedigree having taken 
Porto to the Portuguese 
title during his first full 
season in charge. 

Villas-Boas endured a 
terrible time at Chelsea, 
but his determination to 
win the Barclays Premier 
League had not diminished 
- that was clear when he 
addressed his new team for 
the first time. 

“Winning the title was 


PLAYMAKER: Gylfi Sigurdsson’s arrival will soften the blow of 
Luka Modric’s expected departure from White Hart Lane 


a proposition I put to the 
players on the first day we 
met,” Villas-Boas said. 

“We would like to assume 
this responsibility - not 
to put more pressure on 
ourselves, but because I 
think it goes along with 
what we’re trying to build.” 
Just because Villas-Boas 
has won four trophies to 
Redknapp’s one, it should 
not be assumed that the 
Portuguese is certain of 
delivering silverware, 
however. 

His near-disastrous reign 
at Chelsea demonstrates 
as much. There Villas-Boas 
failed to connect with a 
number of the senior 
players and publicly he was 
too confrontational. 

Villas-Boas insists he 
has learned a lot from his 
tenure at Stamford Bridge 
- a reign he described as 
a “tremendous learning 
experience”. 

Unlike his equivalent at 
Chelsea, Villas-Boas’ 
“unveiling” at Tottenham 
was much more low-key. 


Only one TV crew were 
allowed to attend and 
Villas-Boas appeared much 
less cocksure and was much 
more humble. 

He said Roberto Di 
Matteo and the Chelsea 
players deserved credit for 
winning the Champions 
League - an achievement 
which cruelly denied Spurs 
a place among Europe’s 
elite this season. 

The Portuguese did 
not, as he did during his 
Chelsea unveiling, go on a 
charm offensive by address¬ 
ing each journalist by their 
name. He instead focused 
on telling the press pack 
about his ambitions for the 
club, and seemed deter¬ 
mined to get down to work. 

Part of that work in¬ 
volved completing the 
shrewd purchases of Ajax 
captain Jan Vertonghen 
and Hoffenheim playmaker 
Gylfi Sigurdsson. 

The Iceland interna¬ 
tional, who starred on loan 
at Swansea last year, turned 
down Liverpool to move to 


White Hart Lane because 
he thinks exciting times are 
ahead for the London club. 

“In the last few years the 
club have finished fourth, 
fifth and fourth, so they’ve 
been improving,” said 
Sigurdsson. 

“I want to win trophies 
here and looking at this 
squad, the club is more 
than capable of doing so.” 

Villas-Boas does have a 
superb platform to 
deliver success. The club 
have moved to their new 
training ground - a 


fantastic 67-acre facil¬ 
ity in Enfield that puts 
Arsenal and Chelsea’s bases 
in the shade. The squad 
Villas-Boas has inherited is 
blessed with talent. 

Sigurdsson’s arrival 
should soften the blow if 
Luka Modric completes a 
move to Real Madrid, and 
in Bale, Aaron Lennon and 
Rafael van der Vaart, Spurs 
have a trio of rampaging 
midfielders who can tear 
defences apart. 

The striker department 
is a concern, however. 
Jermain Defoe remains 
the club’s only recognised 
hitman, but Emmanuel Ad¬ 
ebayor is expected to stay. 

So, all is in place for 
Villas-Boas to win a trophy 
with Spurs this season. 

He will be afforded more 
time than he had at 
Chelsea, but he knows his 
chairman has staked a lot 
on him succeeding and will 
therefore want to deliver. 

After all, we know what 
happened the last time he 
failed to do that. 


ONE TO WATCH 


JAN VERTONGHEN 


Born: Sint-Niklaas, Belgium 
Age: 25 


Playing position: Defender 


Joined club: July 2012 

Playing career:Ajax - appearances: 

155, goals: 23;Waalwijk (loan) - apps: 
12, gls: 3 

National: Belgium - apps 37, gls 2 
Vertonghen was awarded the Dutch 
Footballer of the Year last season 
and captained Ajax to their second 
consecutive title 
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DIDYOU KNOW? 


Spurs legend Gary Lineker left White 
Hart Lane to finish his career in Japan 
for Nagoya Grampus Eight, scoring 
nine goals in 23 appearances. 
Tottenham became the only 
non-League club to win the FA 
Cup when they lifted the trophy 
in 1901 and were the first club 
in the 20th century to win the 
League and FA Cup double in 
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SECOND 

CHANCE: 

Andre Villas-Boas 
will feel like he 
has a point to 
prove 
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PAPISS CISSE will 
return to Barclays 
Premier League action as 
a marked man. 

The 27-year-old Senegal 
international made just 14 
appearances in England’s 
top flight last season and, 
in many ways, is still 
coming to terms with life in 
another country following 
his January move from 
German club Freiburg. 

However, he will run 
out on the opening day of 
the new campaign against 
Tottenham needing no 
introduction having already 
established himself as one 
of the most lethal 
marksmen in the division. 

It was not so much the 
number of goals he scored 
during his first few months 
on Tyneside - a haul of 
13 established him as the 
club’s second-top scorer 
behind compatriot Demba 
Ba - but the quality of 
many of the strikes which 
marked him out as some¬ 
thing special. 

Manager Alan Pardew 
could hardly be more 
pleased with just how quick 
a return he has had on the 
club’s £10million 
investment. 

He said: “You can’t say 
we predicted the impact he 
would have, but we knew 
he was a good player. 

“The Bundesliga is one 
of the best Leagues in the 
world and he was top 
scorer there for a poor 
team. 

“He gets more chances 
at this club and, at the 
minute, he’s taking them. 
Whenever he’s needed a 
goal, he’s hit the target. 

“He’s got everything as 
well as the work-rate. He’s 
also bought into what we 
do here.” 

Cisse got his career on 
Tyneside off to the perfect 
start by scoring the winner 
in a 2-1 League victory over 
Aston Villa at St James’ 

Park on February 5, and has 
not looked back since. 

In addition, he has left 
onlookers open-mouthed 
on more than one occasion, 
scoring with an audacious 
chip at Swansea, while he 
found the back of the net 
with a volley so outrageous 
in its execution at Chelsea 
that keeper Petr Cech may 
still not quite believe it 
happened. 

Cisse said at the time: 

“It was a wonderful goal. 

It was the best goal of my 
career. 

“When the ball came to 
me, I was only thinking 
about scoring. It was an 
instinctive finish. 

“I came to the Barclays 
Premier League to show 
my quality, and everything 
is going well. I’m enjoying 
my football - everything is 
good on and off the pitch.” 
Cisse swiftly established 



SPECTACULAR: The 

manner in which Papiss 
Cisse scored his goals last 
season will make him a 
target for defenders 
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ONE TO WATCH 


HATEM BEN ARFA 

Born: Clamart, France 


Age: 25 


Playing position: Winger 


Joined club:January 201 I 


Playing career: Lyon - appearances: 
64, goals: 7; Metz - apps: 63, gls: 9; 
Newcastle (loan) - apps: 4, gls: I; 
Newcastle - apps: 26, gls: I 
National: France - apps: 13, gls: 2 


Struggled for first team action last year, 
but made the most of his opportunities 
and will feature heavily this term. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Newcastle United, having been 
formed in December 1892 as 
the result of Heaton-based 
Newcastle East End taking over 
their Northern League rivals 
Newcastle West End, were 
elected to the newly-formed 
Football League Division Two at 
the start of the 1893-94 season, 
still wearing East End’s red and white 
stripes, the colours of fierce rivals 
Sunderland. 


himself as a crowd 
favourite last season as 
his goals helped to fire the 
Magpies into fifth place 
and back into European 
football. 

But his efforts are also 
appreciated inside the 
dressing room with keeper 
Tim Krul, in particular, 
having seen his deter¬ 
mination to succeed at 
close hand on the training 
pitch. 

The Holland interna¬ 
tional said: “He’s incredible. 
He gets so upset when he 


misses a chance in 
training. Sometimes you’ll 
see him arguing with him¬ 
self for five minutes about 
how he missed it. 

“It shows you what 
commitment he has. He 
wants to score all the time.” 

Such is Cisse’s impor¬ 
tance to Newcastle that the 
club persuaded him not to 
represent his country at 
this summer’s Olympic 
Games, something they did 
reluctantly and to his 
disappointment. However, 
with another African Cup 


of Nations looming early 
next year, they felt they 
had no option but to try to 
protect one of their most 
highly-prized assets. 

Pardew added: “I am 
sure he had pressure from 
within the country for 
him to play, but we had to 
release that pressure for 
him because physically, he 
couldn’t do that.” 

The challenge for 
Newcastle this time around 
will be to at least replicate 
what they did last season, 
while at the same time 


cope with the demands of a 
Europa League campaign. 

Pardew knows that will 
be difficult after their 
unexpected heroics during 
2011-12, but having pushed 
the Champions League 
regulars so close, he is 
relishing the chance to have 
another crack at them. 

The 51-year-old, of 
course, was a controversial 
appointment to the post 
in December 2010 in the 
wake of Chris Hughton’s 
departure, but the contin¬ 
ued resurgence he inspired 
has won over his doubters 
to the extent that he, like 
Cisse, can often hear his 
name echoing around the 
stadium. 

Pardew said: “It’s great 
to have the respect of the 
crowd. 

“The north-east knows its 
football and it wants it to 
be played in the right 
manner, so to have your 
name sung means you are 
ticking some boxes. 

“That’s all I have done, 
and hopefully that will 
continue.” 
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NEWCASTLE 

Formed 

1892 

Manager 

Alan Pardew 

Ground 

Sports Direct Arena 

Capacity 

52,139 

Nickname 

The Magpies 

Website 

www.nufc.co.uk 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
43 22 8 13 67 61 +6 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
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P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

5 

38 

19 

8 

11 56 

HOME 

51 

+5 

65 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

6 

19 

II 

5 

3 29 

AWAY 

17 

+ 12 

38 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

5 

19 

8 

3 

8 

27 

34 

-7 

27 


CUP PROGRESS 



stage 

lost to 

FA Cup 

R4 

Brighton 

League Cup 

R4 

Blackburn 


BIGGEST WIN 


04/01/12 

3-0 

Man Utd 

Prem 


BIGGEST DEFEAT 


11/02/12 

0-5 

Tottenham 

Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Romain Amalfitano (Stade 
de Reims), Gael Bigirimana 
(Coventry), Curtis Good 
(Melbourne Heart). 

OUT 

Danny Guthrie (Reading), Peter 
Lovenkrands (Birmingham), 
Fraser Forster (Celtic), Leon 
Best (Blackburn),Alan Smith 
(MK Dons), Daniel Taylor 
(Oldham),Jeffrey Henderson 
(Sligo Rovers), Samuel Adjei, 
Philip Airey, Ryan Donaldson, 
Stephen Folan,Tamas Kadar, 
Greg McDermott, Patrick Nzuzi 
(all free). 


THE BOSS 

Li 

ALAN PARDEW 

Born:Wimbledon, England 

Age: 51 Joined: Dec 2010 

Hons: Second Division 

runner-up; FA Cup runner- 

up; Championship play-off; 

Football League Trophy 

FAN VIEW 


Alan Pardew worked miracles last 


season, but I don’t think anyone is 
expecting him to replicate that. 
True enough, we’ve managed to 
keep hold of our star names, but 
we’ve also got a Europa League 
campaign to contend with. I would 
snap your hand off for a top-10 
finish and a decent cup run. 

David Charlesworth 


BETTING 


Will be a tough ask to repeat the 
heroics of last season, although a 
top-six finish is not impossible (7-2). 
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20:20 vision 

Astute signings, bold raids and amazing big-money deals have all become a feature of 
the Barclays Premier League as it has developed into one of the most exciting football 
competitions in the world. Here we look at 20 of the most successful signings over 20 years 


ALAN SHEARER 

Southampton to Blackburn 
£3.6m, 1992 

Jack Walker splashed the 
cash when paying a British 
record fee for the England 
striker, but it proved money 
well spent as Shearer’s 
34 goals in the 1994-95 
season led Blackburn to 
Premier League title glory. 
The Geordie also netted 31 
times the following term 
and ended up with 112 goals 
in 138 League games for 
Rovers before being sold to 
Newcastle for a world record 
£15million in 1996. 

ROY KEANE 

Nottm Forest to Man United 
£3.75m, 1993 
Took over from Bryan 
Robson and Paul Ince as 
United’s midfield dynamo 
and went on to be an 
inspirational captain as the 
likes of Ryan Giggs, Paul 
Scholes, David Beckham 
and Gary Neville came of 
age. Famed for his ultra- 
competitive approach, Keano 
contributed to seven League 
titles in 12 full seasons at Old 
Trafford, including two cup 
doubles and United’s famous 
1999 treble. 

DIDIER DROGBA 

Marseille to Chelsea 
£24m, 2004 

The price paid for Drogba 
was high enough to attract 
criticism on his arrival at 
Stamford Bridge, but Roman 
Abramovich wanted to take 
the Blues to the next level 
and it proved a fine buy. 

The Ivorian led the Chelsea 
front line for eight years, 
picking up a host of honours, 
including three League titles 
and two Golden Boot awards, 
before scoring the winning 
penalty in the Champions 
League final. 

PATRICKVIEIRA 

AC Milan to Arsenal, 

£3.5m, 1996 

Arsene Wenger requested 
this purchase prior to taking 
charge of the Gunners 
and then proceeded to 
build his team around the 
France midfielder. Vieira 
cut a formidable figure 
in Arsenal’s engine room, 
combining pace, power, 
height and stamina to form a 



dominant physical presence, 
but also provided composure 
and cultured passing 
qualities that helped take 
three titles to North London. 

CRISTIANO RONALDO 

Sporting Lisbon to Man United, 

£ 12m, 2003 

Impressed Ferguson enough 
in a pre-season friendly for 
the United boss to part with 
a hefty sum for a teenager 
with limited experience at 
senior level, but the Scot’s 
instinctive judgment was 
spot on. Ronaldo matured 
into an explosive attacking 
talent, scoring 66 Premier 
League goals in his last 
three seasons at Old Trafford 
before joining Real Madrid 
for a whopping £80million 
tranfer fee. 



EDWIN VAN DERSAR 

Fulham to Manchester United 
£2m, 2005 

Peter Schmeichel’s move 
came too early to make this 
list but Fergie found another 
great keeper here. Fulham 
may have thought Van der 
Sar was entering the twilight 
of his career when they let 
him go to Old Trafford at the 
age of 34, but the Dutchman 
aged like a fine wine, picking 
up four titles and a world 
record by not conceding a 
single goal for 1,311 minutes 
of League action in 2008-09. 

DENNIS BERGKAMP 

Inter Milan to Arsenal 
£7.5m, 1995 

After struggling to shine in 
Italy for two seasons, Inter 
allowed Bergkamp to leave 



for Arsenal and he became 
Bruce Rioch’s first signing 
as manager. A patchy first 
campaign followed, but 
when Wenger arrived at 
Highbury he helped turn 
the Dutchman into a focal 
point up front, utilising his 
great vision and silky skills. 
Equally adept at scoring and 
creating chances, he led the 
Gunners to three titles. 

ROBINVAN PERSIE 

Feyenoord to Arsenal 
£2.75m, 2004 

Wenger replicated the magic 
trick he pulled off with 
Henry when converting 
Van Persie from a left 
winger to a centre-forward. 
Injury curtailed his early 
development, but there 
has been an upward curve 


over the last few seasons, 
culminating in last term’s 30- 
goal haul which earned him 
the Golden Boot title and a 
host of potential suitors. 

FRANK LAMPARD 

West Ham United to Chelsea 
£ I I m, 2001 

Looked a rock-solid purchase 
when leaving the Hammers 
after the dismissal of his 
uncle Harry Redknapp and 
father Frank Snr from the 
Upton Park coaching staff 
and has even exceeded 
all expectations. The only 
midfielder to have scored 
150 Premier League goals, 
Lampard also has the second 
highest number of assists 
and once played in a record 
164 straight top-flight games. 

WAYNE ROONEY 

Everton to Manchester United 
£25.6m, 2004 

Fergie’s ability to spot and 
then nurture young talent 
reaped more rewards after 
he beat off opposition from 
Newcastle for Rooney’s 
signature with a world 
record fee for a teenager. 
United’s talismanic striker 
has never been weighed 
down by that price tag, 
hitting a hat-trick on debut 
and since netting 129 League 
goals in helping to take four 
more titles to Old Trafford. 

SAMI HYYPIA 

Willem II Tilburg to Liverpool 
£2.6m, 1999 

Not every great signing 
has to come with glitz and 
glamour. Liverpool fans 
could have been forgiven for 
thinking Gerard Houllier 
was merely bolstering his 
squad when bringing in this 
unknown Finn, reputed to 
have been recommended to 
the club by a TV cameraman. 
However, Hyypia proved 
reliability personified and 
you could count his bad 
games on one hand during 
over 10 years at Anfield. 

JOE HART 

Shrewsbury to Manchester City 
£600,000,2006 

Had to bide his time before 
establishing himself as City’s 
No.l, but was named PFA 
Goalkeeper of the Year while 
on loan at Birmingham. 
Preferred to Shay Given by 
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THIERRY HENRY 

Juventus to Arsenal 
£ 10.5m, 1999 

Searing pace helped 
Henry pick up four 
Premier League 
Golden Boots in five 
seasons, registering 
totals of 24, 30, 25 
and 27, on the way to 
becoming Arsenal’s 
all-time leading 
scorer and the most 
prolific overseas 
marksman ever to 
play in England’s top 
flight. Secured two 
title triumphs and 
three FA Cup wins 
with the Gunners, 
while also being 
named PFA Player of 
the Year twice. 


ERIC CANTONA 

Leeds United to Manchester 
United, £ 1.2m, 1992 

The controversial 
Frenchman became 
an instant hit at Old 
Trafford after helping 
United win the first 
Premier League title 
by 10 points, ending 
a 26-year drought 
since the Red Devils 
were last crowned 
champions. Cantona 
was the catalyst as Sir 
Alex Ferguson’s side 
went on to top the 
table four times in his 
five years at the club, 
only failing when King 
Eric was banned for 
attacking a Crystal 
Palace fan, an incident 
which prompted maybe 
the most famous quote 
in the history of the 
Premier League. 



When the seagulls 
follow the trawler 
it is because they 
think sardines will 
be thrown into 
the sea 



Roberto Mancini and has 
never looked back, winning 
the Premier League Golden 
Glove for most clean sheets 
in each of the last two 
seasons with 18 and 17 and 
playing a major part in the 
Blues’ first title triumph for 
44 years. 

NICOLAS ANELKA 

Paris Saint-Germain to Arsenal 
£500,000, 1996 

Le Sulk’s time at Arsenal wa 
short and not always sweet, 
but it’s hard to fault this bit 
of good business by Wenger. 
As a pacy young striker, 
Anelka got his big chance 
following a long-term injury 
to Ian Wright in the 1997- 
98 season and helped the 
Gunners to a League and FA 
Cup double. The following 
season he was named PFA 
Young Player of the Year, 
before moving on to Real 
Madrid for £22million. 

GIANFRANCO ZOLA 

Parma to Chelsea 
£4.5m, 1996 

Ruud Gullit sought to bring 
some continental flair 
to Stamford Bridge and 
the capture of Zola was 
inspirational among several 
overseas signings. Arrived 
in November, but still did 
enough to be named FWA 
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Player of the Year at the end 
of that campaign, before 
going on to net 80 times 
in 312 games for the Blues 
during a period of seven 
seasons that helped the club 
rise to prominence. 

LUCAS RADEBE 

Kaiser Chiefs to Leeds United 
£250,000, 1994 

The Yorkshire club were big 
spenders in the early days 
of the Premier League era, 
but South Africa defender 
Radebe was their most 
prudent purchase during 
that period. A centre-half 
with poise and power, he was 
an inspirational leader both 
on and off the pitch, both 
while Leeds were challenging 
for top honours at home and 
abroad and then later when 
fighting to avoid relegation. 

OLE GUNNAR SOLSKJAER 

Molde to Manchester United 
£ 1.5m, 1996 

Relatively unknown outside 
Norway, it seemed Ferguson 
was taking a risk in signing 
Solskjaer, but he quickly 
gained a reputation as a 
sharp finisher and was used 
to great effect as a ‘super¬ 
sub’, often coming off the 
bench and scoring important 
goals. He racked up a tally 
of 91 League strikes in an 11- 


year United career, as well as 
a certain Champions League 
final goal in Barcelona. 

FERNANDO TORRES 

Atletico Madrid to Liverpool 
£20m, 2007 

The Spain striker made a 
stunning start to his time 
at Anfield, setting a then 
record goals tally for a 
foreign player in his debut 
season with 24. Accolades 
flowed as he was voted the 
third best player in the world 
behind Ronaldo and Lionel 
Messi and his surname was 
the most popular on replica 
Premier League shirts sold 
across the world in the 
2009-10 season, prior to a 
£50m move to Chelsea. 

TIM CAHILL 

Millwall to Everton 
£ 1.5m, 2004 

The kind of signing that 
has epitomised the David 
Moyes reign. Made an 
immediate impression when 
top-scoring and being voted 
the supporters’ Player of the 
Season in his opening term, 
and in 2006 was the first 
Everton star in 18 years to 
be nominated for the Ballon 
D’Or. Now moved on to New 
York Red Bulls after 200 
appearances for the club, 
with more than 50 goals. 


Where are they know? 


The Barclays Premier League was launched in 1992 containing 22 clubs. 
Andy Hampson looks at how those founding clubs have fared since... 


ARSENAL 

Manager in 1992: George Graham 
Highest finish: first 

One of the success stories of the competition, 
winning in 1998,2002 and 2004 and regularly 
challenging at the top end under their long- 
serving manager Arsene Wenger. Wenger 
arrived in 1996 and transformed the culture 
of the club, ridding them of their previous 
reputation for boring - albeit successful 
-football acquired under Graham and 
introducing continental flair. 

ASTON VILLA Ron Atkinson; second 
Villa began the new era as 
one of the most exciting sides 
in the competition and made 
a strong title challenge in that 
first season before finishing 
runners-up. They did not 
quite match those standards 
in the following years 
but were regular top-half 
challengers throughout the 
1990s.They are one of only 
seven clubs never relegated 
from the Premier League. 

BLACKBURN ROVERS 

Kenny Dalglish; first 
Rovers charged into the 
Premier League on the 
back of owner Jack Walker’s 
millions and were at the 
forefront of the game’s 

money-led revolution, splashing out lavish sums 
to assemble a formidable squad.They not only 
took on the big boys but landed the title in 
1995 with Alan Shearer, Chris Sutton and Colin 
Hendry at their core. It did not last, as Dalglish 
left and the bigger clubs caught up in spending 
terms.They were relegated in 1998 but 
returned two years later to become, for most 
of the next decade, a solid mid-table outfit until 
relegation last season. 

CHELSEA Ian Porterfield; first 
With three titles to their name, the Londoners 
have been one of the Premier League’s 
dominant forces, backed by the wealth of 
benefactor Roman Abramovich. For most of 
the Premier League’s first decade the Blues 
were not contenders despite being one of the 
more consistent performers and achieving the 
odd cup success.That changed spectacularly 
with the arrival of Abramovich in 2003.With 
Jose Mourinho as manager, Chelsea paid 
extraordinary fees for some of the world’s best 
players and became a formidable unit, winning 
back-to-back titles in 2005 and 2006. Another 
followed under Carlo Ancelotti in 2010. 

COVENTRY Bobby Gould; I Ith 
The Sky Blues were a long-established top¬ 
flight club when the Premier League began 
and despite being well short of title-winning 
material, were a constant irritant to bigger 
clubs.That remained the case until their 
relegation in 2001, since when they have not 
been seen in the Premier League. 

CRYSTAL PALACE Steve Coppell; 18th 
The Eagles were enjoying one of the best 
spells in their history at the Premier League’s 
inception, having reached the FA Cup final two 
years previously and finished third in Division 
One in 1991 .Yet despite accumulating 49 
points, they were relegated on the final day 
in 1993.They bounced straight back only to 
suffer another unfortunate relegation as the 
team who finished fourth bottom when the 
competition was reduced to 20 teams.They 
have had two more one-year spells in the 
division since. 

EVERTON Howard Kendall; fourth 
Another of the Premier League’s great 
institutions, Everton have played in all 20 of 
the competition’s seasons but only in the past 
decade under David Moyes have they regularly 
punched their weight. In fact, given the finance 



in the modern game and Everton’s lack of it, 
many feel the Merseysiders actually perform 
above their means, thanks to Moyes.Their best 
finish was fourth in 2005. 

IPSWICH TOWN John Lyall; fifth 
The Suffolk club won the old Division Two 
to earn a place in the Premier League for its 
inaugural season.They made a flying start and 
were even dark horses for the title at one point 
- they were fourth after 27 games - but faded 
to finish 16th.They were relegated in 1995, 
suffering a 9-0 thrashing by Manchester United 
along the way. They returned to the top flight 
in 2000 and finished fifth to 
qualify for Europe in their first 
season, but were relegated 
again the following year. 

LEEDS UNITED 

Howard Wilkinson; third 
Leeds may have not played 
in the Premier League 
for eight years, but are 
still remembered as the 
competition’s most infamous 
example of boom and bust. 
They began the Premier 
League era as the last 
champions of the old Football 
League structure but their 
efforts were modest for some 
years.That began to change 
in the late 1990s as manager 
David O’Leary was allowed 
to spend freely in the transfer market.The 
policy brought them third place in 2000 and a 
Champions League semi-final the following year, 
but their failure to requalify 
for the European elite event 
sparked a spectacular collapse. 


LIVERPOOL 

Graeme Souness; second 
The thought that Liverpool, 
winners of 18 league titles, 
might go through the Premier 
League’s first 20 years without 
adding a 19th crown would 
have seemed preposterous 
back in 1992. But the 
Merseysiders fell behind in 
the early 1990s and have been 
unable to regain their lofty 
perch despite being one of 
the Premier League’s most 
consistent performers, never 
finishing below eighth. 



Brian Clough 


MANCHESTER CITY Peter Reid; first 
The reigning champions will begin the new 
campaign as favourites.Yet it has not always 
been that way, with City having spent a good 
few of the Premier League’s early years either 
battling relegation or outside the competition 
altogether.They were relegated after three 
years of struggle in 1996 and dropped as low as 
the third tier before returning to the top briefly 
in 2000.They came back again in 2002 and have 
been there ever since. 

MANCHESTER UNITED 

Sir Alex Ferguson; first 

The greatest club in the history of the Premier 
League by a distance, having won it in 12 
of its 20 seasons. Much of that is down to 
inspirational manager Sir Alex Ferguson, who 
has overseen all their successes. Since winning 
the inaugural title in 1993, Ferguson has 
constantly renewed his team to maintain their 
dominance. Their lowest finish is third. 

MIDDLESBROUGH Lennie Lawrence;seventh 
Boro failed to survive the first Premier League 
season but there was much excitement around 
the club in the mid-1990s as they returned to 
the top flight with a new stadium.They reached 
two cup finals in 1997 but suffered a major 
setback with relegation in the same season. 
They bounced straight back and became a solid 
Premier League team. Steve McClaren guided 


them to League Cup glory in 2004 and the 
UEFA Cup final two years later, earning the 
plaudits that led to the England job.They then 
fell into decline and were relegated in 2009. 

NORWICH CITY Mike Walker; third 
The Canaries boasted one of their finest sides 
in 1992-93 and sustained an unlikely title 
challenge for most of the campaign before 
then slipping down the divisons. Paul Lambert 
engineered a remarkable revival, overseeing 
back-to-back promotions to bring them back to 
the Premier League and then guiding them to a 
creditable 12th-placed finish last season. 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST Brian Clough;third 
Clough’s glorious reign at the City Ground 
came to an ignominious end as Forest crashed 
out of the Premier League, finishing bottom, in 
its first season. Frank Clark led Forest straight 
back and a sparkling side spearheaded by Stan 
Collymore finished third in 1995 and qualified 
for Europe, only for the rot to set in again. 

OLDHAM ATHLETIC Joe Royle; 19th 
After spending the past 15 seasons in English 
football’s third tier, it seems remarkable the 
lowly Latics were one of the Premier League’s 
founder members. They remained among the 
elite for three years, taking in the inception of 
the Premier League, but it was always a struggle 
and they were relegated in 1994. 

QUEENS PARK RANGERS Gerry Francis; fifth 
London’s top club in the first Premier League 
season was not Tottenham, Arsenal or 
Chelsea, who had to make do with mid-table, 
but unfashionable QPR, who finished fifth. 

Relegation in 1996 was 
followed by 15 years in the 
second and third tiers before 
promotion back to the top 
W flight in 201 I. 

J | SHEFFIELD UNITED 

Dave Bassett; 14th 
Brian Deane scored the 
Premier League’s first goal 
as the Blades began the 
new competition in fine 
style with a shock win 
over eventual champions 
Manchester United.After a 
12-year absence from the 
top flight, United returned in 
2006-07 but were agonisingly 
relegated again on the final 
day. 


SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 

Trevor Francis; seventh 

The 1992-93 campaign was a particularly 
memorable one as they finished seventh and 
reached both domestic cup finals, although 
Arsenal undid them twice at Wembley. Their 
power began to wane towards the middle of 
the decade and they were relegated in 2000. 

SOUTHAMPTON Ian Branfoot;eighth 
A member of the Premier League for its first I 3 
seasons, Saints rejoin the elite this season after 
seven years away. 

TOTTENHAM Hotspur 

Doug Livermore & Ray Clemence; fourth 
Spurs are one of the mainstays of the Premier 
League having competed in every single season. 
They are now one of the most exciting sides 
in the country and strong challengers for the 
Champions League positions after massive 
progress under managers Martin Jol and then 
Harry Redknapp. 

WIMBLEDON Joe Kinnear; sixth 
Little now remains of the famous little 
Wimbledon club that, against all the odds, 
enjoyed a remarkable unbroken 14-year run 
in the top flight, taking in the Premier League’s 
first eight seasons, following their highly 
controversial relocation to Milton Keynes in 
2003. 


www.barclays.co.uk/pingit 
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WEST HAM UNITED 

Formed 

1885 

Manager 

Sam Allardyce 

Ground 

The Boleyn Ground 

Capacity 

35,016 

Nickname 

The Hammers 

Website 

www.whufc.com 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 



p 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 



51 

27 

14 

10 

89 

52 

+37 




CHAMPIONSHIP 



Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

3 

46 

24 

14 

8 

81 

48 

+33 

86 





HOME 




Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

5 

23 

11 

8 

4 

41 

26 

+ 15 

41 





AWAY 




Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

1 

23 

13 

6 

4 

40 

22 

+ 18 

45 


CUP PROGRESS 

stage lost to 

FA Cup R3 SheffWeds 

League Cup Rl Aldershot Town 

BIGGESTWIN 

14/04/12 6-0 Brighton Champ 

BIGGEST DEFEAT 

31/01/12 1-5 Ipswich Champ 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Modibo Maiga (Sochaux), 
Mohamed Diame (Wigan), 

Jussi Jaaskelainen (Bolton), 
George McCartney 
(Sunderland), Stephen 
Henderson, (Portsmouth),James 
Collins (Aston Villa), Raphael 
Spiegel (Grasshoppers). 

OUT 

Rob Green (QPR), Papa Bouba 
Diop,John Carew,Julien Faubert, 
Abdoulaye Faye, Peter Kurucz, 
Freddie Sears, Marek Stech, 
Frank Nouble (all released), 
Ravel Morrison (Birmingham, 
loan). 


THE BOSS 



SAM ALLARDYCE 

Born: Dudley Age: 57 
Joined club:Jun 2011 
Hons: League of Ireland 
First Division; Football 
League Third Division; 
Football League First 


Division play-offs (2) 


FAN VIEW 


Being a West Ham fan there isn’t 
usually much to cheer, with two 
relegations in the last 10 years 
with sides that should never have 
been in the bottom three. But I 
believe big Sam is the man for the 
job and would be chuffed with a 
mid table finish, 12th maybe. 

Joe Chattaway 


BETTING 


Despite their spending power, the 
Hammers’ direct approach is not 
conducive to the Premier League 
and relegation is in the offing (9-4). 


Collins back to lay 
down his own legacy 


By Alex Lowe 


THE spotlight of the 
world has shone on east 
London over the last 
month and West Ham’s 
comeback kid James 
Collins is determined to 
keep the Olympic feel¬ 
good factor alive. 

Collins was sold to Aston 
Villa, against his own 
wishes, in 2008 as the cash- 
strapped Hammers looked 
to raise urgent funds, but 
he has returned to a club 
buoyed by promotion. 

West Ham were a 
newly-promoted club when 
Collins joined them first 
time around and the Wales 
international played a key 
role in the Hammers’ run to 
the FA Cup 2006 final and 
ninth-placed finish. 

Collins is confident that 
West Ham can make the 
same kind of impact on the 

kk 

I just cannot 
wait to get 
back and 
show what 
the fans what 
a better player 
I am now 

99 

Barclays Premier League 
this season - and keep the 
spotlight trained on east 
London. 

“I think we can have a 
great season with the play¬ 
ers we have signed in the 
off-season,” Collins said. 

“I don’t think we should 
have been down there and 
I think it was a bit of a 
false position for the club, 
so we’re looking to get off 
to a good start and then 
anything is possible. 

“I’ve got so many good 
memories - getting into 
the FA Cup final in my first 
season and finishing so 
high in the league and then 
the way we escaped 
relegation that year was 
one of my fondest 
memories in football. 

“Hopefully I won’t have 
too many more memories 




ONE TO WATCH 


RICARDO VAZTE 


Born: Lisbon, Portugal 
Age: 25 


Playing position: Striker/winger 


Joined club:January 2012 
Playing career: Bolton - appearances: 
58, goals 3; Hull (loan) - apps: 6, gls: 0; 
Panionios - apps: 8, gls: I; Hibernian - 
apps: 10, gls: I; Barnsley - apps: 22, gls: 
10;West Ham - apps: 15, gls: 10 


VazTe was prolific for the Hammers 
last season and scored the goal that 
took them to the Premier League. 



DID YOU KNOW? 


West Ham’s ‘Boleyn Ground’ has 
its name derived from an old Tudor 
castle built for Henry Vlll’s second 
wife,Anne Boleyn, on the land on 
which they played on. 

It is represented as a castle 
on the club emblem, along with 
the crossed hammers of the Old 
Thames Ironworks - the name 
that the club was originally formed 
under. 


like that! I just cannot wait 
to get back and show the 
fans what a better player I 
am now.” 

Collins moved back to 
Upton Park for a reported 
£2.5million as one of seven 
summer signings made by 
manager Sam Allardyce 
so far, along with Mali 
striker Modibo Maiga from 
Sochaux. 

West Ham have signed 
goalkeepers Jussi Jaaskel¬ 
ainen, Stephen Henderson 
and Raphael Spiegel, plus 
defender George 
McCartney and midfielder 
Mohamed Diame. The 
ambitious Hammers spent 


the summer attempting to 
sign England striker Andy 
Carroll from Liverpool, in a 
bid to reunite him with his 
friend and former Newcas¬ 
tle team-mate Kevin Nolan. 

The 2012 Olympics is a 
subject close to the heart of 
all at West Ham, with 
owners David Gold and Da¬ 
vid Sullivan hoping to move 
the club into the Olympic 
Stadium. 

West Ham believe they 
can build on the 
Olympic Games and they 
have created a slogan for 
it, proclaiming themselves: 
“Moore than a football 
club, creating legacies since 


1896”. Diame and defender 
James Tomkins both tasted 
the Olympics first hand 
this summer, competing for 
Senegal and Great Britain 
respectively. 

Mark Noble said: “Every¬ 
one at the club knows of 
the importance of a legacy 
being left for London after 
the 2012 Olympic Games. 

“No one more so than us 
all here at West Ham. We 
wore T-shirts (before the 
pre-season friendly against 
Ipswich) that state our in¬ 
tentions on that legacy and 
how we as a club can help 
with that. We can already 
see what having the Olym¬ 


pics and the stadium has 
done to improve parts of 
London. I am from Canning 
Town myself and it is really 
something we can be proud 
of. Not just for now, but in 
the future as well.” 

For now, the issue occu¬ 
pying the minds of Collins, 
Noble and all at West Ham 
are thoughts of the opening 
game of the season. 

“My game is based on giv¬ 
ing 100 per cent and even 
if I’m not doing so well in 
a game I’ll always stick my 
head in and give 100 per 
cent,” Collins said. 

“That’s the way I’ve been 
playing since I was a kid 
and that’s what the fans 
can expect from me. 

“Hopefully I can bring a 
bit more to the team than 
what we have already got. I 
can see the improvements 
they have made around 
the training ground and 
around the stadium. 

“The thing about West 
Ham is that it’s a real fam¬ 
ily club and it’s like I’ve 
never been away. Everyone 
is so friendly that it makes 
it a lot easier to perform on 
the pitch and hopefully we 
can do that this season.” 
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By Mark Bryans 


NICKY SHOREY believes 
Reading face a “new chal¬ 
lenge” this season as they 
look to establish them¬ 
selves as a top-flight club. 

Shorey was promoted 
to the Barclays Premier 
League with Reading in 
2006 and left when the 
Royals were relegated two 
seasons later. 

The England internation¬ 
al had spells at Aston Villa, 
Fulham, Nottingham Forest 
and West Brom before 
rejoining Brian McDer¬ 
mott’s side ahead of their 
first season back in the top 
flight since his departure. 

The 31-year-old (right) 
may face a tougher task 
breaking into the side than 
he did during his first spell 
at the club, but he is look¬ 
ing forward to playing for 
the Royals again. 

“It feels good, I’m looking 
forward to it and I’m ex¬ 
cited,” he said. “I had great 


times here and it’s a new 
challenge now. The club has 
completely changed, it’s a 
brand new challenge and a 
new season so I’m just 
looking forward to that. 

“People might look at my 
time away from the club 
and think it hasn’t gone 
so well, but I still feel I’ve 
played OK and for what¬ 
ever reason it doesn’t work 
out sometimes. I’m pretty 
happy and if I can get 
myself fit and ready to go, 
I’m sure I can make a good 
impact.” 

Sir John Madejski has 
been the architect of 
Reading’s resurgence in the 
past 20 years and the club 
will continue to move 
forward now the 71-year-old 
has sold a majority stake 
to Russian businessman 
Anton Zingarevich. 

The Russian has insisted 
he will not splash millions 
on players and is instead 
intent on settling the side 
in the Barclays Premier 


League and slowly 
developing them into a 
bigger club. Shorey’s 
signing was preceded 
by deals for Garath 
McCleary, Danny 
Guthrie, Pavel 
Pogrebnyak and Pierce 
Sweeney, while fellow 
defenders Adrian 
Mariappa and Chris Gunter 
joined the following week. 

Shorey revealed talks 
with McDermott made the 
return to Berkshire a 
simple decision. 

He said: “This club is run 
right and you’ve got good 
people working here. I was 
delighted when they got 
promoted last year. To be 
honest, I didn’t have one 
thought that I might be 
coming here again, but it’s 
nice to be a part of it. 

“I spoke to Brian on the 
phone and he made it clear 
that he wanted me to come 
back, which is always nice. 

“I just hope that I can get 
the same support that I had 


when 
I was 
here 
last. 

“I feel 
like I owe 
them a lot 
and I’d like to 
end my 
Reading 
career on a high 
this time. I feel 
the fans 
deserve that.” 


wmsmm 

Formed 

1871 

Manager 

Brian McDermott 

Ground 

Madejski Stadium 

Capacity 

24,161 

Nickname 

The Royals 

Website 

www.readingfc.co.uk 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 



48 

27 

8 

13 

70 

44 

+26 




CHAMPIONSHIP 



Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

1 

46 

27 

8 

II 

69 

41 

+28 

89 





HOME 




Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

3 

23 

14 

5 

4 

36 

18 

+ 18 

47 





AWAY 




Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

2 

23 

13 

3 

7 

33 

23 

+ 10 

42 


CUP PROGRESS 



stage 

lost to 

FA Cup 

R3 

Stevenage 

League Cup 

Rl 

Charlton 


BIGGESTWIN 

17/03/12 4-0 Barnsley Champ 

BIGGEST DEFEAT 

02/01/12 1-3 Cardiff City Champ 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Garath McCleary (Nottingham 
Forest), Danny Guthrie 
(Newcastle), Pavel Pogrebnyak 
(Fulham), Nicky Shorey (West 
Brom), Pierce Sweeney (Bray 
Wanderers),Adrian Mariappa 
(Watford), Chris Gunter 
(Nottingham Forest). 

OUT 

Mathieu Manset (FC Sion), 
Brian Howard,Andy Griffin, 
Tomasz Cywka, Cedic Baseya, 
Jacob Walcott (all free). 


FAN VIEW 


After punching above our weight 
to win the Championship, I was 
a little apprehensive we could do 
it again in the Premier League. 

The marquee signing of Pavel 
Pogrebnyak, however, has signalled 
our intent that we are here to stay. 

Dave Johnson 


BETTING 


Reading will undoubtedly be in the 
relegation fight, but summer signings 
suggest they can stay up (5-6). 





CLEAR INTENT: Garath McCleary is just one of a number of 
new signings to come through the door at the Madejski Stadium. 


By Simon Peach 


IT was not so long ago 
that Southampton 
were on the brink of 
bankruptcy. Now they will 
start the new season at 
Barclays Premier League 
winners Manchester City. 

For those close to the 
club, few could have 
imagined such a fixture 
after the journey Saints 
went on when their 27- 
year spell in the top flight 
ended on the final day of 
the 2004-05 season. 

Their seven years in 
the Football League 
were dominated by 
disappointment, 
adversity and, at 
times, tragedy. 

After a brief 
dalliance with 
promotion, things 
for Southampton 
went downhill 
and they were 
relegated to the 
third tier at the 
end of the 2008-09 season. 

Things off the park, 
though, were far worse. 

Just six years after 
reaching the FA Cup 
final, the club were on 
the brink financially, but 
step forward, Markus 
Liebherr. 

Few - if any - had heard 
of the German-born Swiss 
businessman when he 
pulled the club away from 
the precipice, but he is 
now a legend at St Mary’s. 

He put the club back 
on a sound footing 
and announced a five- 
year plan to return to 
the Barclays Premier 
League. They did it in 
three. Liebherr, though, 
was not there to see 
it. The Saints owner 
passed away aged 62 in 
August 2010. But, under 


Adkins 
lays out 
ambitious 
plans 

executive chairman Nicola 
Cortese, Southampton 
have overcome the odds 
to follow in Norwich’s 
footsteps by securing 
back-to-back promotions. 

“It’s a very positive 

future ahead,” said 
manager Nigel 
Adkins, left. 

“Nicola Cortese 
set the dream out 
and the vision to 
me to be in the 
Premier League 
within five years. 

“Since he has 
been here, they’ve 
done it in three with back- 
to-back promotions and 
we’re very ambitious.” 

Those ambitions saw 
the club splash out a 
club record £6million fee 
for Burnley striker Jay 
Rodriguez. 

His acquisition was 
followed by the additions 
of Rangers captain Steven 
Davis, Gillingham keeper 
Paulo Gazzaniga and 
Crystal Palace’s Nathaniel 
Clyne. 

Saints have big 
ambitions. 

“We’ve got to drive on, 
strive to be the best and 
Europe is obviously the 
goal,” Adkins added. 

“We can draw 
inspiration from Norwich 
and Swansea last season 
in how they acquitted 
themselves.” 




Manager Nigel Adkins 


Ground 

St. Mary’s 

Capacity 

32,690 

Nickname 

Saints 

Website 

www.saintsfc.co.uk 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 



53 

30 

1 1 

12 

99 

56 

+43 




CHAMPIONSHIP 



Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

2 

46 

26 

10 

10 

85 

46 

+39 

88 





HOME 




Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

1 

23 

16 

4 

3 

49 

18 

+31 

52 





AWAY 




Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

3 

23 

10 

6 

7 

36 

28 

+8 

36 


CUP PROGRESS 



stage 

lost to 

FA Cup 

R4 

Millwall 

League Cup 

R4 

Crystal Palace 


BIGGESTWIN 


28/04/12 4-0 Coventry Champ 

BIGGEST DEFEAT 

31/03/12 0-3 Blackpool Champ 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Jay Rodriguez (Burnley), 

Nathaniel Clyne (Crystal Palace), 
Steve Davis (Rangers), Paulo 
Gazzaniga (Gwillingham). 

OUT 

David Connolly, Lee Holmes, 
Bartosz Bialkowski (all released), 
Aaron Martin (Crystal Palace, loan), 
Tommy Forecast (Gillingham, loan), 
Radhi Jaidi (retired), Dan Harding 
(Nottingham Forest). 


FAN VIEW 


We have a great mix of experience 
as well as exciting and creative 
players. Nigel Adkins has installed 
a confidence in us and a style of 
play that suits our players and is 
attractive on the eye. Our winning 
mentality that we’ve built up will 
hopefully see us through. Rickie 
Lambert is a a massive presence, but 
Adam Lallana is the one with the 
ability to unlock defences. 

Matt Cutler 


BETTING 


Home form will see Saints safe, 
and by some distance. A top-15 
finish is well within reach (19-10). 


www.barclays.co.uk/pingit 
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Everton 


EVERTON 

Formed 

1878 

Manager 

David Moyes 

Ground 

Goodison Park 

Capacity 

40,157 

Nickname 

The Toffees 

Website 

www.evertonfc.co.uk 


2011-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
47 21 12 14 66 48 +18 


BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

7 

38 

15 

II 12 50 

HOME 

40 

+ 10 

56 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

8 

19 

10 

3 6 28 

AWAY 

15 

+ 13 

33 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

9 

19 

5 8 6 22 25 

CUP PROGRESS 

-3 

23 


stage lost to 

FA Cup SF Liverpool 


League Cup R4 Chelsea 

BIGGESTWIN 


28/04/12 

4-0 

Fulham 

Prem 


BIGGEST DEFEAT 


13/03/12 

0-3 

Liverpool 

Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Steven Naismith (Rangers), 
Steven Pienaar (Tottenham). 

OUT 

Joao Silva (Levski Sofia),Adam 
Forshaw (Brentford),James 
Wallace (Tranmere),Toto 
Nsiala (Accrington),Tim Cahill 
(NewYork Red Bulls), Joseph 
Yobo (Fenerbahce), James 
McFadden, Marcus Hahnemann, 
Adam Davies, Connor Roberts, 
Femi Orenuga (all free). 



David Moyes’ enforced sell-to- 
survive policy to appease the 
banks make his achievements all 
the more remarkable. Subject to 
the unlikely event of chairman Bill 
Kenwright relinquishing control of 
the club, I don’t view the oncoming 
season any differently.The spectre 
of losing one of our big names 
looms before the transfer window 
closes. So I predict a cup run and 
a League finish of between sixth 
and I Oth. 


Gary Hankey 


BETTING 


The signing of Pienaar is a massive 
boost.Top six at 6-1 is tempting 
with Moyes working wonders again. 


Pienaar: 
I’m back 
where I 
belong 


By Carl Markham 


STEVEN PIENAAR is 
hoping that returning 
to the club he considers 
home will improve both 
his and Everton’s 
fortunes. 

The South Africa interna¬ 
tional finally completed his 
permanent move back to 
Goodison Park 18 months 
after leaving to find greater 
success at Tottenham. 

His gamble in moving to 
London did not pay off as 
he played just 13 times for 
Spurs as a result of injury 
and failing to force his way 
into former manager Harry 
Redknapp’s plans. 

However, on coming back 
to Goodison Park on loan 
for the second half of the 
season he slotted in seam¬ 
lessly and his relationship 
with his old team-mates 
convinced him he wanted 
to stay. 

“It is a special feeling for 
me,” said the 30-year-old. 

“A few of my friends said 
they wanted me back and 
this was where I belong 
and it is something special 
when you are wanted like 
that. 

“I hope I can put a smile 
on their faces. 

“Hopefully it is going to 
be a new challenge again. 

It is a new season, so I just 
have to work hard and 
make sure I get fit.” 

Pienaar’s re-signing was 
made possible by the depar¬ 
ture of veteran midfielder 
Tim Cahill to the New York 
Red Bulls, who for such a 
long time was Everton’s 
talisman. 

The South African has an 
opportunity to assume that 
mantle, but admits it is a 
big hole to fill. 

“Tim was one of the 
highest scorers in the 
Barclays Premier League 
and he will be a big loss for 
the club,” he added. “But, 
for us, it is important to 


start well and get an under¬ 
standing going as soon as 
possible and make sure the 
team are functioning as a 
whole. 

“If we have a good start 
to the season, that is the 
main thing. 

“If we can start well we 
have the players to end well 
so it is a matter of chang¬ 
ing it (Everton’s tradition of 
beginning poorly) around. 

“If we do we can hopeful¬ 
ly win a trophy and qualify 
for Europe. 

“We have a fine team and 
if you see the way we fin¬ 
ished last season we were 
one of the strongest.” 

Pienaar is Everton’s 
second signing after the 
club also brought in Steven 
Naismith from Rangers 
when he became a free 
agent after refusing to 
transfer his contract to the 
newco club. 

The 25-year-old has been 
reunited with former 
Rangers strike partner 
Nikica Jelavic just six 
months after the Croatia 
international left Ibrox for 
Everton. 

He hopes they will be 
able to pick up their 
partnership where they 
left off. 

“I had 18 months with 
Jelavic at Rangers and 
things were great,” he said. 

“It will be wonderful to 
play alongside him again 
and playing with some of 
the guys already here will 
make me better. 

“In training we hit off a 
good relationship and in 
games we were on the same 
wavelength. 

“He moved down here 
and a lot of people doubted 
whether he could hack it, 
but he has shown he will be 
a world-class striker. 

“He is a quality player 
who improved me in the 18 
months we were together 
and if we can replicate that 
here it will go a long way to 
helping me fit in.” 



DIVINE INTERVENTION: God-loving Steven Pienaar is relishing his return to Goodison Park 


ONE TO WATCH 


NIKICA JELAVIC 


Born: Capljina, SFRYugoslavia 
Age: 26 

Playing position: Forward 
Joined club: January 2012 
Playing career: Hajduk Split - 
appearances: 35, goals: 8; Zulte 
Waregem - apps: 23, gls: 3; Rapid 
Vienna - apps: 71, gls: 27; Rangers - 
apps: 45, gls: 30; Everton - apps: 13, gls: 
9 National: Croatia apps: 22, gls: 3 
Jelavic hit nine League goals last season 
and looked sharp at Euro 2012 


p| 

m' 

LA, 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Everton have competed in the top 
division for a record 108 seasons. 
They have played more top-flight 
League games than any other English 
team and have won the League 
Championship nine times - the 
fourth most of any team. 

Everton have remained in the 
top division since 1954, and were 
founding members of the Barclays 
Premier League in 1992. 




BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
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SUBLIME: Bryan Ruiz showed glimpses of brilliance last season, such as this cheek chip against Bolton, and promises to make a greater contribution this season 


Ruiz raring to go 


Striker insists he has 
more to give at Fulham 


By Mark Bryans 


BRYAN RUIZ is a firm be¬ 
liever in his own abilities 
and has promised Fulham 
fans there is plenty more 
to come from him this 
season. 

The 26-year-old moved to 
Craven Cottage last summer 
from Dutch side FC Twente 
for a fee believed to be in 
excess of £10million. 

Manager Martin Jol 
was delighted to get Ruiz 
on board but, although 
glimpses of his undoubted 
talent were evident, it was a 
debut season that flattered 
to deceive. 

The Costa Rica interna¬ 
tional scored two Barclays 
Premier League goals last 
year, including a sublime 
chip in a 2-0 win over 
Bolton, and claimed a 
number of assists. 

But this season Ruiz has 
revealed he wants to pro¬ 
duce more in the attacking 
third of the pitch as Fulham 
look to improve on their 
ninth-placed finish. 

Ruiz said: “As a player 
that plays further up 
the pitch, it is one of my 
responsibilities to help in 
that area. Whether that is 
through assists or scoring 
goals, that’s what I am for. 

“It would be nice to score 
a few more as the new 
season progresses and that’s 
something that I know that 
I am capable of doing.” 

Jol, who took charge of 
the Cottagers last summer, 
needed time to mould the 
team to his liking during 


the season, but eventually 
finished level on points with 
Liverpool, who spent con¬ 
siderably more on talent to 
embellish their squad. 

Ruiz was the major 
signing of Jol’s first year in 
charge and the former Tot¬ 
tenham manager recently 
stated he reckons his expen¬ 
sive acquisition will have a 
better second campaign in 
England - something the 
player himself also believes. 

“I agree, I think there is 
more to come,” he said. 

“I know that the manager 
has talked about me making 
a greater contribution and 
that he has faith that I can. 
Is that pressure? I don’t 
think so.” 

Jol has been active in the 
transfer market once again, 
although he has lost more 
players than he has brought 
into the club. 

Experienced former 
England internationals 
Danny Murphy and Andrew 
Johnson both moved on, 
while Russia forward Pavel 
Pogrebnyak opted to sign 
for Reading rather than 
extend his Fulham deal. 

Jol has brought in 
forward duo Mladen Petrie 
and Hugo Rodallega on free 
transfers, as well as signing 
Cologne defender Sascha 
Riether on a season-long 
loan deal and Ruiz has liked 
what he has seen so far. 

He said: “They look really 
good. Sascha is a strong 
defender while Mladen has 
done well too. He has scored 
a lot of goals, and hopefully 
he can continue to do so.” 



ONE TO WATCH 


MOUSSADEMBELE 


Born: Wilrijk, Belgium 
Age: 25 


Playing position: Attacking midfielder 
Joined club:August 2010 
Playing career: Germinal Beerschot 
- appearances: 20,goals: l;Willem II - 
apps: 33, gls: 9;AZ - apps: 118, gls: 24; 
Fulham - apps: 60, gls 5 
National: Belgium - apps: 39, gls: 5 


Shot to prominence last year with 
a number of eye catching displays 
that has alerted the top clubs. 



DID YOU KNOW? 


During Fulham’s meteoric rise 
to the Barclays Premier League, 
they achieved 101 points in two 
separate seasons. First in 1998/99 
under former England manager 
Kevin Keegan in the third tier, 
and again in 2000/01 when Louis 
Saha inspired the Cottagers to 
promotion to the top flight with 
fellow Frenchman JeanTigana at 
helm. 


29 



Formed 1878 

Manager Martin Jol 

Ground Craven Cottage 

Capacity 25,700 

Nickname The Cottagers 

Website www.fulhamfc.com 


2011-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
55 22 14 16 77 61 +16 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

9 

38 

14 

10 14 48 

HOME 

51 

-3 

52 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

7 

19 

10 

5 4 36 

AWAY 

26 

+ 10 

35 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

15 

19 

4 5 10 12 25 

CUP PROGRESS 

-13 

17 


stage lost to 


FA Cup 

R4 

Everton 

League Cup 

R3 

Chelsea 

Europa League 

GS 



BIGGESTWIN 


02/10/11 

6-0 

QPR 

Prem 


BIGGEST DEFEAT 


21/12/11 

0-5 

Man Utd 

Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Hugo Rodallega (Wigan), 
Mladen Petrie (Hamburg), 
Sascha Riether (Cologne, loan), 
George Williams (MK Dons). 

OUT 


Andrew Johnson, Orlando 
Sa, Pavel Pogrebnyak, Danny 
Murphy (all released), Marcel 
Gecov (Gent), Dickson Etuhu 
(Blackburn). 


THE BOSS 


MARTIN JOL 


Born:The Hague (NED) 
Age:56Joined:Jun 201 I 
Hons: KNVB Cup (2): (Roda 
JC 1996-97 & Ajax 2009-10 




FAN VIEW 


We Fulham fans have become 
used to being a second-half and a 
second-part of the season team. 

Jol has brought in Mladen Petrie 
who has scored in four out of 
five of his pre-season games and 
we have exciting youngster’s in 
Frei, Kacaniklic andTrotta.We still 
hope to cling onto Dempsey and 
Dembele, but our biggest loss is 
Murphy who, although often unable 
to last 90 minutes, ran our midfield. 
It will be a typical Fulham season! 

Tom Kent 


BETTING 


Fulham are in safe hands with 
Martin Jol, but may struggle to 
reach the top 10 (7-4) again. 


www.barclays.co.uk/pingit 
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AVFC 



ASTON VILLA 

Formed 

1874 

Manager 

Paul Lambert 

Ground 

Villa Park 

Capacity 

42,788 

Nickname 

TheVillans 

Website 

www.avfc.co.uk 


20M 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
42 9 17 16 44 59 -15 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

16 

38 

7 

17 14 37 

HOME 

53 

-16 

38 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

17 

19 

4 

7 8 20 

AWAY 

25 

-5 

19 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

13 

19 

3 

10 6 17 

28 

-1 1 

19 


CUP PROGRESS 



stage 

lost to 

FA Cup 

R4 

Arsenal 

League Cup 

R3 

Bolton 



BIGGESTWIN 


31/12/11 

3-1 Chelsea 

Prem 


BIGGEST DEFEAT 


14/04/12 

4-0 Man Utd 

Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Brett Holman (AZ Alkmaar), Karim 
El Ahmadi (Feyenoord), Matthew 
Lowton (Sheffield United), Ron 
Vlaar (Feyenoord). 

OUT 

James Collins (West Ham, 
undisclosed), Emile Heskey, Carlos 
Cuellar (both released). 


THE BOSS 


PAUL LAMBERT 

Born: Linwood, SCO 
Age: 42:Joined:Jun 2012 

Hons: Football League One 
winners; Football League 
Championship runner-up: 


FAN VIEW 


After flirting with relegation 
for the past two seasons under 
Houllier and McLeish,the arrival 
of Paul Lambert has created a buzz 
around Villa Park.With big earners 
such as Emile Heskey moving on, 
and new faces including Brett 
Holman coming in, the rebuilding is 
already well under way. Improving 
our home form is key, and the 
prospect of attacking football will 
hopefully put smiles back on faces. 
Keeping Darren Bent fit, however, 
is the key to whether or not we 
have a successful season. 

Kevin Challenger 


BETTING 


Lambert has proven himself a great 
manager, but Villa do not have the 
squad to break the top eight (9-4). 


By John Curtis 


DARREN BENT is 
relishing being part of 
the “licence to thrill” 
philosophy brought to 
Aston Villa by new man¬ 
ager Paul Lambert for the 
forthcoming season. 

England striker Bent was 
forced to miss the final 
third of the 2011-12 Barclays 
Premier League campaign 
- as well as the Euro 2012 
finals - with ankle ligament 
damage suffered at Wigan. 

But before that he gave 
the impression of being a 
frustrated figure when 
being used as the lone 
central striker in a 4-5-1 
formation, despite still 
managing 10 goals. 

Now the former Norwich 
boss is firmly putting the 
accent on attack as Villa 
look to improve on avoid¬ 
ing relegation from the 
Barclays Premier League by 
only two points. 

Bent said: “It was great 
when the gaffer came in a 
couple of months ago and 
said he wanted us to play 
with a real freedom. 

“He wants us to be really 
dangerous and create loads 
of chances. He wants us to 
be an attacking outfit. 

He wants us 
to have a right 
good go at 
every single 
team. That’s 
how it should 
be 

w 

“He has a philosophy 
where he says: Tf we’re go¬ 
ing to get beat, we’re going 
to get beat having a go’. 

“He wants us to have 
a right good go at every 
single team. That’s how it 
should be. 

“We have attacking play¬ 
ers in the team who can 
cause real damage and he’s 
told them to go out and 
do their stuff. It’s certainly 
going to be a dream for 
me playing that way as a 
striker.” 

Bent admitted: “Last 
season was difficult. We 
were playing 4-5-1 at times 
and you can become 
isolated as a striker. 

“But, in this formation, 
that’s impossible because 
it’s so attack-minded. 

“The gaffer never, ever 
has a go at any player who’s 
in the attacking third, has a 
go and then gives it away. 

“You have Charles 
(N’Zogbia) and Stevie (Ire- 




t 

r 


ON THE PROWL: 

Charles N’Zogbia and, 
inset, Darren Bent will 
be gunning for goals 


ONE TO WATCH 


ANDREAS WEIMANN 


Bom: Vienna,Austria 


Age: 21 


Playing position: Striker 


Joined club: 2007 
Playing career: Aston Villa - 
appearances: 15, goals: 2;Watford 
(loan) - apps: 18, gls: 4; National: 
Austria U21 - apps: 6, gls: 3 




Impressed when needed in Darrent 
Bent’s absence, scoring his first goal 
on March 10 - a 92nd minute winner 
against Fulham.Will be pushing for more 
game time this season. 



DID YOU KNOW? 


Aston Villa were the first top-flight 
club to appoint a manager from 
outside Britain or Ireland in July 1990 
-Slovakian coach DrJozefVenglos, 
who was subsequently sacked 
at the end of the season after 
narrowly avoiding relegation. 
Venglos,who has a doctorate 
in Physical Education and 
specialises in psychology, also 
had a short stint in charge of 
Celtic for the 1998-99 season. 


land) and he’s telling them 
to just go out and do their 
stuff. He tells the strikers 
to get in the box and score 
goals. It’s exciting times. 

“He has told me what he 
expects as the norm from 
me and what he wants me 
to do. 

“The boys in the dress¬ 
ing room have all bought 
into his ideas and tactics.” 
Bent, who reached the 100 


Barclays Premier League 
goals landmark last season, 
knows that Villa need to 
show a massive improve¬ 
ment in the next campaign, 
particularly in front of their 
own fans. 

Only four league victories 
were chalked up at Villa 
Park in what was the worst 
home record in the club’s 
history in terms of lack of 
wins. Bent said: “It’s been 


a good pre-season and 
everyone can’t wait for the 
season to get going. There’s 
a real optimism about the 
season ahead. 

“Last season our home 
form let us down and we 
need to improve on that 
this season. 

“We want the fans to 
wake up and think: ’Yes, 
it’s matchday and we are off 
to Villa Park’. We want to 


make it a fortress. I know 
last season was really dif¬ 
ficult for the fans. At times 
we weren’t playing the best, 
but I am sure this season 
will be better.” 

Lambert has no doubt 
how important it will be 
to be able to call on a fully 
fit and firing Bent to lead 
Villa’s quest for success. 

He said: “Darren is a 
goalscorer. Every team 
needs them. You can’t just 
rely on one guy to score you 
the goals. 

“But his influence at the 
football club is huge as a 
result of what he has done 
in his football career up to 
now. 

“He had a fabulous 
goalscoring record at 
Sunderland and if you look 
at it, his goalscoring career 
here is phenomenal. 

“For England too, he is a 
threat. He would have gone 
to the Euros no problem if 
he’d been fit. 

“It will be a big plus for 
us to have him fit.” 
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Gera’s hungry to 
make an impact 


By John Curtis 


WEST BROM midfielder 
Zoltan Gera is hoping 12 
months of injury misery 
are behind him as he 
finally looks to kick-start 
his second spell with the 
Midlands club. 

Hungarian Gera spent an 
initial four seasons at The 
Hawthorns and rejoined 
from Fulham last summer 
when he was reunited with 
Roy Hodgson. 

But Gera was restricted 
to just three appearances in 
the 2011-2012 campaign and 
was a spectator as Albion 
secured a Barclays Premier 
League top-10 finish. 

He missed the start of 
the season following ankle 
surgery and knee ligament 
damage in November after 
his return signalled the end 
of his involvement. 

Hodgson has since 
departed for England but 
Gera is determined to make 
an impression under new 
Baggies boss Steve Clarke 
after launching his come¬ 
back during the pre-season 
tour of Sweden. 

Gera is now keeping his 
fingers crossed he will play 
a part in the season opener 
at home to Liverpool. 

He said: “Last season did 
not work out as I would 
have wanted and to play 
only three games was so 
frustrating. 

“I made the decision to 
come back here because I 
had many good years in my 
first spell and being out for 
so long was very disap¬ 
pointing. 

“But I’m looking ahead 
now, the knee is 100 per 
cent, I’ve had a good recov¬ 
ery from my injury and it 
was a great feeling to play 
again during pre-season 
after so many months out. 

“Now I just need to get 
match sharpness. I’m get¬ 
ting stronger and fitter with 
each appearance and then 
it will be up to the coach to 
decide whether I’m ready 
when the Liverpool game 
comes around.” 

Gera knows he faces a 
challenge to re-establish 
himself as a first choice 
player at the age of 33, 
but is relishing the battles 
ahead. He said: “The squad 
is strong, we have a lot of 
good midfield players and 
it’s very difficult to get into 
the team. There is a lot of 



Joined club: August 2011 
Playing career: Cork City - 
appearances: 2, goals: 0; Reading - apps: 

174, gls: 46; West Brom - apps: 32, gls: 

8; National: Rep of Ireland - apps: 27, 

;:7 _ 

Scored against Man Utd and Chelsea in 
his first two outings last year and will 
look to fly out of the blocks again. 

competition for places. But 
I am enjoying that 
challenge. I like challenges. 

I have extra motivation to 
get back into the team after 
so long out. 

“I still feel I have the 
energy and quality to get 
back into the side. I might 
be 33 but I don’t feel old. 

I feel like a young player. I 
just want to show it and the 


In 1978, the Baggies were the first 
British team to tour China, sent by 
the FA in order to promote the game. 
Their three-week tour, comprising 
four matches, was covered by the 
BBC TV documentary Albion in the 
Orient. One player,John Trewick, 
when asked if he wanted to see 
the Great Wall, is reputed to have 
replied,“If you’ve seen one wall, 
you’ve seen them all!”. 


aim is to play as much as 
possible and to steer clear 
of injuries.” 

Gera has faith in new 
boss Clarke to ensure 
Albion continue to progress 
in the right direction as 
they approach a third 
successive season of top 
flight football. 

He said: “Roy brought me 
back here but I’ve worked 


with lots of coaches in 
England and never had a 
problem with them. 

“I’m happy for Roy. He’s 
got the best job in England 
but we need to move on 
and the new manager has 
got great experience. 

“He has worked with 
some very good managers. 
Hopefully we can continue 
what we’ve built up over 


the last few years.” Clarke 
has no doubt Gera can 
make a key contribution to 
Albion’s cause. 

He said: “I’ve only known 
Zoltan for a few weeks but, 
despite being the wrong 
side of 30, he clearly still 
has the drive and ambition 
to still want to be out there. 

“He’s had a long time out 
of the game and is fresh 
and hungry. He’s worked so 
hard to get back.” 

Albion have signed 
Argentinian international 
midfielder Claudio Yacob 
on a free transfer from 
Racing Club and winger 
Yassine El Ghanassy on 
loan for the season from AA 
Gent. 

In addition, goalkeeper 
Ben Foster has made 
permanent his move from 
Birmingham after a suc¬ 
cessful season on loan in 
which he was voted the 
club’s player of the year. 



WEST BROM 

Formed 

1878 

Manager 

Steve Clarke 

Ground 

The Hawthorns 

Capacity 

26,272 

Nickname 

The Baggies 

Website 

www.wba.co.uk 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
42 15 8 19 55 59 -4 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

10 

38 

13 

8 17 45 

HOME 

52 

-7 

47 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

16 

19 

6 

3 10 21 

AWAY 

22 

-1 

21 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

6 

19 

7 5 7 24 30 

CUP PROGRESS 

-6 

26 


stage lost to 

FA Cup R4 Norwich City 

League Cup R3 Everton 

BIGGESTWIN 


12/02/12 

5-1 

Wolves 

Prem 


BIGGEST DEFEAT 


11/04/12 

0-4 

Man City 

Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Ben Foster (Birmingham),Yassine 
El Ghanassy (Gent, loan), Claudio 
Yacob (Racing Club), Markus 
Rosenberg (Werder Bremen). 

OUT 

Keith Andrews (Bolton), Nicky 
Shorey (Reading), Joe Mattock 
(Sheffield Wednesday), Marton 
Fulop (Asteras Tripoli), Lateef 
Elford-Alliyu (Bury), SomenTchoyi, 
James Edge, Paul Scharner, Paul 
Downing (all free). 


THE BOSS 



STEVE CLARKE 

Born: Saltcoats, SCO Age: 48 
Joined:Jun 2012 
Coaching hons: FA Premier 
League (2); FA Cup (I); 
League Cup (2) 


FAN VIEW 


Roy Hodgson’s decision to swap 
Smethwick for Soho deprived us of 
a great man and a great manager. 
While Steve Clarke was far from 
everyone’s first choice, there is 
genuine belief that Albion have 
assembled their best squad since 
the early 1980s.The difficulty the 
club face is keeping that squad in 
tact, and ensuring players such as 
Jonas Olsson,Youssouf Mulumbu 
and Peter Odemwingie remain at 
the club is crucial if Albion are to 
go close to matching last season’s 
lOth-place finish. 

Daniel McCulloch 


BETTING 


Survival is the best the Baggies 
can hope for with a top-15 finish 
worth a large stake at I -2. 


www. ba rc I ay s. co. u k/p i ngi t ^BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUEQ 
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SUNDERLAND 

Formed 

1879 

Manager 

Martin O’Neill 

Ground 

Stadium of Light 

Capacity 

49,000 

Nickname 

Black Cats 

Website 

www.safc.com 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
45 14 14 17 53 52 +1 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

13 

38 

1 1 

12 

15 45 

HOME 

46 

-1 

45 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

1 1 

19 

7 

7 

5 26 

AWAY 

17 

+9 

28 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

14 

19 

4 

5 

10 19 

29 

-10 

17 


CUP PROGRESS 

stage lost to 


FA Cup 

R6 

Everton 

League Cup 

R2 

Brighton 


BIGGEST WIN 

18/09/11 4-0 Stoke Prem 

BIGGEST DEFEAT 

25/02/12 0-4 WestBrom Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Carlos Cuellar (Aston Villa). 

OUT 

Asamoah Gyan (Al Ain), George 
McCartney (West Ham), Cristian 
Riveros (Kayserispor), Marcus 
Angeleri (Estudiantes),Trevor 
Carson (Bury),Jordan Cook 
(Charlton), Michael Liddle 
(Accrington), Liam Bagnall, Brett 
Elliott, Craig Gordon, Lewis King, 
OumareTounkara (all free). 



Scottish Cup (3); Scottish League Cup (I) 


FAN VIEW 


Martin O’Neill is undoubtedly the 
right man for the job, but our 
inactivity in the transfer market 
says to me we could struggle to 
achieve anything significant. Now 
Nicklas Bendtner has left after his 
season-long loan, the weight and 
expectation on Stephane Sessegnon 
to scores the goals will be too 
much.We need a marquee signing 
up front, preferably someone who 
is good in the air as winger James 
McClean will be our main threat. 

Gav Dodd 


BETTING 


With Martin O’Neill at the helm, a 
top-eight finish for the Mackems is 
well within reach at 2-1. 


Cuellar: 
I had to 
sign for 
O’Neill 


By Damian Spellman 


CARLOS CUELLAR had no 
hesitation in heading for 
Sunderland when the 
opportunity arose to 
renew his acquaintance 
with Martin O’Neill. 

The 30-year-old Spaniard 
faced a big decision when 
his contract at Aston Villa, 
where he had first worked 
with the Ulsterman, ran 
down. 

However, when Sunder¬ 
land came calling, the offer 
to become O’Neill’s first 
permanent signing as Black 
Cats boss was one he could 
not ignore. 

Cuellar said: “Because 
he was a player, he knows 
what you’re thinking every 
moment, what you need 
every moment and he is 
very good at reading how 
you are feeling. 

“He gives you everything 
you need to make sure you 
give him everything back. 
There is good communica¬ 
tion and that makes it easy.” 

O’Neill arrived at the 
Stadium of Light last 
December, with Sunderland 
in real danger of slipping 
into an unseemly scrap for 
Barclays Premier League 
survival. 

The initial recovery he 
inspired was little short of 
spectacular and, although 
results slid as injuries hit 
hard towards the end of the 
campaign, they comfortably 
retained their top-flight 
status. 

Cuellar said: “He has 
always had a good season 
wherever he has been. 

“The way he trains and 
the way you play with him. 
It’s enjoyable, but there is 
pressure too with him. 

“He wants to win every 
game. You are allowed to 
play your football and do 
your best. You can have a 
joke maybe in training, but 
when you have a game, you 
have to work, you have to 
be 100 per cent.” If Cuellar 


needed any further 
reassurance about his 
decision, it came from 
Villa team-mate Darren 
Bent, whose goals during 
his spell on Wearside had 
helped to establish the club 
firmly in the Barclays 
Premier League. 

The former Rangers 
defender could have 
returned to his native 
Spain, but was happy to be 
given the chance to remain 
in England. 

He added: “When you are 
young you have ambitions 
and dreams and my dream 
was to play in La Liga for 
Madrid or Barcelona, but I 
couldn’t get it. 

“Now for me, I am living 
a dream every day, which 
is why I didn’t want to go 
back to Spain.” 

Cuellar’s recruitment has 
added further experience 
to a defensive pool which 
will be expected to provide 
the basis for an improved 
showing this season with 
the Black Cats looking to 
significantly better their 
13th-placed finish last 
time around. 

Owner and chairman 
Ellis Short wants the club 
to be considered a fixture 
in the top half of the table 
and, while that will take 
further investment, O’Neill 
has acknowledged that 
Newcastle’s surge into the 
top five has proved 
sizeable steps can be taken 
in a short time. 

Cuellar has spent the 
last few weeks getting to 
know his new team-mates, 
and while he is making no 
predictions, he is confident 
the determination is there 
to take the next step. 

Asked for his assessment 
of what lies ahead, he said: 
“I don’t want to put pressure 
on myself, but you will see 
a hard team, a strong team 
that likes to play football 
and likes to press, and one 
that would like to be as 
high as possible.” 
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CHALLENGE: 

Jonathan De Guzman 
takes the fight to 
Manchester City last 
season and hopes to 
make a big impression 
at Swansea 


Guzman buzzing 



SWANSEA 

Formed 

1912 

Manager 

Michael Laudrup 

Ground 

Liberty Stadium 

Capacity 

20,532 

Nickname 

The Swans 

Website 

www.swanseacity.net 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
41 13 II 17 50 58 -8 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

11 

38 

12 

1 1 

15 44 

HOME 

51 

-7 

47 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

9 

19 

8 

7 

4 27 

AWAY 

18 

+9 

31 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

16 

19 

4 

4 

1 1 

17 

33 

-16 

16 


CUP PROGRESS 

stage lost to 


FA Cup 

R4 

Bolton 

League Cup 

R2 

Shrewsbury 


BIGGESTWIN 


17/09/11 

3-0 

West Brom 

Prem 


BIGGEST DEFEAT 


15/08/11 

0-4 

Man City 

Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


By Andrew Gwilym 


NEW Swansea signing 
Jonathan de Guzman is 
ready to put a season of 
frustration behind him 
by making an impact in 
“the biggest League in the 
world”. 

The 24-year-old, a former 
Holland Under-21 
international, has arrived at 
the Liberty Stadium on 
a season-long loan from 
Villarreal. 

Former Feyenoord 
playmaker De Guzman was 
rapidly sought out by new 
Swans boss Michael 
Laudrup, with the Dane 
having admired the Cana- 
da-born midfielder’s talents 
when they worked together 
at Mallorca. 

But going back just 12 
months, the idea of De 
Guzman making his way to 
Swansea would have 
appeared far-fetched. 

His form for Mallorca 
led to a £7million move to 
Villarreal, and he looked 
primed to set La Liga 
alight. 

But a change of coach 
early in the season and a 
run of niggling injuries lim¬ 
ited De Guzman’s opportu¬ 
nities, as the Yellow Subma¬ 
rine fought in vain to avoid 
relegation from the Primera 
Division. Having been left 


ONE TO WATCH 


DANNY GRAHAM 


Born: Gateshead 


Age: 26 


Playing position: Striker 


Joined club: 201 I 


Graham scored 12 goals in 36 
appearances last season. 



Playing career: Middlesbrough 
2003-07 (15 apps, I goal); Carlisle 
United 2007-09 (89 apps, ^ 

29 goals);Watford 2009-1 I 
(91 apps, 38 goals); Swansea. 



Swansea are the only Welsh club 
to have competed in the Barclays 
Premier League since its inception 
in 1992, but their highest position 
in the top flight came in 1981, 
when they finished sixth. 

Ivor Allchurch is Swansea’s 
all-time record goalscorer, 
having netted 164 times in 
almost 450 games for his 
home-town club. 


impressed with Swansea’s 
performances throughout 
a maiden Barclays Premier 
League campaign that saw 
them confound expecta¬ 
tions to finish 11th, De Guz¬ 
man had little hesitation in 
accepting a switch to South 
Wales, and is excited at the 
prospect of playing in the 
English top flight. 

He said: “The Barclays 
Premier League is at a high¬ 
er level than I have played 
at before. It is probably the 
biggest league in the world 
and I am looking forward 
to being a part of it. 

“It’s a well-known League 
worldwide, especially where 
I am from. We all know the 
English teams and I noticed 
Swansea when (Dutch goal¬ 
keeper) Michel Vorm was 
playing here. The whole 


team did well, even beating 
Manchester City, who are 
champions, and it was a no- 
brainer when my ex-coach 
from Mallorca came here. 

“The club is good and 
the people have been very 
welcoming. Pre-season 

Every player 
wants to be 
here and 
I’m looking 
forward to it 

» 


has been good for us and 
hopefully we can make our 
stamp on the competition 
this season.” 

One negative by-product 
of Swansea’s successful 
passing style last term was 
the interest it raised in 
players and then-manager 
Brendan Rodgers. 

The loss of the Northern 
Irishman to Liverpool is 
seen as a sizeable blow 
to the Swans, as was the 
failure to land last season’s 
loan star Gylfi Sigurdsson 
on a permanent deal. 

Speculation also remains 
rife that highly-rated 
midfielder Joe Allen will 
join Rodgers at Anfield. 

But chairman Huw Jen¬ 
kins appears to have made 
another shrewd manage¬ 
rial appointment in former 


Barcelona and Real Madrid 
midfielder Laudrup. 

And De Guzman says the 
Dane, who won plaudits for 
the attacking football his 
Getafe and Mallorca sides 
played, is the right man 
to keep Swansea moving 
forward. 

“He brings good football 
and that’s what Swansea 
are all about,” he said. 

“Watching them last sea¬ 
son they loved playing good 
football, I think he can 
bring his tactics here and 
hopefully we can grow as a 
team and get some points 
and a lot of goals. 

“Every player wants to 
be here and play here and I 
am looking forward to that 
chance.” 

De Guzman is just eager 
to get back to playing after 
his difficulties last season, 
but he hopes some strong 
performances at his new 
club may attract the 
interest of Holland man¬ 
ager Louis van Gaal. 

“Playing for Holland 
is not on my mind at the 
moment as I did not play 
that much last season,” he 
added. “Everyone wants to 
play international football. 

I just want more games this 
season and to work hard 
as part of this team and we 
will see what happens from 
there.” 


IN 

Chico (Genoa), Michu (RayoVallecano) 
Jonathan de Guzman (Villarreal, loan). 

OUT 

Ferrie Bodde, Scott Donnelly, 
Casey Thomas, Joe Walsh (all 
released). 


THE BOSS 

1 MICHAEL LAUDRUP 



Born: Frederiksberg, 
Denmark. Age: 48 
Joined:June 2012 
Clubs: Denmark (assistant) 
2000-2002; Brondby 
2002-2006; Getafe 


2007-2008; Spartak Moscow 2008-2009; 
Mallorca 2010-2011; Swansea 


FAN VIEW 

There’s no disguising the fact 
that Brendan Rodgers’ departure 
came as a huge blow, but we head 
into our centenary season under 
the leadership of Danish legend 
Michael Laudrup.The collapse of 
the Gylfi Sigurdsson deal was an 
early setback, but the signings of 
Chico, Jonathan de Guzman and 
Michu offer cause for optimism. 
Once again, the target is survival, 
but there’s no reason why we can’t 
replicate last year’s effort. 

Jack Davies 

BETTING 

Brendan Rodgers will be a hard 
act to follow, and the 9-4 for 
relegation may not be far off. 
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Midas touch 



POPULAR FIGURE: Roberto Martinez celebrates with fans after keeping Wigan up last year 


Martinez 
is key to 
survival 

By Phil Medlicott 


THERE have been one or 
two notable exits from 
Wigan this summer and 
there may yet be some 
more - but the most 
crucial thing for the club 
ahead of their eighth suc¬ 
cessive Barclays Premier 
League season is that boss 
Roberto Martinez is 
staying put. 

After he kept the Latics 
up last term thanks to a 
remarkable finish to the 
campaign, it had seemed 
Martinez could be destined 
for pastures new, with his 
name being linked with the 
vacant managerial posi¬ 
tions at Aston Villa - who 
he had turned down a year 
earlier - and Liverpool. 

The Spaniard met the 
Reds’ owners Fenway 
Sports Group in the United 
States and noises from 
Wigan chairman Dave 
Whelan suggested Martinez 
might soon be unveiled as 
the new man in charge at 
Anfield. 

However, a week later 
it was Brendan Rodgers 
who was confirmed in 
that role, while Whelan 
had announced Marti¬ 
nez would remain with 


5 W 1 

Formed 

^32 

Manager 

Roberto Martinez 

Ground 

DW Stadium 

Capacity 

25,138 

Nickname 

The Latics 

Website 

www.wiganlatics.co.uk 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
40 II 10 19 44 66 -22 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

15 

38 

1 1 

10 

17 42 

HOME 

62 

-20 

43 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

15 

19 

5 

7 

7 22 

AWAY 

27 

-5 

22 

Pos 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

10 

19 

6 

3 

10 20 

35 

-15 

21 


CUP PROGRESS 

stage lost to 


FA Cup 

R3 

Swindon 

League Cup 

R2 

Crystal Palace 


BIGGESTWIN 

28/04/12 4-0 Newcastle Prem 

BIGGEST DEFEAT 

26/12/11 0-5 Man Utd Prem 


Wigan. Whelan has often 
stressed he will not stand 
in Martinez’s way if the 
opportunity arises for him 
to manage one of Europe’s 
major teams, a step up he 
is confident the 39-year-old 
will one day take. 

With that day still yet 
to arrive, though, Wigan 
fans have every reason to 
be looking to 2012-13 in 
optimistic mood - even 
with the squad shorn of the 
services of influential mid¬ 
fielder Mohamed Diame 
and Hugo Rodallega, who 
have joined West Ham and 
Fulham respectively. 

Also on the way out could 
be key forward Victor Mo- 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Fraser Fyvie (Aberdeen), Ivan Ramis 
(Real Mallorca). 

OUT 

Hugo Rodallega (Fulham), 
Mohamed Diame (West Ham), 
Chris Kirkland (Sheffield 
Wednesday),Jonathan Breeze, 
Michael Girvan, Steve Gohouri, 
Sean Myler, Jordan Robinson, 
Jordan Rugg, Hendry Thomas (all 
free). 


FAN VIEW 


Roberto Martinez worked wonders 
at the back end of last season, but it 
makes what happened earlier in the 
campaign all the more frustrating as 
we can’t seem to avoid a relegation 
scrap, despite evidently being 
capable of a top-half finish. I can’t 
see this season being any different, 
unfortunately. 

Ricky Phillips 


BETTING 


Consistency is a problem for 
Martinez’s Wigan and they’ll do 
well to avoid the 7-4 drop again. 


ses, but Wigan supporters 
will bear in mind that their 
team’s impressive escape 
last term was achieved 
without previous star per¬ 
former Charles N’Zogbia. 

Overall, the side’s ex¬ 
ploits in 2011-12 following 
N’Zogbia’s summer move 
to Villa showed once again 
that, certainly while they 
are under Martinez’s guid¬ 
ance, Wigan are to be 
written off at one’s peril. 

Martinez has persevered 
with a philosophy of free- 
flowing, attacking play 
which in each of the three 
seasons since his move 
from Swansea has always 
yielded enough points to 


keep Wigan safe, and won 
him plenty of admirers. 

Among them is Fraser 
Fyvie from Aberdeen, one 
of the two players - along 
with Spanish defender Ivan 
Ramis - that Martinez has 
recruited so far. 

Fyvie, 19, said: “I knew 
there were a few Scottish 
lads doing well down here, 
so that was definitely part 
of my decision. 

“If you also take into 
account the manager 
and his style of play, who 
wouldn’t want to play for 
Wigan Athletic? 

“It was important for me 
to move to a club who like 
to pass the ball around.” 



NEW SIGNING: Fraser Fyvie is excited by Wigan’s syle of play 


By Eleanor Crooks 

STOKE boss Tony Pulis 
is not a man prone to 
hyperbole. 

This will be the Potters’ 
fifth season in the 
Barclays Premier League, 
but Pulis’ mantra of 
the past four years has 
been that it is a great 
achievement for his side 
simply being there, and 
that is unlikely to change. 

Any suggestion that 
Stoke are now an 
established Barclays 
Premier League side 
normally prompts the 
Welshman to refer to 
the many teams in the 
Championship that would 
previously have said 
the same - Bolton and 
Blackburn for example. 

There is almost a zeal 
about Pulis’ determination 
to avoid complacency, 
and he looks to have 
left no stone unturned 
in a characteristically 
gruelling pre-season. 

The Potters headed to 
Switzerland for a training 
camp before jetting over 
to the States for matches 
against Columbus Crew, 
Sporting Kansas City and 
Orlando City. 

Pulis believes in pushing 
his players hard physically 
and that took its toll 
as they were beaten by 
Columbus Crew, but 
the manager is 
confident it will 
pay dividends 
come the 
start of the 
season. < 

He - 
said: “We 1 
will work ' 
harder 
than most 
clubs to get 
the players 


No stone 
unturned 
as Pulis 
prepares 

fit and prepared for the 
new season, so I’m not 
concerned about results. 

“The players had a 
hard week in Switzerland 
They have done a lot of 
travelling and now they’re 
playing in all this heat. 

“But it’s so important 
they are fit, ready and 
prepared when we start 
the season at Reading, so 
there’ll be no let-up.” 

Pulis has added a 
couple of new faces, with 
midfielder Jamie Ness 
signing on a free transfer 
after leaving Rangers, 
and versatile United 
States international Geoff 
Cameron joining from 
Houston Dynamo. 

Pulis said of Cameron: 
“We believe that he is a 
player who can cope with 
the Barclays 
Premier 
League 
fa} because he 
has done 
, exceptionally 
well over 
the past 
year.” 




Manager Tony Pulis 


Ground 

Britannia Stadium 

Capacity 

27,740 

Nickname 

The Potters 

Website 

www.stokecityfc.com 


2011 

-12 RECORD 


OVERALL 

P W D L F A GD 
56 22 14 20 62 68 -6 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

14 

38 

11 

12 15 36 

HOME 

53 

-17 

45 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

10 

19 

7 

8 4 25 

AWAY 

20 

+5 

29 

Pos 

P 

W 

D L F 

A 

GD 

Pts 

17 

19 

4 4 II 11 33 

CUP PROGRESS 

-22 

16 


stage lost to 


FA Cup 

QF 

Liverpool 

League Cup 

R4 

Liverpool 

Europa League 

R32 

Valencia 


BIGGESTWIN 

25/08/11 4-1 Thun Europa 

BIGGEST DEFEAT 

06/11/11 0-5 Bolton Prem 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Jamie Ness (Rangers), Ben 
Glasgow (Arsenal). 

OUT 

Andrew Davies, Salif Diao, 
Ricardo Fuller, Louis Moult, 
Tom Soares, Jonathan 
Woodgate (all released), Danny 
Collins (Nottingham Forest), 
Matthew Lund (Bristol Rovers, 
five-month loan). 


FAN VIEW 


We have been spoilt over the last 
few years, but things started to 
go a little stale last season and 
the Potters’ lack of creativity was 
frequently exposed.With a reliable 
goalscorer in Peter Crouch and 
Ryan Shawcross and Robert Huth 
in defence, Stoke should avoid a 
relegation scrap, but fresh faces, and 
a more subtle approach, is required. 

Chris Devine 


BETTING 


Without the distratction of Europe, 
Stoke should be back to their best, 
possibly with a top-10 finish (9-4). 


V BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
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NEW DEAL: Skipper Grant Holt was won over by the club 


Hughton’s 
tall order 


By Jim van Wijk 


NEW Norwich manager 
Chris Hughton maintains 
it will very much be a 
case of evolution rather 
than revolution at Carrow 
Road this season. 

The former Birmingham 
boss, 53, has been charged 
with safeguarding the 
future of the Norfolk club 
following Paul Lambert’s 
departure for Aston Villa. 

Hughton accepts a 
balance has to be found 
between introducing a new 
regime, while also keeping 
hold of everything which 
has been behind Norwich’s 
meteoric rise up from the 
third tier to the top flight. 

“It is an exciting chal¬ 
lenge. When I took the job, 
there was a genuine feel¬ 
good factor at the club, and 
that is no surprise because 
of last season,” said Hugh¬ 
ton, who has unfinished 
business with the Barclays 
Premier League after being 
dismissed by Newcastle in 
December 2010 when his 
side were mid-table. 

“Now, it is my responsi¬ 
bility to sustain as much as 
I can. What I have here is a 
team who have done well, 
and have a good spirit. 

“While wanting to 
improve the squad, I have 
to be conscious that there 
is a lot of good here and 
you don’t want to remove 
too much of that.” Hugh¬ 


ton moved quickly to tie 
up some of Norwich’s key 
men on improved deals - 
including goalkeeper John 
Ruddy and captain Grant 
Holt, who had rocked the 
club with a shock transfer 
request at the end of last 
season. 

Reinforcements have 
also arrived in the form of 
Scotland international 
Steven Whittaker, promis¬ 
ing midfielder Jacob Butter¬ 
field from Barnsley, as well 
as Leeds captain Robert 
Snodgrass and Sunderland 
defender Michael Turner. 

Hughton is confident 
the building blocks are in 
place for another positive 
campaign. 

“With the football this 


FAN VIEW 


After three seasons in 
‘heaven’, the Canaries have 
encountered a turbulent off¬ 
season, with the gaffer, Paul 
Lambert, leaving forVilla and 
talismanic captain, Grant Holt, 
handing in a transfer request. 
Holt has since signed a new 
deal, but we will have to see if 
the fans take him back to their 
hearts and he can steer clear 
of‘second season syndrome’. 
There will be pressure on Chris 
Hughton for results.Although 
Norwich scored freely last 
season, his priority will be to 
tighten up the defence. 

Joe Edge 


club played last season and 
the endeavour which the 
players showed, I would 
be delighted if I got the 
same outcome again,” said 
the former Tottenham 
defender. 

“These players are pre¬ 
pared to work hard, they 
have a real desire to want 
to do well. That has to be 
the blueprint of any team. 

“When you have a team 
which is prepared to do 
that, then you just see 
where it takes you.” 

However, the Norwich 
manager is under no 
illusions as to the chal¬ 
lenge which will await the 
Canaries, who punched 
above their weight to finish 
12th. “Every season is a 
tough season and we will 
be one of a group of eight 
to 10 teams whose biggest 
priority will be sustaining 
Premier League status, but 
you never know what is 
possible,” said Hughton. 

“It was shown here last 
season in what the team 
was able to achieve, which 
surprised a lot of people, as 
did Swansea. 

“However, it is never a 
good thing to put targets at 
the beginning of the season, 
because you never know 
how it is going to go. 

“Ultimately, though, all 
we want to do is make sure 
we sustain the progress 
the club has made and see 
where it takes us.” 


Cisse vows to show the Rs mean business 


By Simon Peach 


DJIBRIL CISSE is looking 
forward to helping 
establish QPR as a 
Barclays Premier League 
force this season. 

The France 

international joined the 
Hoops from Serie A outfit 
Lazio during the January 
transfer window, penning 
a two-and-a-half-year deal 
at Loftus Road. 

Cisse spoke of big 
ambitions upon his 
arrival, but it had looked 
as though his first full 
season with the Rs would 
be spent in the second 
tier as they teetered 
dangerously with 
relegation. 

However, Mark Hughes’ 
side escaped the drop at 



FULL CRY: 

Djibril Cisse, 
right, has 
promised to 
stop being sent 
off and help 
the Rs avoid 
relegation 


Manchester City on the 
final day of the season 
and the former Liverpool 
striker now wants QPR to 
prove their worth in the 
top flight. 

“If we can be safe 
before the last game 
then that would be the 
ideal scenario,” said 
Cisse. “If we have to fight 
relegation again, well, 


so be it. There is a lot of 
good, good things that we 
can do and I look forward 
to starting the season and 
showing people we really 
deserve to be in the top 
flight.” 

QPR have been quick to 
add to their squad since 
ensuring survival, with 
Manchester United’s Park 
Ji-sung among a number 


of players to have joined 
this summer. “We’ve 
been really active in the 
market,” Cisse said. “It is 
good for us because we 
need players, we need to 
improve.” 

It has been less than a 
year since Tony Fernandes 
became chairman, but 
he has been quick to 
transform the club both 
on and off the field. 

As well as bringing in 
new faces, the Malaysian 
businessman is helping 
the club move to a 
state-of-the-art training 
complex next summer 
and is planning for a new 
stadium. 

“He is someone I really 
like and it is always good 
to see him,” Cisse said of 
Fernandes. “He is always 


true with me and always 
tells me if he is happy or 
if he is not. I like people 
like that.” 

And Cisse promised: 
“The red cards are 
finished, QPR stayed 
up. That’s what I have to 
remember.” 


FAN VIEW 


Come the final fixture when 
we travel to Anfield, I would 
hope to see the mighty Hoops 
bubbling around I Oth place. 
Mark Hughes has made some 
astute signings during the 
summer, with Ji-Sung Park 
being the pick of the bunch. 
This time we will be a far more 
formidable force, with or with¬ 
out Joey Barton...but 
preferably with! 

Mark Johnson 



Ground Carrow Road 


Capacity 27,000 

Nickname The Canaries 

Website www.canaries.co.uk 


SUMMER MOVES 


IN 

Steven Whittaker (Rangers), Jacob 
Butterfield (Barnsley), Robert 
Snodgrass (Leeds), Michael Turner 
(Sunderland). 

OUT 

Zak Whitbread, Aaron 
Wilbraham,Josh Dawkin, 

Matt Bell (all released),Adam 
Drury (Leeds), Daniel Ayala 
(Nottingham Forest, season- 
long loan). 



Utd 2009-10; Birmingham City 2011-2012; 
Norwich City - 


BETTING 


Could struggle in their second 
season without inspirational 
Lambert at the helm.The 13-8 to 
go down is the way to go. 


QPR , '71 

Formed 

1882 .rq/ 

Manager 

Mark Hughes 

Ground 

Loftus Road 

Capacity 

18,360 

Nickname 

The Hoops 

Website 

www.qpr.co.uk 


SUMMER MOVES 


Ryan Nelsen (Tottenham),Andrew 
Johnson (Fulham), Robert Green 
(West Ham), Samba Diakite (Nancy), 
Parkjisung (Manchester United), Fabio 
(Manchester United, loan),Junior 
Hoilett (Blackburn). 

OUT 


Patrick Agyemang, Gary Borrowdale, 
Akos Buzsaky, Lee Cook, Danny 
Gabbidon, Fitz Hall, Peter Ramage, 
Danny Shittu, Rowan Vine (all released), 
Paddy Kenny (Leeds). 



2008-2009; Fulham 2010-2011; QPR 2011 - 


BETTING 


With the resources available to 
the west-Londoners,you would 
think a top-10 finish at 7-2 is a 
no-brainer, but last year suggests 
that a new squad may struggle to 
gel yet again. 
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Slick City 
will prove 
too strong 



Barclays Premier League quiz 

1 Four players have hit five goals 
in a Premier League match. Can 
you name then? 

2 Which current Premier League 
player has featured in more games 
in the division than anyone else? 

3 Which Premier League club 
were originally formed as Thames 
Ironworks FC back in 1895? 

4 Which club did Aston Villa boss 
Paul Lambert play for when he 
won the Champions League? 

5 How old was Liverpool manager 
Brendan Rodgers when he retired 
from playing professionally? 

6 Wigan Athletic won promotion 
to the Premier League in 2005, 
but when did they claim a place 
in the Football League? 

7 Which stadium has the largest 
capacity in the Premier League? 

8 How many of the 20 Premier 
League clubs have a lion on 
their badge? 

9 Man City’s Sheikh Mansour also 
owns a club in his home city of 
Abu Dhabi - can you name them? 

10 Which current Premier League 
club did Southampton manager 
Nigel Adkins play for? 

ANSWERS 
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MANCHESTER CITY 
established themselves as 
a force in the Barclays 
Premier League by 
winning the title in May, 
and no other club looks 
capable of dethroning 
them as champions just 
yet. 

City (13-10 with Coral) are 
favourites to retain their 
title, and they should go on 
to finish top of the pile with 
less trouble than they 
encountered last season. 

This is largely due to a 
deterioration in the quality 
of their rivals. Manchester 
United have made no 
significant additions to 
their squad, while the likes 
of Ryan Giggs and Paul 
Scholes will be forced into a 
role as bit-part players as 
they simply don’t have the 
legs for anything more. 

Roberto Di Matteo 
worked wonders at Chelsea 
last season, but he had a 
pretty straightforward 
scenario. He wasn’t Andre 


By Luke Thornhill 


Villas-Boas, so the Blues 
players wanted to play for 
him. They claimed the 
Champions League, but 
someone has to force 
through some rebuilding 
- and the players proved 
with their dressing-room 
revolt last season that they 
don’t like change. 

And Arsenal look set to 
lose top scorer Robin van 
Persie, which could be 
calamitous. 

Liverpool now seem to 
have a sense of realism 
about them after the mad 
hype that surrounded King 
Kenny. That could really 
work in Brendan Rodgers’ 
favour, and there is every 
chance his brand of 
Barcelona-style football 
could see them claim a 
top-four finish again (5-2 at 
Stan James). 

Of the promoted clubs, 
expect Southampton to 
adapt the best. Their 


manager Nigel Adkins has 
an incredible success rate 
going back to his days in 
charge of Bangor City - he 
specialises in getting 
players to perform substan¬ 
tially above expectations. 

Billy Sharp (150-1 
Ladbrokes) and Rickie 
Lambert (80-1 Ladbrokes) 
probably won’t finish as the 
division’s top scorer, but are 
worth an each-way punt at 
long odds. 

Wigan (7-4 Coral) look in 
danger of relegation. 
Roberto Martinez worked 


wonders to keep the Latics 
up at the end of last season, 
but that great escape rather 
glossed over the fact they 
were in so much trouble to 
start with. 

Avoid Van Persie in the 
goalscoring market until it 
is clear where he will be 
playing his football. 

If he ends up at City don’t 
consider him as top scorer, 
as Roberto Mancini’s 
rotation policy means he 
could well sit out many 
League games to preserve 
him for European outings. 


That rotation makes any 
City player a risk, given they 
will surely get through to 
the knockout stages of the 
Champions League. Wayne 
Rooney is worth a look at 
9-1 with BetVictor, hoping 
that United also suffer in 
Europe like they did last 
term - resulting in total 
focus on their title push. 

The 16-1 widely available 
for Luis Suarez to finish as 
top scorer is worth a look 
as Liverpool’s more passing 
approach should create 
plenty of chances for him. 



Barclays Pingit: The easy way to send money using just a 
mobile number, at home or away - whoever you bank with. 


Need to pay your pals for 
pre-match pies or programmes? 
Don’t pass it, ping it. 


I wm mormi 


Visit barclays.co.uk/pingit 


£ 5.00 


Or* One OOfl O» r *o 
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# BARCLAYS 


Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. You must be 16 years or above, have a UK current account and a UK-registered mobile to send or receive money. Barclays Bank PLC. Registered in England. 
Barclays Bank PLC is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority (FSA). Registered No 1026167. Registered Office: 1 Churchill Place, London, E14 5HP 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£7,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

gLM HPH noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

■ flEll nearest 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■■ I I IHI I mice 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

\U ■ .■■■■■■ Ml ™ 10 for Dorset Echo 

II I | W W prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


E IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
hampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will be 
paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 will 
be added to next week’s jackpot and 
£50 will be added to the nearest-miss 
prize. 

The nearest-miss prize will be paid 
out to the competitor whose cross is 
nearest to the centre of the ball when 
there is no jackpot winner. 


When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£6,000 and the nearest-miss prize at 
£ 1 , 000 . 

If the Jackpot is not won after 45 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
three nearest miss prizes will be 
awarded totalling £24,000-with a first 
prize of £12,000, a second prize of 
£8,000 and a third prize of £4,000. 

The jackpot for the following week 
will be £26,000 with £1,000 being 
added each week. The nearest miss 
prize will be £2,000 with £50 added 
each week until the jackpot prize 
reaches £50,000. 

If there is still no entry showing the 
exact centre of the ball, the process is 
repeated until there is an exact centre 
of the ball winner. 

If there is more than one winner the 
jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 




X k 


* # * 1 


Winners 


CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 

9am, 

23 August 
2012 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday, 

25 August 
or Sunday 

26 August 
2012 


Competition number S31 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Mrs K Poole, Bridport, Dorset 
who wins the Runner Up prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


Mrs S Ashbridge, Eastleigh, Hants 
Mr B Bartlett, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs B Bennett, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs B Calland, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs D Elliott, Southampton, Hants 
Miss D Forder, Southampton, Hants 
Mr J Gardner, Wickham, Hants 
Mr S Goodard, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs P Gorse, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs D Herridge, Eastleigh, Hants 


Rules 


Mr P Jenkins, Fareham, Hants 
Miss D Latham, Romsey, Hants 
Mr B Martin, Chandlers Ford, Hants 
Mrs M Mason, Southampton, Hants 
Mr K Merriman, Southampton, Hants 
Mr C Pratt, Eastleigh, Hants 
Mr A Sainsbury, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs S Shelley, Southampton, Hants 
Mr S Walker, Fareham, Hants 
Mrs J Young, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 325 per coupon. Coupons with 326 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB PO Box 24 
Competitions, Southampton SOI 6 9ZD in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 



Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

TITLE 

FIRST NAME 


SURNAME 


ADDRESS No. 


□ MR 

□ MRS Q 

MISS □ MS 






































August 18, 2012 Please cross box 


□ CROSSES 


POSTCODE 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


□ 


□ 


□ 


125 
CROSSESI 

200 
CROSSESI 

325 I 
CROSSES 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 

Southern Daily Echo 

12noon Tuesday 

Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 

A list of participating 
newsagents will be 
published in the Echos 
on the first Saturday of 
each month 


CASH 


PRIZE 


EVERY 


WEEK 


□ Please cross ihe box if you 

' ' ' ' 


L 


I Enclose cashtdmjutitposlal order No 
do not wish to receive information about other Daily Echo promotions 
On what day(&) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

□ MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT 


Do you have I he paper 
home delivered? 

□ YES □ NO 


Please complete 
entry form and 
send to: 

FTB 

PO BOX 24 
Competitions 
Southampton 
S016 9ZD 

Cheques payable 
to Newsquest 


Daily Echo 
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Hampshire Cricket Spotlight 




Simon Walter 

Simon.walter@dailyecho .co.uk 

CRICKET REPORTER 


HAVING lost to Somerset in a 
thriller at the same stage of last sea¬ 
son’s competition, Hampshire will 
be determined to go one better this 
year. 

Glenn Maxwell is unavailable 
following his Australia call-up but 
confidence is high, following their 
sensational win against 
Nottinghamshire at Trent Bridge in 
the quarter finals. 

They chased down Notts’ 178-7 to 
win off the last ball of a remarkable 
match at Trent Bridge. 

It was a win that evoked memories 
of the quarter-final triumph against 
Warwickshire at Edgbaston two 
years ago - only better. 

It has proved that they can win 
from the most difficult position, hav¬ 
ing been 78-5 midway through their 
chase. 

That they managed it without a big 
innings from Maxwell, pictured 
below, the main reason they pro¬ 
gressed beyond the group stage, will 
have given the Royals the belief that 
they can triumph in Cardiff. 

So too a record that shows they 
have not lost a t20 match away from 
home all season. 

The Trent Bridge comeback was as 
impressive as their qualification 
from the South Group. After an 
abandonment and back-to-back 
home defeats from their 
first three fixtures, the 
Royals have done well to 
get this far. 

But who to 
replace 
Maxwell? 
Michael 
Carberry is 
expected 
to be 
available 
for selec- 
t i o n , 
h a v - 
i n g 


been out with a knee injury for the 
last two months. 

He will be desperate to play after 
missing last season’s competition, 
but it remains to be seen whether 
Hampshire manager Giles White has 
enough confidence in the bowling 
quintet of Danny Briggs, Sean 
Ervine, Liam Dawson, Dimi 
Mascarenhas and Chris Wood to 
bowl all 20 overs between them. 

If Carberry is recalled, Hampshire 
will be relying on all of those five 
bowling their four-over allocation. 


That may well be a recipe for success 
and there would seem to be little 
option with both David Griffiths and 
Kabir Ali struggling for form. But it 
leaves little margin for error. 
Maxwell’s off-spin (seven wickets in 
24 overs) could be missed more than 
his batting. 

Twenty20 form guide: NR, L, L, W, 

W, W, W, W, NR, NR, W 
One to watch: James Vince - 
Hampshire ‘s leading run scorer in 
both the FL t20 and the Clydesdale 


Bank 40 competitions this season. 
SOMERSET 


the trophy for consistency alone 
over the last three years, and they 
will be determined to lose their rep¬ 
utation as chokers, having also lost 
last season’s Clydesdale Bank 40 
final. 

The Cidermen showed dis¬ 
played their resilience and 
strength in depth during the 
group stage, by qualifying 
without their talisman 
Marcus Trescothick, left, who 
missed all of it with a ruptured 
Achilles tendon before returning for 


PERENNIAL t20 bridesmaids, 
Somerset will be determined to 
not only beat Hampshire but 
actually lift the silverware, 
having finished as runners-up 
at the last THREE Finals Days, 
losing finals to Sussex (2009), 
Hampshire (2010) and 
Leicestershire (2011). 

No neutral would begrudge them 




THE PINK St DAILY ECHO - BEST FOR HAMPSHIRE NEWS 


FOR the third time in as many 
years, Hampshire are preparing 
for Ttoenty20 Finals Day. 

The SWALEC Stadium, Cardiff will 
provide the setting for what should 
be another feast of short form crick¬ 
et next Saturday. 

Once again, Hampshire’s game 
against Somerset will be the second 
semi-final, as it was at Edgbaston 
last year. 

The counties will be meeting for 
the third successive Finals Day, fol¬ 
lowing the dramatic 2010 final at 
West End and last year’s Super Over 
decider. 

So far, honours are even 

Sussex and Yorkshire will contest 
the first semi-final at 11am before 
Hampshire v Somerset gets under 
way at 2.30pm. 

The winners of each semi-final will 
automatically qualify for the T20 
Champions League in South Africa 
in October, where they will compete 
against the likes of the Delhi 
Daredevils and the Mumbai Indians. 

There will also be the small matter 
of the t20 silverware to play for, from 
6.45pm. 

Here the Sports Pink takes a look at 
the four finalists: 


HAMPSHIRE 
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Hampshire Cricket Spotlight 




SEE THIS WEEK’S ECHO FOR MORE FINALS DAY PREVIEWS 


faced. While Luke Wright has been 
the Sharks’ leading run scorer, he 
has not bowled as much as in recent 
seasons. 

Instead Carl Liddle (15 wickets at 
11.8), Amjad Khan (eight wickets at 
20.5) and the spin of Will Beer (eight 
wickets at 24 apiece) and captain 
Mike Yardy (seven wickets at 26.6) 
have taken the bulk of the wickets. 


Twenty20 form guide: NR, NR, W, 

W, W, W, W, W, NR, L, W 
One to watch: Matt Prior - his per¬ 
formance in the abandoned group 
game against Hampshire was one of 
the most fearsome Twenty20 innings 
seen at the ground. 


YORKSHIRE 


Until this year, Yorkshire had never 
progressed beyond the Twenty20 
quarter-final stage and the last of 
their two appearances in the last 
eight was way back in 2007. 

Their chances of winning their 
first semi-final in the shortest for¬ 
mat have not been helped by 
Mitchell Stare’s call-up to 
Australia’s one-day squad alongside 
Glenn Maxwell. 

With ten wickets at just 10.4 apiece, 
Stare is the leading wicket-taker in 
this year’s FLt20 competition. 

He is also one of the few bowlers to 
concede less than six an over, an 
economy rate of just 5.91 going a 
long way towards Yorkshire’s quali¬ 
fication as North Group winners. 

Stare claimed three wickets in a 
match on three occasions, including 
a tournament-best 3-24 in 
Yorkshire’s quarter-final win 
against Worcestershire. 

But his absence is likely to be offset 
by the availability of Tim Bresnan, 
who is expected to come in for his 
first t20 appearance of the season, 
and the availability of veteran left- 
armer Ryan Sidebottom, who has 
recovered from injury. 

Yorkshire have a t20 semi-final 
dress rehearsal tomorrow after¬ 
noon, when they could deny Sussex 
a place in the last four of the 
Clydesdale Bank 40 with victory at 
Headingley. 

And they also have the most restful 
week of any of the counties at Finals 
Day. While Hampshire are playing 
Leicestershire at Grace Road and 
Somerset are hosting Sussex in the 
LV County Championship from 
Tuesday-Friday, Yorkshire have a 
solitary CB40 match. And they can 
afford to rest key players on 
Wednesday as they have no chance 
of reaching the semis. 

The other good news for the Tykes 
is that Jonny Bairstow, below, 
should be available as well as South 
African prodigy David Miller, 
Yorkshire’s leading run scorer with 
271 runs at 38.7. 


the quarter-final win against Essex. 

Somerset will also have a small 
psychological advantage over 
Hampshire, having won Tuesday 
night’s Clydesdale Bank 40 match at 
The Ageas Bowl with some ease, as 
well as last year’s Finals Day meet¬ 
ing in Birmingham. 

While the result of the second semi¬ 
final is hard to predict, it has a lot to 
live up to, following the Finals Day 
classics of the last two seasons 
But Hampshire’s chances are 
improved by the absence of Abdur 


Rehman, their recently-signed over¬ 
seas star, who is unavailable due to 
his Pakistan commitments as well as 
the fact he played no part in the 
Spitfires’ group campaign. 

Twenty20 form guide: W, NR, W, 

NR, W, W, L, L, NR, W, W 

One to watch: Jos Buttler - relishes 

the big occasion, having starred on 

Finals Day at West End two years 

ago. 

SUSSEX 


THE only side to finish above 
Hampshire in the South Group, 
Sussex had already qualified for the 
last eight when they lost their only 
match of the tournament so far - and 
that was largely due to a contro¬ 
versial Duckworth/Lewis cal¬ 
culation. 

Sussex won their quarter¬ 
final against Gloucestershire 
convincingly, thanks to a 
remarkable hundred by Scott 
Styris, from only 37 balls. 

Matt Prior, right, also provides 


serious firepower. Prior’s blistering 
87, also from 37 balls, in the aban¬ 
doned group game against 
Hampshire at West End last month 
is another reason why Sussex are 
the favourites to win the tourna¬ 
ment for the second time and 
for the first time since 2009. 

Prior and Styris have com¬ 
fortably the best strike rates 
of any of the tournament’s 
leading batsmen, averaging an 
incredible 199 and 197 runs 
respectively for every 100 balls 


Twenty20 form guide: L, W, W, 

W, NR, W, W, W NR, W, W. 

One to watch: Joe Root - showed 
he is one for the 
future with a spec¬ 
tacular double 
hundred against 
Hampshire in the 
LV County 
Championship 
last month 
and has also 
played a big 
role in 
Yorkshire’s 
march to Finals 
Day. 
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SUHHf? 


For the best beach fun, royal 
palace splendour, theme park 
thrills and care-free adventures, 
book your summer 
getaway to or from the Isle of 
Wight and you could 


SHORT STAY 
RETURN + 

from * 


258 


DAY 

RETURN 

from 


£41 


I night, Car +4 


DAYS OUT 
FOR 2 / 

from M 


£ 16 


FAMILIES 

from A 


225 


Family of 5 Foot Passengers 
Day Return 


WIGHTLINK 

PAH IP IILAIB LIFE 


’ DAY FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 



CLASSIC 

MOTOS SHOW 

1 Q th A 111 fir & FAMILY 

LO t\ ij , FUN DAY! 


Fordingbridge, SP6 2DF 


Classics from pre-war to the 80’s 
Club Displays 

Show and Shine competition 
Arena entertainment 
Teddy’s Day Out Bring along your teddy to 
win a 'Goody Bag’ and enter our colouring competition 
to win your own ’Bruno' Bear. 



GREAT PRIZES! 

Every booking is entered into a prize draw to win 
• Ferry travel for a year • Family pass at Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard Entry to Isle of Wight Attractions • PLUS many more 
great prizes - see our website for more! 

GREAT PRICES! Your link to affordable great days out and short stays 
PLUS every car booking will receive three 2-4-1 vouchers for 
Chessington World of Adventures Resort 


2 x Foot Passengers 
2 x Ferry Day Returns 


TO BOOK, CALL 0871 376 1000 

Calls cost 7p per minute, plus network extras 
at least one hour before you wish to travel 

www.wightlink.co.uk/offers 

Keep up to date with our latest news if 


Calls may be recorded for monitoring and training purposes. A £4 administration fee will apply to most vehicle bookings made via the call centre, or £ 10 when bought 
at a ticket office without an advance reservation. No supplements are payable for online reservations. Day Return from £41 & Short Stay from £58 are valid from 22 
July - 30 August 201 2. Bookngs can be made via the call centre or online up to 2 hours before travel. 'Prices from’ indicate price of travel offered during off peak times, 
higher prices apply during peak times. Short Stay price is based on I night away prices rise for further nights. For both offers, prices are based on travel between 0000- 
0800 & 1901 -2359, Both foot passenger offers are only valid from 20 July -2 September 2012 and are valid after 0925 Mon-Fri, anytime Sat & Sun. Prices rise on 
the Portsmouth - Ryde route. All offers subject to availability and date and time restrictions apply. Offers may be withdrawn if booking numbers reached. Details can 
be found online or by calling the number above. Standard and promotional terms and conditions apply Prize draw details and full terms & conditions available online at 
wightlinkco.uk/summergiveaway E&OE 


100 % 

Results for Life 

It’s official! We’re the top college in the area for success rates 

www.southampton-city.ac.uk 


OPENING TIMES 10am-4pm 

Tickets £8 Adult accompanied kids under 14 FREE 
www.classicmotorevents.co.uk 


LATE 

AVAILABILITY 
COACH HOLIDAYS 

07 Sep & 26 Oct: Blackpool Illuminations 3 day.£179 

09 Sep & 28 Oct: Blackpool Illuminations 6 day.£339 


09 Sep 
09 Sep 
10 Sep 
10 Sep 
10 Sep 
10 Sep 
14 Sep 
14 Sep 
14 Sep 

14 Sep 

15 Sep 
15 Sep 

15 Sep 

16 Sep 
16 Sep 

16 Sep 

17 Sep 
17 Sep 
17 Sep 

19 Sep 

20 Sep 

21 Sep : Norwich - Trains & Boats 5 day.£339 

21 Sep & 19 Oct: Blackpool Illuminations 4 day.£249 

21 Sep: London-Houses of Parliament 2 day.£127 

21 Sep: Paris City Break 4 day.£257 

21 Sep: Italian Riviera-All Inclusive 10 day.£789 

21 Sep: Paignton 4 day... 


Ostend & Brussels 6 day.£339 

Swiss Mountains & Bernina Express 8 day.£737 

Scarborough & Heartbeat 5 day.£279 

Eastbourne & Sheffield Park 5 day.£339 

Torquay Steam & Sail 5 day.£257 

The Devon Wanderer (Woolacombe) 5 day.£259 

Paignton at Leisure 8 day.£379 

The Dordogne 8 day.£639 

The Costa Brava (Roses) 10 day.£619 

Austria - The Beautiful Tyrol 10 Day.£727 

Great Yarmouth & The Broads 8 day.£449 

The Isle of Wight 8 day.£529 

Tuscan Riviera & Florence 10 day.£699 

Jersey by Sea 8 day.£477 

South Wales - Tenby 7 day.£459 

Durham, Beamish & Herriott 5 day.£349 

In The Heart of Snowdonia 5 day.£319 

Lake District & The Mountain Goat 5 day.£429 

Harrogate and York 5 day.£341 

Cantabria ( Green Spain 7 day).£447 

Heart of England 5 day.£329 


23 Sep: York and Castle Howard 5 day. 

23 Sep: The Gardens of Kent 6 day. 

24 Sep : Rhyl, Snowdonia & Chester 5 day... 

24 Sep : Folkestone and Brugge 5 day. 

24 Sep : Floriade and Valkenburg 5 day. 

24 Sep : Brugge and Brussels 5 day. 

27 Sep : Pride of the Peak District 5 day.£319 

28 Sep : Ostend 4 day.£246 

Contact us now for full details 
ATKSLA Oaktree House 


..£139 

..£339 

..£439 

..£222 

..£285 

..£429 

..£387 






Lowford 
Bursledon 
Southampton 
S031 8ES 


Tel (023) 8040 8221 

E-mail : bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


livQ rsity 


Work 


GARAGE DOORS 

CRAZY SALE MADNESS!!! 

Top of the range ‘ramote controlled’ insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door, superb product maintenance free. 
Totally secure and fully guaranteed. RRP £2,155.00 

NOW JUST £699 

INC VAT & FITTED FREE!! 

TO SEE THIS ‘SEGURO’ DOOR WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION 

TEL: 01903 207113 REF RPS 

Contact our office for ‘FREE FITTING OFFER’ 
www.segurogaragedoors.co.uk 


Add your 

Home Services 

business 

FREE 


.. .easy to use 

local home services 

online guide 

dM2find 

click2find.co.uk 


OVER 50s CAR INSURANCE 



Don’t pay for careless drivers! 

Are you an experienced driver? Choose 
RIAS and you could save £££s. In fact, 

20.1% of new customers who took out a car 
insurance policy between 01.01.12 and 
31.03.12 paid less than £188. 

• FREE courtesy car whilst 
yours is being repaired 
(comprehensive cover only) 

• Up to 9 years no claims 
discount 



NEW FOR THE OYER 50s! 

Ask about our great ‘2 year fixed rate’ deal. 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Call our UK-based advisors 
for a quote now! 

fOne Parker pen per household. 



Subject to availability. 


^RIAS 

Where insurance 
gets better with age 


RING RIAS FREE 


(Quoting ref I 


0800 183 0781 

Lines are open 8.30am-8pm Mon-Fri & 8.30am-4pm Sat WWW.riaS*CO»Uk 


RIAS PIc registered office: Deansleigh House, Deansleigh Road, Bournemouth, 
Dorset BH7 7DU. Registered number: 1324965. Registered in England and 
Wales. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Insurance 
provided by RIAS PIc is not available in the Channel Islands. 


^PPreriti t 
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SUMMER 


NOW IN 
FULL BLOOM 

From 1st - 31st August 2012. 


13-15 Stockbridge Road Winchester S022 6RN 
Tel 01962 859296 

Bournemouth 01202 766886 Chichester 01243 776661 Newbury 01635 569900 

Award winning showrooms nationwide www.ripples.ltd.uk 
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Myers edges 
above Taylor 
in the Div 1 
batting charts 

ALTON’S Scott Myers, pictured, has 
gone to the top of the ECB 
Southern Electric Premier League 
batting charts. 

The 46 he made towards Alton’s 36- 
run victory at Totton & Eling has 
taken him on to the 384-run mark, 
30 more than former Brewers team¬ 
mate Dave Taylor, who lies second. 
Myers is averaging 48 runs per 
innings and is pushing fifth-placed 
Alton towards a highest yet Premier 
Division finish. 

ECB Premier Division 
Batting: Scott Myers (Alton) 384, 
David Taylor (Totton & Eling) 354, 
Tom Morton (South Wilts) 353, 
George Adair (St Cross Symondians) 
345, Nick Park (Bournemouth) 342, 
Richard Morris (Bashley) 340. 
Bowling: Richard Logan (St Cross 
Symondians) 27, Richard Hindley 
(Havant) 25, Glenn Maxwell (South 
Wilts) 25, Matt Perry-Lewis (St 
Cross 

Symondians) 24, 

Kevin Nash 
(Bashley) 24, 

Dewayne 
Bowden (Alton) 

24, David Taylor 
(Totton & Eling) 

23. 

Wicketkeeping: 

Tom Morton 
(South Wilts) 18, 

Nigel Bungay 
(Totton) 17, Jez 
Bulled (Havant) 

16, Ed Ellis 
(Lymington) 15. 

Division 2 
Batting: Tristen 
McDonald 
(Rowledge) 569, Ben Thane (Hook & 
Newnham Basics) 415, Nick 
Willcock (Hook & Newnham Basics) 
394, Derek Kenway (Burridge) 389, 
Matt Journeaux (Sarisbury Athletic) 
379, Will Phillips (Hartley Wintney) 
374. 

Bowling: Dan Hewitt (Hambledon) 

27, Luke Graham (Andover) 25, Dan 
Loader (New Milton) 25, Ben Thane 
(Hook & Newnham Basics) 24. 
Wicketkeeping: Ian Metcalfe 
(Rowledge) 16, Nick Scutt 
(Hambledon) 16, Tom Prodomo (New 
Milton) 14. 

Division 3 

Batting: Peter Woodland (Liphook) 
460, Paul Marks (Fawley) 417, AM 
Cheyne (Langley Manor) 392, 

Richard Partington (Gosport) 392, 
Mark Thorne (Fair Oak) 371. 

Bowling: Tom Allam (Tichborne 
Park) 29, Owamir Afzal (Fawley) 25, 
Ed Berry (Tichborne Park) 25, Alan 
Crawford (Liphook) 24, Tom Larner 
(Gosport) 24, Cody Henderson 
(United Services) 24. 

Wicketkeeping: Nigel le Bas 
(Trojans) 14, Chris Martin (Liphook) 
14, Dave Lyons (Tichborne Park) 14. 




Morton is 
the July 
top dog 

SOUTH Wilts’ Tom 
Morton scooped a third 
ECB Southern Electric 
Premier League 
Cricketer of the Month 
award after scoring 198 
runs and taking three 
catches in a rain-rav¬ 
aged July programme. 
Morton, left, hit a 
Premier Division best 
153 at Totton & Eling 
and 45 against Bashley 
(Rydal). The Division 2 
award went to Rowledge 
batsman Tristen 
McDonald, with Liphook 
& Ripsley off-spinner 
Alan Crawford taking 
the SPL3 prize. 


Them’s all to play 

for in Division 2... 


SO, who’s going to win 
Southern Electric Premier 
League, Division 2 - and 
which two clubs are going to 
be relegated? 

It’s a tough one to call and a 
question, on either count, 
unlikely to be answered until the 
final runs of the season have 
been scored or the last wickets 
taken on September 1, when the 
curtain comes down on a rain 
truncated programme, 

writes MIKE 

VIMPANY. 

Three clubs - Rowledge, 
Sarisbury Athletic and Hook & 
Newnham Basics - are chasing 
the crown. 

Remarkably, in a league which, 
on their day, all the teams are 
capable of beating each other, 
half the division could still go 
down! 

Nine points ahead at the start 
of play, Rowledge were engaged 
in a critical week 16 Allotment 
Road showdown with a 
Sarisbury Athletic side shorn of 
the injured Dave Banks (broken 
wrist) and holidaying Dan 
Goldstraw. 

Awaiting the outcome with an 
eager ear were Hook & 
Newnham Basics, not far behind 
in third spot, engaged in a equal¬ 
ly interesting tussle with arch 


North Hampshire rivals Hartley 
Wintney at the KGV. 

Ironically, the top two went 
ahead still bearing the scars of 
defeats seven days ago - results 
which underlined the unpre¬ 
dictability of the entire division. 

A week after beating Hook on 
their own ground, Rowledge 
found themselves rolled by 62 
runs by resurgent Paultons, 
while Sarisbury lost narrowly to 
Ben Thane’s boys. 

If Rowledge win 
Sarisbury, they will 
surely take a massive 
step towards repeat¬ 
ing their 2009 
Division 2 champi¬ 
onship triumph. 

An Andover side in 
freefall and third- 
from-bottom Hartley 
Wintney are the last 
two fixtures on the 
Rowledge card. 

But, if it’s 
Sarisbury 
doing the cel- 
ebrating 
tonight, 
then the 
title race 
will surely 
go to the 
wire. 

The 
three-horse 
race for the 


title pales into numerical 
insignificance compared with 
the five-team scrap to avoid 
dropping into next season’s 
revamped Division 3, a competi¬ 
tion certain to be spiced up by 
the arrival of Basingstoke & 
North Hants into the SPL. 

Getting out of what will be a 
very competitive ten-team SPL3 
next season will be difficult. 

No wonder Paultons and OTs & 
Romsey are busting a gut to 
avoid occupying the ninth and 
tenth places when the calen¬ 
dar flicks across to 
September. 

Paultons’ visit to Andover 
today was critical. 

Paultons were full of opti¬ 
mism after a recent spate of 
successes; Andover lacking 
in confidence after a run of 
five straight defeats - a 
sequence of results that 
could plunge the 
London Road club 
into a second con¬ 
secutive relega¬ 
tion. 

Andover 
topped the 
SPL2 log in 
late June. 
Now they 
could be rele¬ 
gated. 

{ Jonty 
Hadfield game¬ 


ly took on the captaincy of a 
youthful Andover side, but the 
combined near 1,000 runs New 
Zealander James O’Gorman and 
Will Prozesky contributed in 
2011 have not been replaced. 

Nor, despite Luke Graham’s, 
pictured, gallant efforts, has the 
20-odd wickets Richard Taylor 
previously took in a summer 
season. 

But Andover weren’t the only 
club who went into mid-August 
casting an increasingly anxious 
glance at the basement turmoil. 

Lose to Hook & Newnham 
Basics and Hartley Wintney 
were back in the mix. 

And with Sarisbury Athletic 
and Rowledge their last two 
opponents, Hartley’s prospects 
may not be great. 

OTs & Romsey, at Hambledon 
today, finish with Hook and 
Sarisbury Athletic - anything 
but easy, but they do tend to play 
better alongside the Rapids. 

Hambledon themselves have 
been in too many close calls this 
season for comfort, but they - 
like Burridge - won’t be safe if 
the unpredictable points 
sequence prevails. 

It’s all adding up to a nervy fin¬ 
ish, with virtually every club in 
Southern Electric Premier 
League, Division 2 having plenty 
to play for as the season comes to 
an end ... 



SEE MONDAY’S ECHO FOR THE WEEKEND’S SEPL RESULTS 
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Bag chase gang 

down to the wire 


IT’S the penultimate weekend 
of Hampshire League action 
and tilings could hardly be 
more fascinating at the top 
and bottom of County Division 
1 . 

Three clubs - Portsmouth & 
Southsea, Ryde and Bashley 
(Rydal) - are pushing for the title 
and five others are battling to 
stave off the threat of relegation, 
writes MIKE VIMPANY. 

Portsmouth & Southsea went 
into their home match with Hook 
& Newnham Basics II nursing the 
wounds from a shock nine-run 
defeat by Bedhampton, their first 
of the summer. 

But, effectively seven points 
ahead of Ryde and 11 clear of 
Bashley (Rydal), they were title 
favourites going into the last but 
one round of matches. 

Conveniently for P&S, Ryde and 
Bashley (Rydal) went head-to- 
head at the BCG and will have 
nullified each other’s prospects in 
the second v third joust. 

Bedhampton’s win over 
Portsmouth & Southsea last week¬ 
end was arguably the shock of the 
summer. 

More astonishing was the way 
Bedhampton secured their victo¬ 
ry. 

In the mire at 70-7, they staged a 
quite remarkable recovery as 
Lakmal Mendex (47 not out), 
Mark Austin (30) and Alex 
Gardner (24) added more than 100 
runs to leave their unbeaten visi¬ 
tors chasing 191. 

South African run machine Ash 
Wallace, who now has 730 runs to 
his name, anchored the P&S reply 
with 82, but wickets fell steadily 
as they chased the target down. 

They were still favourites need¬ 
ing 30 runs to win off eight overs 
and with four wickets left. 

But Martin Hovey proved too 
much to handle for the tailenders 


and P&S closed 182 all out. 

“If we can win our final two 
games of the season then we can 
still stay up,” declared skipper 
Stuart Gardner. 

“It was a pity we had to lose six 
matches before we really started 
playing.” 

Bedhampton, who performed 
cricket’s version of the Great 
Escape by avoiding relegation last 
year, play fellow strugglers 
Midhurst and Fareham & Crofton 
in their final two 
games. 

Andover sec¬ 
onds have looked 
odds-on for the 
drop all season, 
but a similarly 
remarkable win 
over Midhurst 
has given them 
hope of wriggling 
out of trouble at 
the 11th hour. 

Tailenders Dan 
Turner and Andy 
McMahon threw 
Andover an 
improbable life¬ 
line, coming 
together with 
their side 80-7 and 
seemingly facing 
defeat after 
Midhurst had 
posted 200-8. 

But Turner (55) 
and McMahon, 
with 52 not out, 
produced a stunning eighth-wick¬ 
et century partnership to win only 
a second match of the season. 

Andover remained bottom, but 
faced Fareham & Crofton in a 
potential ‘last goodbye’ affair at 
Bath Lane today. 

Relegated from Premier Division 
3 last season, Fareham went into 
the game on the back of four 
straight losses, the latest a nine- 
wicket drubbing at Alton. 

Fareham’s problem is that, with¬ 


out injured overseas batsman 
Brent Jarvis-Spinks (broken 
hand), they don’t score enough 
runs. 

Only Ed White (30) and 15-year 
old hockey talent Luke Cornish, 
with 34 not out, got into double fig¬ 
ures at the Jubilee Ground, where 
Alex Hughes (4-14) and Ben 
Mortimer (3-21) combined the dis¬ 
miss the run shy visitors for 127. 

An unbeaten half-century by 
James Hargreaves pointed Alton 
to an easy nine- 
wicket win - one 
which eased 
Howard Gadby’s 
side out of the 
immediate trou¬ 
ble zone. 

Idlers may well 
be the side that 
doesn’t make the 
cut. 

They lost by six 
wickets to 

Bashley (Rydal) - 
half-centuries by 
Josh Digby (61) 
and Sean Lilley 
(58) assuring the 
New Forest club 
victory - and 
now face a 
Hampshire 
League probe 
about the eligibil¬ 
ity of one of their 
players in the 
Waterlooville 
match at 

Leckford last month. 

Lymington might also be looking 
over their shoulders come the day 
of reckoning. 

They went into the penultimate 
visit to Waterlooville as one of five 
teams on the three-win mark, but 
with several of the bottom sides 
set to go head-to-head in the next 
fortnight, none of the quintet is 
safe in the three-down drop zone. 

Blake Barnwell was the catalyst 
behind Portchester’s comfortable 


five-wicket win at the Sports 
Ground, where Geoff Webber (67) 
top scored in a modest 170. 

Barnwell followed up his 4-43 
return with an unbeaten 56. 

Ryde, with Bashley (Rydal) II 
and fourth-placed St Cross 
Symondians to finish, ran amok 
against Rowledge II, piling up 311- 
6 at Harding Shute. 

Australian Dale Hackett (78) led 
the 300-plus total, which included 
39 boundaries but not a single six. 

Maximums were left to Ben 
Wish, who cleared the boundary 
three times in an entertaining 32 
which, alongside Nick Morant’s 
50, was the highspot of a 210-8 
response. 

If the Hampshire League had 
any type of individual perfor¬ 
mance awards, James Burridge 
would be a prime candidate for a 
prize. 

His past three knocks for St 
Cross Symondians III have been 
120, 85 and 126 not out. 

His latest century -120 at Pickett 
Post - wasn’t quite enough to 
bring victory over a resurgent 
Ellingham, who have rocketed 
into mid-table safety. 

Ellingham, having scored 251-8, 
had St Cross on the ropes at 66-5, 
but Burridge, with Matt Howarth 
(29) for company, added 96 before 
the visitors lost late wickets to fin¬ 
ish 235 all out and 16 short. 

Alex Richardson notched his 
second consecutive century and 
his third in the second half of the 
season with 101 against 
Waterlooville at Warsash Road. 

But he wasn’t celebrating after¬ 
wards as the evergreen Andy 
Reynolds got his first competitive 
ton to get the Ville past Locks 
Heath’s 224 for an eight-wicket 
win. 

The century making didn’t stop 
there as Queenslander Leigh 
Drennan thumped an unbeaten 
126 to guide Purbrook past Hook & 
Newnham Basics’ 260-5. 


Cricket is in 
mourning after 
the loss of 
stalwart Derek 

TRIBUTES have been paid to Derek 
Brooks, a member of Basingstoke & 
North Hants for over 50 years and a 
well known organiser of youth cricket, 
who died last weekend after a long ill¬ 
ness, aged 80. 

Derek joined Basingstoke in 1952 
and held positions of treasurer, fixture 
secretary and team secretary, besides 
captaining the club’s third, fourth, fifth 
and sixth teams at various times. 

He also served on the Hampshire 
League management committee for 
over ten years. 

Much of Derek’s unstinting work for 
cricket was with youth development, 
not only at May’s Bounty, where he 
coordinated the junior section for 
decades, but across the county and 
far beyond. 

He ran the old Hampshire Cricket 
Association Under-13 and Under-15 
competitions for many years and 
organised the highly successful Sun 
Life NCA and ECB junior finals, which 
attracted hundreds of budding young 
talents to the ground every August. 

He won the Mayor of Basingstoke 
and Deane’s award for contribution to 
life in the Borough in 1998 and a lot of 
today’s players owe a lot to this mild 
mannered man. 

Cricket was Derek’s passion, 
although in his working life he ran a 
florist and fruit and vegetable shop in 
the town. 

Once he left the shop, he spent all 
his days at May’s Bounty, except when 
he was off to buy stamps in 
Switzerland. He was keen stamp col¬ 
lector, only buying Swiss stamps. 

Hampshire Cricket Board chairman 
Jeff Levick MBE recalls: “I first met 
Derek in his role as under 13/15 club 
competition organiser in the late 70s. 

“He undertook the role of keeping an 
ever growing group of club junior 
coaches playing matches at venues all 
over the county to ensure that he had 
finalists in place by the due date. 

“That sounds familiar doesn’t it. 

“That he never missed a final is trib¬ 
ute to his hard work and powers of 
persuasion. 

“As I became more involved in junior 
cricket, I realised he was Mr 
Basingstoke & North Hants. 

“In the early 80s Basingstoke & NH 
was North Hampshire Cricket. 

“Many talented young players were 
brought into the club and had good 
guidance in honing their skills. 

“Derek was much more than a junior 
organiser, as anyone in Basingstoke 
could verify. 

“I shall always remember him for the 
array of cricket balls that he lovingly 
brought back to match condition and 
his seemingly bottomless jar of Fox’s 
Glacier mints.” 

Cricket owes much to Derek and his 
kind. 

The funeral is at St. Thomas of 
Canterbury, Worting Road, 

Basingstoke on Wednesday week, 
August 29 at 12 noon. 


League awards heading for warmer climes 

THE Hampshire League will be air WACA Rockingham-Mandurah leading performers - (Bashley) 303, Callum Maher 

mailing the County Division 1 bat- Grade club on Perth’s sunshine (* denotes overseas player) - (Bashley) 296, Neil Taylor 

ting and bowling awards to Cape Indian Ocean coast, is favourite Batting: * Ash Wallace (P & S) (Bashley) 290, John Zaccardi 

Town and Western Australian to land the bowling award. 730, Scott Jones (Locks Heath) (Ryde) 273. 

when the season ends. Left-armer Ryan, who has also 415, * Leigh Drennan (Purbrook) Bowling: * Jamie Ryan 

South African Ashley Wallace made a handy 320 runs, had 23 415, Alex Richardson (Locks (Portchester) 23, James Rapson 

has run away with the Cl batting wickets prior to Portchester’s Heath) 355, * Dale Hackett (Ryde) (Bashley) 20, Neil Taylor (Bashley) 

prize - his 730 runs having cata- penultimate game at Purbrook. 353, Luke Gould (Fareham & 19, * Dale Hackett (Ryde) 18, Bob 

pulted Portsmouth & Southsea to Overseas cricketers, mostly Crofton) 336,* James Burridge (St Marchant (Fareham & Crofton) 

within touching stance of an SPL playing below their capability Cross Syms) 330Jamie Ryan 18, Dave Tiller (P & S) 15, Alex 

return. And Jamie Ryan, from the level, are prominent in the list of (Portchester) 320, Josh Digby Fletcher (P & S) 14. 



FIGHT BACK: Andover’s 
Andy McMahon in action in 
his side’s win over Midhurst. 


THE PINK AND DAILY ECHO - BEST FOR LOCAL CRICKET 
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DENTURE EXPERT 

LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED 

WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTATION 
30 DAY NO QUIBBLE MONEY BACK 

(Terms and Conditions Apply) 

Fabulous natural looking dentures 
Made for comfort and function. 

Personally designed and constructed by Leigh Dunkason 
Who has 30 years experience in denture design. 

Our long standing reputation for producing outstanding 
Results is your guarantee of a first class service. 
Huge confidence and self esteem boosting results 
Totally achievable with new materials 
And modern techniques. 

48 Hr Express Service Available 

www.dentures-southampton.co.uk 



Ford Dental, 98 Northam Road, 

Southampton L__J 

Also at 46 Glen Road, 02380 225826 

Sarisbury Green H148Q 5641QQ 
(Evenings 8, Weekends) w 



• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Call NOW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tels 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


Home Choose Carpets 

"m 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


Great days out! 

n z 

I 


24 Thorpe Park 


Special Events 

14 The Olympic London Explorer with Lunch 


24 Speed - Holiday on Ice 


08 London Christmas Lights and Sights Supper Club 

| 02 Disney on Ice - Passport to Adventure _ 

25 War Horse 


Call or book online now 

023 804 72377 

Lwww.coliseumcoaches.co.uk 


EmtMbBmtHd 

Wf 


$ 



Solent 

BLINDS & 
CUR TA I N S 


“Hig/i Sf/ee! Quality 
at Trad* Prices" 

Prompt free? si*vt?ys 
& quotation % for fc. 
types of w vjotoi* 
ftirnfsfuf»0s nncAiiXuv ^ 

BAruks 
Curfarria 
Curfartn Tracks 
Curtain Poles 
Soft Furnishings 
Anniops 

Plantation Shutters 
Window Film 

PTNm huiK* 'IBM' 


r 02350 510333 • F. 02350 510101 
£. gsohuitthfridh co uft 
*ww ifIrtimi* co.uk 


STAIRLIFTS 


NOW ONLY £997 



26 Swanage 

£17.50 

31 Bovington Tank Museum 

£16.00 

31 Monkey World 

£26.00 

02 Cotswolds & Bourton on the Water 

£18.50 

05 Dorchester Market & Dorset Villages 

£17.50 

09 & 30 Bruges 

£38.00 

09 RHS Wisley Gardens Flower Show (coach only) 

£17.00 


Price quoted is for a 140 kg 
straight stairlift in a standard 
staircase - subject to FREE 
NO OBLIGATION SURVEY. 


FULLY FITTED by our own 
qualified engineers, tested 
and fully guaranteed for 12 
months parts & labour. All 
inclusive price of £997. VAT 
exempt—VAT Notice 701/7 


Soft start and stop running 
Low running & maint costs 
Integrated self fault finding 
Latest British Standards 
140 kg (22 stones) capacity 
Full battery back-up 
Chargers on each landing 
2 easy to use remotes 


FREESURVEY 


Leading the way in coach travel 



1&8A REGAL 


taking 
you to a 
/itgfier 

023 8036 6423 lifts fevef 

WEST QUAY ROAD SOUTHAMPTON www.bsa-regal.co.uk 



CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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The 

Spanish 
Riding 
School of 
Vienna 

at the NIA, 
Birmingham 

Departs 
17 Nov 2012 

(£ newmarket. 
travel/ncs11920 

€0843 316 
1124 

quoting code NCS 

NEWMARKET 
Holidays 

Newmarket Promotions 
Ltd. ABTAV787X. Subject 
to availability. Single 
supplement applies. Calls 
cost 4p per minute. 

®ABTA 


Add your 

Home 

Services 

business 

FREE 


...easyto use 

local home 
services 

online guide 

di<k2find 

click2find.co.uk 


Our 2 year 
fixed rate 
mortgage 

- with no product fee 


3.29 0/o 4.0 0/o 4.0ffi 

fixed until 31/10/2014 variable thereafter is the overall cost 

for comparison 


Rate available for new purchases only, when you borrow up 
to 60% loan to value. Early repayment charges apply until 
31/10/2014. Rates can be withdrawn at any time. 


s Talk to us in branch 
& Visit rbs.co.uk/two 

® Call us on 0800 529 8946 

(Minicom 0800 404 6160) 


YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT 
KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE 


yv DDC 
71* KDJ 

The Royal Bank of Scotland 


Celebrate your link to 
Yarmouth 


Round the clock sailings! 
Round the clock savings! 


By car or on foot. For fun for all the family. For catching up 
with friends. For a change of scene. 

For more sailings and more savings, day and night, we’re 
your link to the Isle ofWight. 



£5 


OFF 

DAY TRIPS 
BY CAR 


FAMILIES 


£25 


Super Saver Day Return 
Saver Day Return 
Standard Car Day Return 
Wight World Attraction Packages 

Picture this ••• 
and WIN! 


Family of 5 
Foot Passengers 
Day Return 


Island Visions Photography 




nk you to everyone who entered 
our‘Love your link’ competition! 

We had some fantastic entries and now 
we are looking for you to help us choose a 
winner! 

The finalists have been chosen and their 
work is displayed on our website waiting for 
you to vote for your favourite! 

To find out more and vote for your winner 
visit wightlink.co.uk/competition 

Voting is available between Monday 20th - Friday 3 I st 
August 2012. 

Terms & Conditions apply. 



TO BOOK, CALL 0871 376 1000 

Calls cost 7p per minute, plus network extras 
at least one hour before you wish to travel 

www.wightlink.co.uk/lymington 


WIGHTLINK 


PART OF ISLAND LIFE 


Promotional Terms & Conditions. Calls may be recorded for monitoring and training purposes. A £4 administration fee will apply to 
most vehicle bookings made via the call centre, or £ i 0 when bought at a ticket office without an advance reservation. No supplements 
are payable for online reservations. Wight World Attraction offer cannot be booked online. All offers are only valid on Lymington - 
Yarmouth route. Dream ticket from £ 15 offer is valid until 30 September 2012 on certain sailings. £5 off offers are valid until 2 
September 2012. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase or ticket collection. When booking online or via the call centre the 
£5 off will be deducted automatically from the booking. All offers subject to availability and date and time restrictions apply. Offers may 
be withdrawn if booking numbers reached. Full details can be found online or by calling the number above. Standard and promotional 
terms and conditions apply. Full details of the 'Love your link' compettion can be found online at wightlink.co.uk/competition E&OE 


Order your Oall^Eclio- 

Pnotograpn BB 

3et your own high quality prints of any photo* ^ 


Photo order form 


Date of paper.page no. .. 

Ref Number (found under photo) ... 


Get you 

you have seen in the Daily Echo delivered 
straight to your door. Go to dailyecho.co.uk/ 
photosales to order your prints now. 

Fantastic novelty items are also available including 
calendars, framed prints, mugs and canvas prints. 
These can all be ordered at: 

dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 

Customise your print when you order online. 

* Only pictures taken by Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 


ORDERING YOUR 
PHOTO IS EASY 


►n 


At dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 
Customise your print when you 
order online. 
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SOUTHAMPTON'S ONLY 
PROFESSIONAL SUPPLIER OF 
D.J. AND P.A. EQUIPMENT 


LIGHTING FX, POWERED 
SPEAKERS, CD SYSTEMS 
TURNTABLES, STUDIO SPEAKERS, 
AND MORE IN STOCK NOW 

3YRS 0% FINANCE AVAILABLE 



• FIXED PRICE SERVICING « BMW QUALIFIED TECHNICIANS > 



BBQ BUSTERS ARE BACK! 


BBQ Pack One 
1.36 Kg Pork Chops 
2 Kg Spicy Chicken 
Wings 

1.36 Kg Chicken 
Drumsticks/Thighs 


BBQ Pack Two 
1.36 Kg Pork Chops 
1 Kg Sirloin Steaks 
1.36 Kg Chicken 
Drumsticks/Thighs 
1.5 Kg Chinese 


BBQ Pack Three 
2.2 Kg Pork Sausages 

1 Kg Sirloin Steaks 

1.5 Kg Chinese Pork Ribs 

2 Kg Chicken 
Drumsticks/Thighs 


M; 

3J SUPER STTOn 


Opening times: 

Mon. - Sat. 9.30-5.30 
Sun. 11.00-4.00 


www.thedjshop.co.uk 

HIRE, SERVICE, REPAIRS OF ALL EQUIPMENT 



UNIT 6, THE MARLANDS TELEPHONE 

L shopping centre 02380 337338 ^ 


• DIAGNOSTICS LASER 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT * WARRANTY WORK • 

• AIR CON SERVICE & REPAIRS • TUNING MOTs ARRANGED > 

• COMPLIMENTARY COURTESY CARS • 

• WHILE YOU WAIT APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 


1.5 Kg Chinese Pork Ribs 

Pork ribs 2.2 Kg Pork 

2.2 Kg Pork Sausages Sausages 
FREE 24 x 4oz Free 24 X 4oz 

Steak Burgers Steak Burgers 


1 Kg Minted Lamb Chops 

2 Kg Spicy Chicken Wings 
FREE 48 x 4oz 

Steak Burgers 

Amazing value 


tel: 023 8066 1499 W\ . . ' 
www.bartleyuk.com 

email: info@bartleyuk.com 


Only £29.99 Only £38.99 at £56.99 

shop@chalcroftfarm.co.uk 

02380 601154 



Units 23 - 25 New Forest Enterprise Centre, Rushington 
Business Park, Chapel Lane, Totton, Southampton SO40 9LA 



Burnetts Lane, West End, Southampton, 
Hampshire, SO30 2HU 


fat ebook 



Swan Winning Offers 

I ■ I ■ A # 


Swan Sliding Wardrobes 


AJ.iVj 



On your marks for Swan Systems exclusive winning offers running 
throughout Summer 2012. There are fantastic discounts in-store and 
on-line on all Swan Sliding wardrobes and matching bedroom furniture. 



Owi £ih/vt and Bnmzc Offm 

20 % 10 % 


202 ?, 

All Fitted Bedroom 
Furniture 


■ VOFF 

All 

Supply Only 


Head Office & New Showroom: 

Units 6 / 6a The Tanneries, East Street, 
Titchfield, Fareham P014 4AR 

Tel: 01329 843 636 
www.swansystemsuk.com 


Swan Systems Furniture 


West End Main Showroom: 

15-19 Swaythling Road, West End, 
Southampton S030 3AG 

Tel: 02380 465 485 
email: info@swansystemsuk.com 


Jonathan Terry 

Independent Funeral Directors 
and Monumental Masons 


v 


Providing professional and personal 
Funeral Services to all areas of Southampton 

* Prepaid funeral plans * Monumental masonry service 
* Full disabled facilities * Greener Goodbyes Funeral Service 


a 

* 




Jonathan Terry 
Dip FD MBIE MBIFD 

023 8043 4444 

101 Peartree Avenue, Bitterne, 
Southampton, S019 7JJ. 


Mr Matthew Haines MBIE 
and 

Mrs Margaret Bennett 

023 8023 4533 

3 College Place, 

London Road, Southampton, S015 2FB. 


www. joncithanterry.co. uk 


WALK IDE STRAWBERRY WALK FgR 
YOUR LOVED ONE ON SUfflbAY 
2\D SEPTEMBER. TAKING IN 6 OR 4 MILES 
ORJ3EAUTIFUL HAMBtaSCENERY,» 
STARTlNC^AT THE R^YAL VICTORIA ’ » 
COUNTRY PARK. - 

REGISTRATION^DETAILS ON WEBSITE 


)&ve lAeU*M\ 


DON'T MISS THE DAVE WELLMAN CANCER 
TRUST WINTER WONDERLAND BALL ON 
SATURDAY 5th JANUARY 2013 AT THE 
BOTLEIGH GRANGE HOTEL 
TICKETS ARE SELLING FAST! 

For the above events please contact Tina 
M: 07802 711219 E: tina@dwct.net 
W: www.dwct.net 


NJM Metal RECYCLING COMPANY 

WE BUY: Copper - Brass - Lead - Aluminium - Stainless - Batteries 
Electric Cable - Electric Motors + Catalytic Converters 

ALL TYPES OF VEHICLES & FORKLIFTS PURCHASED - TOP RATES PAID! 

No wheels? No log book? No problem!!! 

ALL TYPES OF FORKLIFTS WANTED - 
DAMAGED OR OTHERWISE. ANY AMOUNT OF 
STEEL & IRON PURCHASED - LITTLE OR LARGE 


*** CALLING ALL PLUMBERS & ELECTRICIANS *** 

♦ ^ Top rates paid for all your scrap materials! 
Weighed & collected at your convenience! • 

Fully licensed & certificated for all types of waste & metal removals 

Office: 02380 869802 
Mob: 07747 601336 
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OVER 50s HOME INSURANCE 


Paying more than 

£139? 

20% of new RIAS 
customers paid less.* 


Ring RIAS today to see 
if there's good news! 

Over 50? Call RIAS to check your buildings 
and contents insurance premiums now! 

If you’re paying more than £139* per year, RIAS 
could insure you for less - that’s because we 
specialise in insuring people over 50. 

Call our UK-based advisors for a quote now! 

• £1,000,000 buildings cover and £50,000 
contents cover as standard. 

• RIAS Home Insurance has been awarded a 

5 Star Rating by Defaqto for its comprehensive 
level of cover. 

* Being over 50 
isn't a big deal* 

Saving money C 
on my home L 



defoqto | 





*20.3% of new RIAS customers who took 
out a combined buildings and contents 
policy between 01.01.12 and 31.03.12 
t paid less than £139. 

tOne Parker pen per household. 

Subject to availability. 


RIAS Pic registered office: Deansleigh House, Deansleigh Road, Bournemouth, 
Dorset BH7 7DU. Registered number: 1324965. Registered in England and Wales. 
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Insurance provided 
by RIAS Pic is not available in the Channel Islands. 


SUNDAY 19th AUGUST 

Fort Purbrook, Portsdown Hill Road (B2177), 
Cosham, Portsmouth, Hants. P06 1BJ. (Jet. 5 A3M) 

NEW & USED 

BOATS, CHANDLERY,ENGINES, 
ELECTONICS,FISHING TACKLE 

Entry 10am-3pm; Adults £3-50p, Kids Free. 
Stalls £35; Car boots/boat spaces £25. 
Chaddock & Fox Promotions 

02392381405; 07771 962 495 

Follow us on Twitter@boatjumbler 
Pay-On-Day or prepay online at. 
boat-jumbles.co.uk 


Skegness & Historic Lincoln 



LIMITED OFFER 


Your break at a glance 

• 3 nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the 

Charnwood Hotel, Skegness 

• Excursions to Boston & Lincoln 

• Same coach return from Southampton, 

Totton, Eastleigh 

Single Supplement £27, Tour ref: 715066, Quote: Late Deal 


f 08448 11 11 26 ^ justgoholidays.com 



We’ve gem (kikinQ mad! 


Buy any Kitchenaid Artisan mixer and get £20 
worth of free bake ware of your choice! * 


IRON UPFIELD 



*T&C's apply. 

Musf be a current stock line. 




I apple crumble&kitschl 


i 41- 


high STREET BISHOPS WALTHAM S032 1AA 
01489 895107 

enquiries@applecrumbleandkitsch.co.uk 


Hallelujah to Hotpoint. 


Well Hallelujah to anyone who gives me up to 

£150.00 Cashback! 



Buy from a selected range 
of Hotpoint appliances and 
receive up to 

£150.00 cashback. 

The best bit...You can spend 
it on whatever you like! 




j ‘ 


High Street, Bishop’s Waltham, Southampton, S0321AB 
Tel: 01489 892177 • www.ronupfield.com • enuuiries@ronupfield.com 



Daily Echo 



S 

PtUGVQT 


PEUGEOT NEW 208 

i|Rw, miq| 44- nflr.air«rattor>B**| mi J» mw 
HaONOtM to* ftB**#*O'*« mtM lrti par*■**««*• TP wiwpa urniwiMg^ bhk» 0 % 

MOTION O EMOTION 


GATES PEUGEOT 

Swoy Hood, 0rotktn6ur»t T«l 01590 62 5 544 
NMIOtCil 


Every Saturday 
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Barclays Premier League 


npower League One 


Arsenal.0 Sunderlnd . 

HT 0-0 

Fulham.5 Norwich. 

Duff 26 
Petrie 41,54 
Kacaniklic 66 
Si dwell 87 pen 
HT 2-0 

Newcastle.L Spurs. 

HT L-L 

Q.P.R.0 Swansea. 


.0 

Aft 60,078 

.0 


Aft 25,062 

.L 


.5 

Michu 8,53 
Dyer 63,71 
Sinclair 81 
Aft 18,072 

. 1 

Kightly 34 
Aft 23,973 

. 0 


Aft 26,039 

.0 


HT 0-1 

Reading.1 Stoke. 

Le Fondre 90 pen 
HT 0-1 

W.B.A.3 Liverpool.. 

Gera 43 

Odemwingie 64 pen 
Lukaku 77 
HT 1-0 

West Ham.1 A. Villa. 

Nolan 40 


PWD LFAWD LFAPt 
Fulham 1 1 0050000003 

Swansea 1 000001 00503 

W.B.A. 1 1 0030000003 

West Ham 1 10010000003 

Reading 101011000001 

Stoke 100000010111 

Arsenal 1 01 000000001 

Sunderlnd 1 0000001 0001 

Chelsea 000000000000 

Everton 000000000000 

Man City 000000000000 

Man Utd 000000000000 

Newcastle 000000000000 

SAINTS 000000000000 

Spurs 000000000000 

Wigan 000000000000 

A. Villa 100000001010 

Liverpool 1 00000001 030 

Norwich 1 00000001 050 

Q.P.R. 1 001 05000000 


npower Championship 


Barnsley.1 

Davies 45 
HT 1-0 

Birminghm.1 

Zigic 90 
HT 0-0 

Burnley.2 

Paterson 39 
Austin 57 
HT 1-0 

Crystal P.2 

Garvan 13 pen,29 

HT 2-1 

Derby Cty.2 

Tyson 11 
Buxton 27 
HT 2-1 

Hull. 

Simpson 85 
HT 0-0 

Ipswich.1 

Lowe 83 og 
HT 0-1 

Leeds Utd.1 

Becchio 17 
HT 1-0 

Leicester.2 

Morgan 51 
King 75 
HT 0-0 

Millwall.0 

HT 0-1 

Nottm For.1 

Guedioura 71 
HT 0-0 


Middlesbro.0 

Att 12,203 

Charlton.1 

Cort 82 
Att 18,210 

Bolton.0 

Att 18,407 

Watford.3 

Taylor 22 
Abdi 88 
Vydra 90 
Att 17,109 

Sheff Wed.2 

O Grady 39 
R Johnson 90 
Att 27,437 

1 Brighton.0 

Att 15,794 

Blackburn.1 

Kazim-Richards 21 
Att 19,117 

Wolves.0 

Att 23,745 

Peterboro.0 

Att 23,863 

Blackpool.2 

Ince 32,60 
Att 11,010 

Bristol C.0 

Att 21,575 


Blackpool 

Burnley 

Leicester 

Watford 

Barnsley 

Cardiff 

Hull 

Leeds Utd 

Nottm For 

Derby Cty 

Sheff Wed 

Birminghm 

Blackburn 

Charlton 

Ipswich 

Crystal P 

Brighton 

Bristol C 

Huddersfld 

Middlesbro 

Wolves 

Bolton 

Millwall 

Peterboro 


Bury.0 

HT 0-0 

Crawley.3 

Alexander 33,64 pen 
Forte 80 
HT 1-0 

Crewe.1 

Pogba 73 
HT 0-1 

Hartlepool.0 

HT 0-0 

M K Dons.2 

Potter 34 
Powell 59 
HT 1-0 

POMPEY.1 

McLeod 19 
HT 1-0 

Preston.0 

HT 0-0 

Sheff Utd.1 

McAllister 4 
HT 1-0 

Stevenage.1 

Shroot 88 
HT 0-0 

Tranmere.3 

Bakayogo 34 
Akpa Akpro 57,65 
HT 1-0 

Walsall.0 


Brentford.0 

Att 2,659 

Scunthorpe.0 


Att 3,172 

Notts Cnty.2 

Zoko 40, Arquin 58 
Att 5,718 

Swindon.0 

Att 4,132 

Oldham.0 


CHERRIES.1 

Barnard 78 
Att 17,703 

Colchester.0 

Shrewsbry.0 


Carlisle.1 

Robson 73 
Att 2,736 

Leyton O.1 

Symes 88 pen 
Att 5,063 

Doncaster.3 

Brown 5 
Cotterill 26 
Bennett 56 

HT 0-2 Att 4,205 

Yeovil.1 Coventry.1 

Hinds 21 McDonald 10 

HT1-1 Att 6,006 

HOME AWAY 

PWD LFAWD LFAPt 
Crawley 1 1 0030000003 

Doncaster 1 000001 00303 

Tranmere 1 1 0031 000003 

M K Dons 1 1 0020000003 

Notts Cnty 100000100213 

Sheff Utd 110010000003 

CHERRIES 100000010111 

Carlisle 100000010111 

Coventry 100000010111 

POMPEY 101011000001 

Stevenage 101011000001 

Yeovil 101011000001 

Brentford 1 0000001 0001 

Bury 1 01 000000001 

Colchester 1 0000001 0001 

Hartlepool 1 01 000000001 

Preston 1 01 000000001 

Swindon 1 0000001 0001 

Crewe 100112000000 

Shrewsbry 100000001010 

Leyton O 100000001130 

Oldham 1 00000001 020 

Scunthorpe 1 00000001 030 

Walsall 1 001 03000000 


npower League Two 


PWD LFAWD LFAPt 
1 000001 00203 
1 1 0020000003 
1 1 0020000003 
1 000001 00323 
1 10010000003 
1 10010000003 
1 10010000003 
1 10010000003 
1 10010000003 
1 01 022000001 
1 0000001 0221 
101011000001 
100000010111 
100000010111 
101011000001 
1 001 23000000 
100000001010 
100000001010 
100000001010 
100000001010 
100000001010 
1 00000001 020 
1 001 02000000 
1 00000001 020 


AFC Wimbledon 1 

Midson 35 
HT 1-0 

Bristol R.0 

HT 0-2 

Cheltnham.2 

Harrad 45 
McGlashan 49 
HT 1-0 

Exeter.0 

HT 0-3 

Fleetwood Town 0 

HT 0-0 

Gillingham.3 

Kedwell 43,54 pen 
Weston 88 
HT 1-0 

Plymouth.0 

HT 0-1 

Port Vale.3 

Dodds 8, Myrie-Williams 
Pope 75 
HT 2-0 

Rochdale.0 

HT 0-0 

Rotherham.3 

Nardiello 5 pen, Odejayi 
Pringle 75 
HT 2-0 

Southend.0 

HT 0-0 

York. 

Walker 54 
HT 0-2 



HIGH RISE: Fulham’s Mahamadou Diarra (right) battles for the ball with 
Norwich City’s Grant Holt in the Premier League at Craven Cottage. 


Chesterfld.0 

Att 3,780 

Oxford Utd.2 

Forster-Caskey 22, Potter 32 

Att 7,451 

Dagenham.0 


Cheltnham 1 1 0020000003 

Oxford Utd 100000100203 

AFC Wimbledonl 1 001 0000003 

Acc Stanley 100000100103 

Fleetwood Tn 1 01 000000001 

Northmptn 1 0000001 0001 

Rochdale 1 01 000000001 

Torquay 1 0000001 0001 

Chesterfld 100000001010 

Southend 100101000000 

Bradford 100000001 130 

York 1001 13000000 

Bristol R 100102000000 

Dagenham 1 00000001 020 

Plymouth 1 001 02000000 

Barnet 1 00000001 030 

Burton Albion 1 00000001 030 

Exeter 1 001 03000000 


Att 2,655 

Morecambe.3 

Fleming 14,24, Reid 32 
Att 3,792 

Torquay.0 

Att 3,624 

Bradford.1 

Wells 62 pen 
Att 5,127 

Aldershot.2 

Brown 5, Payne 54 pen 
Att 7,020 

Barnet.0 

20 pen 

Att 4,608 

Northmptn.0 

Att 2,558 

Burton Albion.0 

ii 

Att 11,441 

Acc Stanley.1 

Sheppard 61 
Att 4,673 

1 Wycombe.3 

Bloomfield 28 
Wood 44, Beavon 53 

HOME AWAY 

PWD LFAWD LFAPt 
Morecambe 1 000001 00303 

Port Vale 1 1 0030000003 

Rotherham 1 1 0030000003 

Gillingham 1 10031000003 

Wycombe 100000100313 
Aldershot 1 000001 00203 


Hearts. 

Novikovas 15 
Sutton 41 pen 
HT 2-0 

Kilmarnock.. 

Harkins 30 
HT 1-2 

Ross Cnty.... 

Brittain 49 
HT 0-0 

St Johnstn ... 

Hasselbaink 83 
HT 0-1 

St Mirren. 

Thompson 63 
HT 0-1 


Inverness CT.2 

A Shinnie 58 pen 
Pepper 90 
Att 11,512 

Motherwell.2 

Murphy 12,37 
Att 4,969 

Celtic.1 

Commons 90 
Att 6,110 

Aberdeen.2 

Osbourne 16, Hayes 47 
Att 4,857 

Hibernian.2 

Griffiths 15,61 
Att 5,039 

HOME AWAY 

PWD LFAWD LFAPt 
Hearts 311042010115 

Motherwell 301011110215 

St Mirren 301134100204 

Celtic 210010010114 

Aberdeen 301000101224 

Hibernian 301011101244 

Dundee Utd 1 10030000003 

Inverness CT 301 01 1 020443 

Ross Cnty 30201 1010003 

Kilmarnock 301112010112 

Dundee 2001 0201 0001 


Scottish Division One 


Scottish Division Two I 

Albion R. 

.0 Alloa. 

. 3 

Arbroath. 

. 4 Ayr Utd. 

. 2 

East Fife. 

. 0 Queen Sth. 

. 0 

Forfar. 

.4 Stranraer. 

. 0 

Stenhsmuir. 

.3 Brechin. 

. 1 

Scottish Division Three 1 

Annan Athletic. 

. 3 Berwick. 

. 2 

Clyde. 

.0 Peterhead. 

. 2 

Elgin. 

.3 Stirling A. 

. 1 

Queens Park .... 

.2 Montrose. 

. 2 

Rangers. 

.5 E Stirling. 

. 1 

Blue Square Bet Premier | 


HOME 


AWAY 


Dumbarton 

Dunfrmline. 

Falkirk. 

Hamilton.... 
Livingston . 


0 Cowdenbth.3 

0 Partick.1 

0 Raith.2 

1 Morton.1 

0 Airdrie Utd.2 


AFC Telford.3 Braintree Town.0 

Alfreton Town.... 0 Hereford.3 

Cambridge.2 Southport.0 

Ebbsfleet Unitedl Wrexham.1 

Gateshead.1 Forest Grn.1 

Grimsby.0 Nuneaton.0 

Kiddrmnstr.2 Mansfield.3 

MacclesfId.2 Dartford.0 

Newport County 2 Lincoln City.1 

Tamworth.1 Stockport.0 

Woking.3 ^Barrow...1 

p w 

Newport Cnty 3 2 
Hereford 3 1 
Luton 3 0 

Cambridge 3 2 
Tamworth 3 1 
Macclesf Id 3 2 
Woking 3 2 

Stockport 3 1 
Gateshead 3 1 
Forest Grn 3 0 
AFC Telford 3 1 

Ebbsfleet Utd 3 0 
Wrexham 3 1 
Braintree Tn 3 0 
Lincoln City 3 1 
Mansfield 3 0 
Hyde 3 0 

Grimsby 3 0 
Southport 3 0 
Barrow 3 0 

Alfreton Town 3 0 
Nuneaton 3 0 
Dartford 3 0 

Kiddrmnstr 3 0 


D LFAWD LFAPt 
0061 1 00439 
0 0 2 1 1 1 0 5 2 7 
1 02220041 7 
0 0 4 1 0 1 0 1 1 7 
1 0321 00327 
0040001 1 26 
0 0 4 1 0 0 1 1 3 6 
0 0 1 0 1 0 1 2 2 6 
1 05201 0225 
1 0 1 1 1 1 0 3 2 5 
01 4201 0004 
1 1 1 2 1 0 0 5 4 4 
0 0 3 1 0 1 1 1 3 4 
1 0 2 2 1 0 1 1 3 4 
001 0002243 
0 1 3 4 1 0 1 4 6 3 
1 1 1 2 0 1 0 2 2 2 
1112 0 10 112 
10 110 113 5 2 
1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 3 2 
1 1 3 6 0 0 1 0 1 1 
0 1 4 5 0 1 1 0 4 1 
01 23002030 
0225001 01 0 


Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 
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Local non-league results 


BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 
Premier 

AFC Telford 3 Braintree Town 0 Alfreton Town 0 
Hereford 3 

Cambridge Utd 2 Southport 0 

Ebbsfleet United 1 Wrexham 1 Gateshead 1 

Forest Green 1 

Grimsby 0 Nuneaton 0 

Kidderminster 2 Mansfield 3Macclesfield 2 

Dartford 0 

Newport County 2 Lincoln City 1 
Tamworth 1 Stockport OWoking 3 Barrow 1 
South: 

Basingstoke Town 2 Sutton 1 

Billericay 2 Truro 1 

Boreham Wood 3 Eastleigh 0 

Bromley 0 Staines 0 

Dorchester 2 Eastbourne Borough 1 

Dover 2 Farnborough 2 

Havant & Waterlooville 1 Chelmsford 1 

Maidenhead 3 Tonbridge Angels 1 

Salisbury 2 AFC Hornchurch 1 Welling 1 Bath 

City 1 

Weston-super-Mare 1 Hayes & Yeading 1 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Banbury 2 St Albans 2Bedford 2 Leamington 2 
Bedworth 2 Bideford 1 
Cambridge City 3 Bashley IChesham 2 St 
Neots 1 

Frame 3 AFC Totton 1 Gosport Borough 1 
Barwell 2 

Hemel Hempstead 2 Chippenham 1 
Hitchin 3 Redditch 0 

Stourbridge 4 Arlesey 1 Weymouth 0 Kettering 0 

Division One South & West 

Bridgwater 1 Hungerford 2 

Cinderford 3 Paulton Rovers 1 Didcot 2 Yate 0 

Evesham 1 Sholing OMangotsfield 0 Cirencester 

1 

North Leigh 1 Bishops Cleeve 3 
Poole Town 2 Clevedon 0 Shortwood 2 
Wimborne 2 

Swindon Supermarine 2 Merthyr Town 2 
Tiverton 0 Abingdon Utd 0 
Winchester City 3 Taunton Town 2 

SYDENHAMS LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Bemerton HH 4 Verwood 1 
Bournemouth Poppies 6 AFC Portchester 2 
Hamworthy Utd 5 Alton 1 Moneyfields 1 GE 
Hamble 2 

New Milton 1 Totton & Eling 2 
Newport loW 1 Lymington Town 0 
SL Cup, first round: 

Downton 2 Alresford 4 Petersfield 3 Whitchurch 
2 

Romsey 4 Pewsey Vale 5 (aet) 

Second round 

Andover New Street 3 Stockbridge 4 (aet) 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 

LEAGUE 

Senior Division 

Bournemouth Sports 6 Hamble Club 1 

Clanfield 2 Winchester Castle 3 

Colden Common 1 Locks Heath 2 Fleetlands 3 

AFC Aldermaston 3 

Hedge End Rangers 4 Overton 1 

Liss Athletic 0 AFC Stoneham 3 

Otterbourne pp University of Portsmouth 

Paulsgrove pp QK Southampton 

Sporting BW 3 Liphook 1 

Combination 

AFC Stoneham 1 AFC Aldermaston 1 
Hamble Club 2 Overton 8 Liphook 4 Colden 
Common 3 

QK Southampton pp Hedge End 
RangersWinchester Castle 2 Otterbourne 0 
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Follow Your Club On The Road 

The Spitfires 


THE S AIN TS 


DISCOUNTED EXECUTIVE COACH 
AND MINI COACH WITH A DRIVER 


The flag/ The Boatman 

THE CAPITALS 


DISCOUNTED SELF DRIVE 
CAR AND MINIBUS HIRE 


Telephone: 02380 687371 Email: us@airlynxexpress.co.uk 
















































































































































































































































